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RECONNAISi;.tK.:E ,.T SKIPPER ' S RIDGE by R. H. Pc.r ker. 

The neu site a t Opito reported in the Ne•;:sletter of :~rch 1959 
;.,-us m.med ' Skipper's Ridge ' in r ecognition of the services to the 
AucklD.nd University .'1.rcho.eologic..J. Society of ?.r. R. l ... . ·:::r..'.:l.pm'111, t he cwn
er of the property on vrhich were l ocated :.ll the sites 
c. t Sarah 1 s Gully ~d Opi to, excuva ted by the t>Jcie ty. 

Investig:!.tion and testing of the ne•;1 site continued at intervtls 
throu.[)lout 1959, and f lve Hee ks \.'ere spent on the site during the 
surrw.er of 1959- 60. In ill, thirteen 12 foct squares •1ere excuve.ted 
C.0·;111 to the natural and recorded. The site fully lived up t c our 
expectations of its potential interest. Evidence . .Jll.:).s found indic:t
ing complex o.nd pri 1.onged occupation Hith c.t leo. t four -.€Jl- cefincd 
stages. 

I . hn early stage cho.racterised by: 

1 ... The r: .1struction of l::.r-;ish rectnngul~r pits roving a single 
bu tress protruc"!.ing from cr.e c:, -::::._ : ong ·;1o.ll s and ci th inter:l~ 'UT

:.'...'1geraents suggesting that --;,~ey ··· ;re living rether th:!..n storc.ge pi ts. 
Five of these pi ts Y:cre fcunC: - - :'.'our of them o.n--.ngcd in pc..irs,long
li.h: ... :i:l::..l:J.y a nurrOIT diviC.i: 3 w:.JJ.. In one co.sc this v.-all v1<:>.s . 
pierced by o. tunnel and :i....r1 the ct~:er wo.s l~i7 enough to be conveniently 
stepped over . The c.rr?.n,b;e.!::ent of post- holes indic-Dted tmt eo..ch p~ 
had been co7ercd by a single roof. 

B. 'l\-,o rectangula r underground storepits. One of these opened 
from the l ong north side of one of the rectangula r pi ts t hrcugh a 
v:ell fonned doorway, slotted to r eceive o. \7ooden door fre..me . Traces 
of the s±ll lintel 2.nd jambs of the l a tter Y1ere found in o. very pcor 
state of preservation. The other store pi t stood deto.ched en~ open-
ed fran o. sm.lll square 'fore- pit ' through o. similc.r doon·my. 

C. Tl-..ree curious circular ' pot-hol es 1 ;ri th vroll cut ve rtictl 
sides. They 'l";ere awr oximately eighteen inches in diDJ11.eter and. 9 to 
1C inches deep . They did no t cppear t o mve been ho.ngi , and no guess 
a t their f'unction can be made . 

II. A r~ther insubstantial ' transitional ' occupation characterised 
by e. shn.11. on rectangular pit about 7 feet by 5 feet ·with its floor 
on two l evels, separr'..ted by c. step about 3 inches high. Associated 
,Ji th this \'ms .:'.. smcll 'bin ' -type store pit. The c onstruction of b oth 
these could be shovm to be l ater th.an the filling of the l o.st of t he 
pits of t he firs occupati on, but eo.rlier than the fonnati on of any 
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part of our Layer III from within which ill tre structµres 
of the next phase of occupation had b een cut. 

III . A prolonged occupation characterised by the construction 
of shallon, rectongular pits with a length/brendth ratio of 2: 1 
ond dimensions averaging about 16 feet by 8 feet by 9 inches. 
Associa teji w:i th these (of which at l east four v1ere present i n 
the area excavated) Y.1ere four 'bin ' type store p i ts. 

