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26. 

f. H!.NGI SITE LT GLENBURN by K. Co.irns. 

Illus . Pl ::-.t e 4. M...--..p r e f . P~h"-O~ , N166 (313169) 

N:-.t ur..l f or ces of nincls c..nd sec..s occ".sion::-..lly expose 
nr ch·eol ogic"l point s of inte r est inc.. surprisingly exact m..~er • 
.An cx...".Illpl e of this is t o b e f ound :-.t Glenbur n , -.her e the sen. fil'.s 
er.t en --..wt..y the l .'.'.nd t o expose c.n C['.rth oven in perf ect c r os s - sect ion. 

The umu , or h"ngi , i s situ:-.ted on the bee.ch o.t Gl enburn , 
sone 35 miles from M."sterton, on the E:-..stcm c o:-..s t . It i s situo.t c d 
10 y['.r'ds f r om the high t ide m".r k on o. f or eshore cc.rth bnnk, nhich 
is 7' 611 hi~h. ;.bove t he um.u i s c.. t hic!c co~ting of t opsoil encl 
turf o. t t he mt..rt:,-:i:: o f : gently sloT)ing p'LG.clock. '.i.'h c 3ef'. be:-. ting 
i n on the co:-.st . c; this -poi nt hc...J [r".cil ~ly cut _t!le r;t.r ~h bc.nk 
b t.ck, ".nd. c ontinuous --..ct j on 0f this R0rt 1.r.i ll 0c , ~ roy t he si t o . 

The ur.:u 0'..ppe;.".r~ t o h.".VC; kd lir:;.j ~Jed us : , fur ~-ho 1 --..ycr of 
chc.r co".l is only 1" ti1:i c~~ , ".r;C: the; l ..... _y0r of b-1r:1t stoner.;, 9" t h ick 
is cl0c..rly defined in position. The highes t p~rt of the oven lies 
L ,; b nJ.or; the gr--..ss t opped b c..nk, --..nG. the l o:7cst p ['.rt 2011 ~ J'l'l,".ld.ng 
the o·.-en 10 " through. The vis ible lcn~h of the oven in the 
bc.nk is 9 ' 3"o The only s hell visible in the oven is the p :-..u -: 
_(K.--..liotis iris) 

PUTORINO by C~ Scott--11"'.unclrcll. 

Looking c.t :-. North Isl:•nd. r:".p , r>.bout clue sout h f ron Huntcr-
ville , ccn b e: seen ". grc".t bc:nc1. i n the R-ngi t ike i Ri VC; r . Here the 
r i v cr hu r ls its elf ".g'."'.inst high cliffs. It is s:-.icl th".t in the 
er.rly d c..ys of settlement in LoHer R"..ngi ti}:oi c.. c rec..t l :'..ndslic1e 
from these cliffs blocked tho riv<- r f or SOMO (°bys . r:ben i t burs t 
t he grc['.t v olume of ·.:c-.ter scoured much of the bu.sh from the bf'..nks , 
c.nd stc.r ted the huge shingle beds th".t : .r e "- f c ::'..t u r e of .t he l o--,cr 
rive r t o- d:-.y . 

• 

• 

The t ongue of l ."nd. th:-.t r co..chcs into the b ight is c f'.llcd • 
Putor ino . I t -...-r~.s so nc-med by the 1fo..ori~ , i.-ho s".id t h"-t in ccrt:-.in. 
n i ncls t he clif fs m".c.lo uu~ic l ilc-:; tlr.t of the "'.lutorino , or -.-;ooclen 
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flut e . I n t he e1:'.. rly <1.'1.ys of t he Pr'..ke m set t l emen t t he l ower 
• flc.t, Mf'.hoc, f c.cing t he cli ffs , u r.s fc.rmed by the M~.oris , sending 

i.-1he c.t clown by c .'.'..noe t o t he flour mill .'.'..t Bulls. The conoes used 
on the Rr.ngiti i.e i vrcrc light e r ::.m d of sh~oi.-1er dr.'.'.ught t ho.n those 
used on mr.ny of the dee pe r r iver s . Crc..vrfor d c..nc. other s 
j ourney ed up the Rnngi t i lcci . Col en s o crossed t he Mao.-1hr .ngo on 
n l og bridge ,, o.nd f orded t he Rn.n gitikei f'..t Oto..r n.. 

