NEW ZEALAND

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
@ ASSOCIATION

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

@080

This document is made available by The New Zealand
Archaeological Association under the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
To view a copy of this license, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/.



141

At present the Society suffers from a lack of members with a wide knowledge of
archaeological techniques. This has thrown the burden of organization on the

few experienced members. The great need at present is for training, and a start
has been made this year in the excavations at Vaitotara and lalara, and in the
monthly field days. Site recording is the most valuable activity for the Society
at the moment. The Society has not the resources to attempt ambitious excawatior:
at this stage, but a small one every year or so should be a fair target to aim at,

A start in the accumulation of equipment was made with Colin Smart's generous
donation of all the equipment bought for the excawvations at Tarata. In addition,
the Society vas fortunate, through the good offices of the MNational Historic
Places Trust, in securing the loan of tents and coolking equipment from the Army
for the Tarata excavation. The Dominion Museum has very kindly agreed to store
the Society's gear,

This summer the Society hopes to hold a three-weeks camp at Te Ika-a-llaru Bay.
Tris is an area guite unusual in the Vellington vicinity. It contains two pa
in close proximity, arnd large midden and occupation areas with a wide variety
of field evidence. It is only about twenty miles from Wellington, but is
sufficiently isolated to be unspoiled and relatively unknown.

The summer camp will be only partly an excavtion. A concentrated effort will be
mde to survey and record all sites in the area of the bay, In this way it should
be possible to relate the findings of the excavation to their wider context, anl
to provide a basis for an examination of the nearby but neglected south ccast of
Wellington,

BEEPRT Qi PAREMATA BURTALS

by Calin D. Smart

The Peremata sand flats have long been a favourite collecting ground far local
"pothumters". Artifacts representing a wide range of culture variation occur in
rrivate or museum collections, or have figured in publicaticns, The widely
kmom midden deposits scattered over the arsa were thought, however, to have been
badly disturbed, largely by military activity, and consequently, unlikely to
prove of value to the archaeclogist. The recent find of a.ﬁ.‘agmntqfnoa.bcne
on a piece of china plate" serves to illustrate this point.

Further destruction of this site within the last few months, led to the discov-
ery by llessrs E.D. Sinclair and C.P. Leonard, of skeletal remains immediately
below the newly exposed surface. Two burials were examined in part, and one

of these (of a d‘xild) provided units of a Dentalium shell necklace. The denation

of this material to the Daminion Museum prompted the investigations described
below.

A 10ft x 10ft sarple square was placed so as to include one burial, the adult,
and the square was excavated in two halves on November 1st and 3rd, with the
assistance (which I gratefully aclknowledge) of Betty Richardson, Maureen
O'Rourke, and lMessrs E.D. Sinclair, P.C. Leonard and M.G. Hitchings. The

square extended out of the disturbed area into deposits which proved to be un-
disturbed.
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Exmavation, in misersble weather, revealed deposits of undisturbed occupation
debris and three (?) burials. The stratigraphic sequence revealsd five layers.

5. SOIL LAYER:

A very light and sandy soil (3"-4") of recent crigin, supparts a rich growth
of grass in areas not sc far disturbed. The material recoversd from the
bottan of this layer probably belongs in time to the layer bemeath, and in-
cludes a horseshoe, chain link, square nails, brown bottle glass, stone-
ware sherds and brick fragments, as well as cut bone fragments including

Mo
L. SHELL LAYER:
A deposit of locse, clean and well broken shell material, com a
little earth and cleen sand. The layer is from 3"-5" thick with a slightly
of shell I

the square. Shell and earth fill the holes and swround
wood found in two hales, and at least the top part of this
ma

terial of Leyer 4. The postholes appear
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RecowSTRUCLTED SECTION ALONC MID-LINE OF SQUARE cos

to originate within Layer 4, clearly penetrate Layer 3 and descend into the
ovens of Layer 2, the underlying burials and into the matursl.
3. OOCUPATION LAYER:

A black layer, 4L"-6" thick, containing quantities of shell, bone and stone.
The deposit probably spread uniformly over the entire squars until a bull-
doser removed & few inches over about two thirds of the square. This layer
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was the most productive encountered. Stone objects include a pisce of
sandstone grinder; a chip of a polished, sharp-carnered adze in balkesd -
argillite; amall flakes of cbsidian, same with signs of usage or retouching;
flakes of greywacke, limestone and flint; and quantities of broken grey-
wacke oven stones. Shellfish remains include species froam the tidal flats
(Amphibola, Cominella, Amphidesma), fram the rocky shore (Lunella, Cookia,
Cellana, Haliotis) and from the coastal beach (Alcithce, Strutniolaria,
nggira,. The larger species fram the tidal flats and rocky shore pre-
daninate. Bones of fish (including snapper), birds (including moa and
several mmaller birds) and mammals (including seal and dog) have not yet
been fully identified. A broken point limb of a fish-hook, and a small
piece of pointed bone complete the list. This assemblage does not appear
distinctive of any particular phase of culture, although the presence of a
considerable amount of moa bone fragments could suggest an early date of
occupation.

2. COCCUPATIQV LAYER:

A layer of black sand containing only small amounts of occupation debris
but with a small amount of gravel spread unevenly through the sand. The
layer is 2"-4" thick for the most part, but deepens to 7" in the ovens
along the southern edge of the square. These ovens, cut into the natural,
are shallow with fairly flat bottoms, are "lined" with a solid charcoal
deposit and contain a mass of large and broken greywacke cooking stones.
Obsidien flekes, pumice, fishbone, moa bone (including a vertebrz and a
very large limb fragment), small bird bones, seal and dog bones were recov-
ered in the layer. Two fish-hook points from two-piece hooks provide the
only true artifacts. Moa and seal banes were found within the oven, again
suggesting an early date of occupation.

1. BUORIAIS:

The burial to which the skull recovered by E.D. Sinclair belongs, appeared
below Layer 2. A shallow grave measuring about Lft long by 16" across by
8" deep, contained a skeleton face downards, arms by its sides, with the
legs broken at mid-thigh and shins, end the ankles and feet placed behind
the pelvis. No signs. of the missing leg sections appeared in the grave,
but a missing astragulus and one patella were recovered fram the layer
sbove. Burial probably took place same time after death. The yellow-brown
gravel material filling the grave contained a few fish, moa and seal bone
fragments. Two similar patches of gravel, probably representing burials,
were seen close to the excavated grave. These burials clearly pre-date the
occupation Layer 2.

NATURAL:

Scme 6" of clean yellow sand, containing occasional shell fragments, over-
lies a clean yellow gravel. Both ovens and burials, as well as several
postholes, penetrate the top of the gravel layer.

This investigation shows the site to be the most pramisirg so far encountered
in the Wellington District. The envirorment of the Porirua end Panastahapui
Harbours, as well as Paremata and the Whitireia peninsula at the harbour
entrance, offers e most attractive field for study. Much of the evidence has
already been destroyed, same (including Paremata) is being destroyed now, while
further areas (notably the Whitireia peninsula) are scheduled for future
destruction by subdivisicn far housing. With so much slready lost in the
Wellington District, it is obvious that the Paremata-Porirua area has a pricr
claim to any investigations carried out in the near future.