IV. Apparently continua.is with this 'Layer III occupation ' was 
the ' Layer II occupati on ' chan:-.cterised by a change i nt he use 
of the area. From this period date all but om:. of the large 
number of h:~gi discovered. They were heavily concentrated 
along the Hestern side of the area excavated ·where they blended 
into a con:f'used and indccipheruble mass of ' hangL disturbance' 
but a secondary cc~r.tratior.cf four or five occured o,.'1 the east
er.1 side of the o.rea . The earlier of these were r.lther deep 
oval pits about 5 feet l ong by 3 wide und tr..e la.ter shallow 
circular scoops a.bout 3 feet in diameter. The only other struct
ure referal,le to this period was a single small bell-shaped 
~ situa.tcd close to the eastern eroup of hangi. 

Artifactual material v.as disappointingly slight in 
quantity. In all vie r ecovered from reliable st~.tigraphical 
contexts : 

I. A good quality rectangulo.r stone knife from the fill 
of a Layer II bin-type store pit; 

2. Ten adze fragments which included: 
a) & small chip of n very beautiful p 0l 
ished adze from a secure Layer IV cont
ext. 
b) Three fragments of 1hog-back1 rcughouts 
from Layer III contexts. 
c) A small ground pebble adze from the bott
om of Layer II or top of Layer III. This 
rather r ough adze :>.pproximated to a 2B in 
type, t hough slid11t hollomng of back being 
almost certllnly due to tre shape of the 
origino.1 pebble r ather thnn to intention. 
d) ' Files ', all from Layer II or the 
upper part of Layer III. 

Sufficient organic material was recovered f'rom all levels 
for carbon dating. The b one and shell material still avroits 
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det:ri.l ed examiroti on but we imy note her e the presence of Kuri and 
Tuatara both from Layer I II situations. 

The ar ea excavated l<a.s very small in relation t o the total area 
of the site (probably at least 8 acr es) D.nd no firm gener.zlisations 
can be drann. The evidence , horvever , seems sufficient to suggest 
tentativel y : 

1) That it i s 11ossible to recognise locally in the area exc av
ated, four distinct phases of occupation and that the evidence sugg
ests th."'..t they are spread over n pr ol onged period -:f t:L:!eS'he ev i C.
enc e obtained f r om the i7orking floor on the beach front of the site 

it'.:.i~~ .. that the earliest occupati:,m cari.not be muc,h l ater t han 
1300 A.D. , and tho sum of the evidence which cannot be argued here 
in full that it may b e substantially earlier. 

2) That Layer III occupation at l east is ' Archajic' in cultural 
terms, and sho·.-;-s strong parallels to the earlier phase of occupati on 
at Sarah's Gully. 

It is clear that the site is one of gri:::at interest and of some 
importance and it is to be hope d that the Society '7ill at some not 
t oo distant future date be able to r e sume its exploration • 

NOTES FROM THE AUCKIJ.ND MUSEUM by V. F . Fishe r 

On March 19 , 196o, the extensions t o the Auckland War Memorinl 
Museum Y1ere officially opened by His Excellency, the Govcrnor-Gener
nl , the Viscount Cobham. So the Hall of Memories and the \;'"ar Trophy 
HD.llz were opened to the public, and some of the natural history 
htlls :re- op eni;;t: • On the ground fl oor c. nev: addition -- the Hall 
of Oceanic Nc.vigation -- 1xi.s also thrmm open t o visitors. As i ts 
name implies, this neu sc0ticn (~splays a representative series of 
cs.r.c~s from the Pacific Islands. The plan f or a spe cinl hnll t o 
house Oceanic canoes nas of l ong- standing, and so slo.-,ly, over tho 
y ears, canoe after canoe •::as added to the collection. 

1."!i thin the restrictions and limitations of a l arge htll , an 
attempt has been lllll.de tb gi. ve a hint of t he Pl'..cific atmosphere by 
the use of sand, tropical plants, shells o.nd driftwood. But it i s 
the canoes themselves tha t are important, for each is dif'ft:rent, and 
all impel attenticn . because of beauty of form, pride of crc.ftsman
ship, nnd c onstructional d(;;tails. Several i ssues of the NC'l?sl e ttfr 