Ther e i s c..n ol d s ke t ch !:1.".p i n the Archives Dep artment 
shorling the R::-.t c..-Putori no o..rc['_ , :'.!ld on it .'.'..r e shm.n ci. Mo..or i t r c..c k 
l e o..ding north t o & .t ['.. , r oughly f ol l on ing t he 1hi n Trunk Li ne ,. nnd 
t he me. i n r o -:.d , split t ing ncr\r the Rr.t D.. Dr-.iry Compc'.ny ' s s t or e . 
One f ork '.::ppe['..r s t o f oll0'.7 the Por tm.'.'.. ov e r the sn.ddle t o 
H.:rngo..onoho. The ot h<..r t r .ck s eems t o f ollm-, t he Put orino r oc.d , 
end continu e s on t llo nest br.nk of tho riv ur , w1t.il it .J oi n s t he 
1..,')r C'1".. t ro.ck r.t r'i:::.ng['_(')JOho. Ho·:1evcr . r:n e~.si.c r r.n d mer e prob
n ble :oute ·.iOl'~d be GO c ont:.r.ie CcO".'l-: t :J the river C.:i . .'OSSing r.t 
·cfr~ oJ a. f orcl, .... h:,:ri p:-.:::::-·'.q; -!:;Lr:-~· gh cc~ :::c.ritive l y ec.sy country 
t:.'1til t he J,1,n.nt:;.n.ono!:.0 ll::-.t i ::; rcc.chuC::r '.Iius t heory i s s·;,,rcngth
ened by t he trn.C'i tion of o. l'' on "th . .: b l 1tf f .".b ove the f ord. The 
b l uff h:-.s no· 1 be~n c :;:odod :::.;-,~ .y; :'.Ile no tr"..ce of c.ny p~. r emcins , 
but , hypot he t i c."..l l y nllo· rinr; for t he exis t e nc e of t his pn, t he 
fr.ct t ho.t .'.'.. s·.:c.r:ip lies t o one side ml'_kes it r eo..sono.bl e for t he 
oltl t r o.ck, if it cr ossed here , t o run closely under t he s i de of 
the bluff. : .lso , in t he f .'.'..irly l c..r ge flc..t 2.r en close by , i s a. 
l o.r ge depression, o..ppnr c1; tly c, mc t c..l p it, and i t coul d 11..'we been 
f or use in Cl c ult i vo.tion 2.dj oini ng t he pn. There er e s till 
t rc.ces of f onne r },inori occup,...._-!:;ion i n t his dis t rict, t no ovens 
':!e r e un-;cw cr ed in our go.r dcn , :-.no ot hers on o. hi r;her t err .:-,c e , 
.'.'..lso on our c.djoining propcr~y. All of the se ovens ·::er e only 
c.t pl ough depth i n hco.vy f or est country on r i dges drier t hen t he 
surroun0.ing count r y , o.lso 11.."..ndy t o SL~i t r.bl e s t one s c..nd 1:::i.ter . 

Spc.ce f orbi ds furthe r specul r.tion on t he p"..th of t his 
t r '.'.ck s hmm on the mc.p , or in f nct uh.:. t hcr it eve r exis ted ns n 
thr ough t r c..ck or >7'.'.S :--.. loc~.l tre>.ck l oo.ding t o n.n eeling gr ound 
i n t he Ro.ngitikci Rive r , nnd the f ine nntur .'.'..l cl enring. 

There ~ppeo..rs t o b e l i t tle evi~ence of nny l nr ge pop
ulo.t i on i n the mi ddle r ec..chcs of the Ro..ngiti kci River . 




