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RADIOCARBON DATES FROM N44/97, HAHEI , COROMANDEL PENINSULA 

Wendy J Harsant 
Otago Museum 

Archaeological site N44/97, at Hahei on the eastern coast 
of the Coromandel Peninsula , was first investigated in 1976 by 
Steve Edson and Dorothy Brown, following the report of the find
ing of a disturbed burial with associated grave goods . Their 
investiga tio n involved an excavation of the disturbed area and 
and examination of an adjacent exposed section on the boundary 
of Lots 20 and 21 (Edson and Brown , 1977:26- 27) . 

A more substantial salvage excavation on an undisturbed 
area of the site was conducted in May 1979 by myself, with assist
ance from the University of Auckland Anthropology Department and 
the New Zealand Historic Places Trust . A further period of field 
work was carried out on the site in December 1981 . The part of 
!~44/97 excavated , Lot 21, is near the area investigated by Edson 
and Brown and is adjacent to the section cutting recorded by them 
(see Edson and Brown, 19 77 :Fig . 1) . 

An area some 72 m
2 

in total was excavated . The strati 
graphy encountered was basically the same as that reported by 
Edson and Brown for the exposed section and will be discussed in 
a later report. Artefacts obtained include many hundreds of 
small tahanga basalt f lakes which suggest the occupants of the 
site were engaged in the re - working of adze roughouts . That 
the manufacture of one- piece fish hooks was also an important 
site activity is indicated by the large number of chert and chal
cedony dril l po ints and bone fish hook tab cores recovered. Non
po rtable artefacts included t hree rectangular and two oval - shaped 
pits which had been cut into the working floor . 

Four charcoal samples were submitted to the Institute of 
Nuclear Sciences Laboratory , D. S . I . R. for dating . Results are 
given in Table 1. 

The charcoal i dentifications (see Table 2) indicate that 
the samples were mostly of younger stem wood a nd , in mos t cases , 
from trees with short life spans . Podocarpus totara/hallii and 
Agathis a ustralis , however, are both l ong lived species and 
either , or both, were present in varying amounts in each of the 
samp l es . Severa l species of the Metrosideros genus are also 
long l i ved . 

Sample 90 30/4 was obtai ned from a f i repit , at the base of 
Laye r 3 , which overl ay two intercutting pi t s ; its age , t herefor e , 
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R. No. Si t e Ol d 1' '-l New 1'\ New 1'l., (correct2d 
Pr oven a n ce (55 68 yrs ) (573 0.t40 yrs) for secul ar ef f ect ) 

9030/ 1 IXVIII - 2 & 4 300 ± 45 309 .t 47 39 0 ± 47 
Firep it, Top L- 4 

9030/ 2 I XV III - 2 & 4 556 ± 64 5n ± 67 589 ± 6 7 
Firep it , Top L-4 

9030/ 3 LXVI-2 & LXVII- I 549 ± 60 565 ± 62 581 ± 62 
Firepit , Top L- 4 

9030/4 JXIII - 3 7 00 ± 60 720 ± 62 697 ± 62 
Firepit , Base L- 3 

TABLE 1. Rad i ocar bon dates , N44/97 , Hahei . 

mi g ht h ave been e xpec t ed to be slightly later t han the other 
samp l e s. However , since the dominant charcoal was Podocarpus 
t o t a r a/h a i i i a nd bo t h Agathis australis and Metrosidero s sp . were 
mino r c ompone nts of t he sample , the date o f 697 ± 62 may wel l be 
1 00 or so year s too earl y . Samples 9030/ 1 and 9030/2 wer e both 
t aken from t he same f i repit; t he discrepancies bet ween t he two 
da tes o b taine d are d i fficu l t to explain . The later da t e of 390 ± 
47 wo uld c er tainly appear t o be too late , on the basi s of the arte 
factual evi dence . The t wo intermediat e dates of 589 ± 67 and 
581 ± 62 a re p r eferred for the site a l though the poss i b i lity that 
the si te is a s recent as 390 ± 47 canno t be discounted . 

These date s con trast ma r kedly to that reported by Esdon 
(1 980 :41) . Hi s da t e of 740 ± 50 was obta i ned from a thin lense 
o f c h a rcoa l (wood s pecies unidentified) from an area o f the site 
which i s known t o have been at least partially dis turbed . In 
additio n, desp ite t he infer red relationship bet ween Edson ' s Bl 
Layer III a n d the working f loor of Lot 21 , it may well be that h i s 
samp l e wa s de rived from an earlier o ccupation of the site , not 
represented i n Lot 21 . 

Notwithsta ndi ng Edson ' s (1980 : 42) cau tion that the dates he 
quo tes for obsidi an hydrati on cannot be used for more t ha n a 
"genera l i ndicati o n of the sit e ' s age", it is i n te r esting to note 
that the f our d a t es he ob t a ined for g reen obs i dian excava t ed from 
t he site compare f avou rab l y wi th the age sugges t ed by my cha rcoa l 
s amp l es 90 30/2 a nd 9030/3 . 

Th e arte factua l evidence a nd the r ad i ocarbon dates o f N44/ 97 
indica te the a rchaic nature of the s ite . The con tempo ranity of 
what are now wi de l y regarded as storage pi ts rather tha n dwellin rs 



I< . Number 

9030/1 

9030/2 

9030/3 

9030/4 

6 1 

Species 

Melicytus ramiflorus 
Hebe sp . 
Agathi s australis 
Pittosporum sp . 

Pittosporum sp. 
Melicytus ramiflorus 
Agathis australio 
Pseudopanax colensoi/ 

arboreus group 

Melicy tus ramiflorus 
Mel i cope sp . 
Hebe sp. 
Agathis australis 
Podocarpus t o t ara/hallii 
Unidentified d i cot 
Met r osideros sp . 

Podocarpus t o tara/ hallii 
Melicope sp . 
Metroside ros s p . 
Agathis australis 
Melicytus ramiflorus 
Pseudopanax colensoi/ 

arboreus 
Fern 
Unidentified dicot 

Presence 

Co- dominant 

Subdomi nant 
Mino r 

Co- domi nant 

Mi no r 
Rare 

Dominant 
Subdominant 

Minor 

Dominant 
Subdominant 
Minor 

II 

TABLE 2 . Charcoa l identifications (B . Molloy , Botany Divi sion, 
Christchurch). 

(Davidson , 1975:18 ) with the archaic working floor at Hahei adds 
e vidence to that from Skipper ' s Ridge and Sarah ' s Gully for early 
agriculture on t he Coromandel Peninsula . 
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