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REVIETS.

Redio Corbon Dating: Tis Scope ond Limitotions by Horold Barker.
Arltiqu.ity Vt“l- m11. NO- 128- DQCQ 1958- P-P. 253-263-

In this excellent paper, which should be rend by nll archreol-
ogists, Mr. Borker of the Britjsh Museum, decls first with the ill-
informed criticism which Miloycic published in Gemmonia in 1957, and
then goes on to denl with the scope ~nd limitations of Radio-carbon
dnting in general. I can attempt no summnry of the long article
here, but would porticularly call members ~ttention to his section
on strtisticnl conceptss After listing 30 mensurements of o part-
icular sample, it wos found that 68 per cent were within the limits
of 1 standard deviction from the "true" wveInie - in this crsc the
menn, 15.5. If therefore this is written 15.6 x 0.1 <d.p.m.
(disentegrotions per minutc) there is o 68 percemt probability that
the true activity laybetween 15.5 ~nd 15.7 d.p.m. 94.)Y pcrcent of
the measurcments loy within two stondord devintions, ond 99.7 per-
cent within three strndnrd devictions, i.e. it is foirly probeble
thot the true vol®e lics within one strondard devi-tion, proboble
thot it lies between two stondord devictions, and highly probable
thet it lies between threc stonderd devictions. 5 o

s

Life and Death in the Bronze Lige. by Sir Cyril Fox:Routledge
and Kegon Paul. 1959, English nrice £2. 5. O.

Sir Mortimer Theeler wrote "Cyril Fox hns revecled ~nd 1it up
the mumbo-jumbo of Bronze Agce burinl with the fires of an un-
rclenting imegin~tion". Sir Cyril hos been excovoting barrows,
lergely in Urles, for the lost forty years, ond is a pionecr in their
scicntific cxcrvation, as opposcd to the looting which wns a pop-
ulsr 19th century postime of the English gentlemon. In this
book he hos gothered together the results of his work from papers
scattered throughout several journals, and the result is a very read-
able book, in which one con follow the develooment of his tech-
nigue, as he gravr in experience. Even early in his work, howvever,
he wns copnble of such interpret-tion of the evidcnce as this "The
conclusions droxm from these facts 7ere thnt the dead mon's home vios
on the nerth side of the site chosen for his buricl; that he had
been cerencninlly borne by fricnds or kinsfolk up to, ond into, the
trench thot those who crrried him were not allowed to enter the con-
seccrated ~rcn around the grove, but thnt the persons chorged writh
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the performonce of the buricl rites werc aniting the benrcrs
beyond the trenchs The body was hrnded over, and these persons
descended with it into the grave". Ls R.J.C. Atkinson says "The
words, and the situ~tion they describe, are simple enough, Yet
they give o sensec of immediacy, nlmost of presence os an eye-
witness, which springs from o rore crentive imaginction," an
imagin~tion, I may =2dd, adhering closcly to the observed facts,

The book iB lavishly illustranted with line-drawings and photographs.

Incidentslly, the number of Antiquity quoted acbove has
an article by Stuart Piggott on the Excavation of the West
Kennet Long Barrow: 1955 — 56.

R.S.

The Decipherment of Lincar B. by John Chadwick,
Cambridge University Press. 1958. Reprinted 1959. English price 18/6d.

This is the most fascin-ting book I have read for years, 2
true-life dective story. Then, four ycars before his tragic death
in a motor ncecident, Michael Ventris mndc his famous brosdenst
in which he announced he had solved the nroblem of the "Linear B,"
script, John Chadrick wms an eanger, though sceptical listencr.
Many previous workers had cloimed to have interpreted the script,
but all had been wrong, although some students had made walunble
contributions to the cventual solution. Scon, however, Chad-
wick was convinced that this time, the claim wms correct, and from
then on - he is Lecturer in classics at Combridge University - he
collaboratcd with Ventris in reserrch on the remaining problems,
and is carrying on the study. Chodwick's knowledge of archaic
Greek wes especinlly useful to Michnel Ventris. Ventris himself
was an architect, with a great floir for langueges, Linear B
script wos first found in Crete, and Sir Arthur Evans considered
it 2 "Mino=an" langunge, which he said could not be Greek. Most
people followed this opinion, and until a few months before he
deciphered it, Ventris himself thought it was likely to be allied
to Trvoscon, It is o syllabic language, with ideogrrms used as
detorminntives, e.g. @ pot will be drawm to make sure the reader
knows that it is pots that are being listed, 87 Linear B. signs
are tabulated at the end of the book. The langunge has not only
been shorm to be an archnic form of Greek, but numbers of the
toblets containing it - they are mostly "accounts" cnd lists for
royal households - hove been found in mainlond Greece., Chadwick
begins rith o brief biograophy of Ventris, and follows this with o
descrintion of the vorious "Minoan" ond ollied scripts, and all at-
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tempts at their interpret-tion, and then, largely from the
"Tork Notes" of Ventris, shows how the solution was found to
Linea.r ‘Bo

At first, many scholars, besides Chadwick working on the
problcm, were unconvinced thot Ventris wos right, but almost all
now agree on the correctness of his solution. The arguments
agninst are rcviewed, ond snswercd by Chadwicks The book re-
veals the modesty and charm of Michnel Ventris, and reading it,
I had the same feeling cbout John Chodwick. Even readers with
no knowledge of Greek will enjoy this book, and all will see
the importance, acrchaelogically, of the work. Aiter all; it is
no mean achicvement to push back somc seven centuries the daote
of the earliest knowm Greck inscriptions.

R.S,






