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28. 
REVIK:"S . 

Rc.dio C['_rbon De.ting: Its Scope c.nd Limit::-.tions by H~rold Bo..rker . 

Antiquity V0l . X:X:X1 1. No. 128. Dec . 1958. p . p . 253- 263. 

In t his excellent pnper, ~hich shoulc be r cr.d by rll c.rch..".eol ­
ogists, Mr . Bc.rke r of the Bri t~sh Museum, dc:-J.s first with the ill­
informed criticism i:rhich :Miloycic published in Gcnn~c. in 1957, c.nC: 
then goes on to denl frith the sc ope :-nd limi t:-.tions of Ro..dio-cc.rbon 
~".ting i n genernl. I cnn ~ttcmpt no summ.".ry of the long crticlc 
he r e , but ·would p['..rticuln.rly ccl.l nembers ... _t tention t o his section 
on st".tistict'..l concepts. After listing 30 mer.surements of .'.'.. p nrt­
iculur s nmpl e , it Yrc.s f ound tho.t 68 p er cent were .-1ithin t he limits 
of 1 s t r.ndr.rd devi:-.tion from the "true" ~Jr.:-~ - in this c:--.sc t he 
mc".n, 15. 5 . If t herefore this is uritten 15. 6 x 0.1 c . p . m. 
( disent egr".tions pGr minute ) t here is c 68 p e rcent prob.'.\bility thnt 
t he true ['..Ctivity l c.yb e 'b.:een 15. 5 n_nd 15. 7 ct.p. m. 94. 4 p ercent Of 
t he me:lsu1·cmcnts lc.y ·::it hin tno str-. ncl-~c1 deviA_tions, ~d 99. 7 pe r -
cent \n triin thr ee strndt'..rc1 c1evi A.tions. i. e . it i s f r.irly p r ob['_blc 
t h".t the true v :-.1'1e lie s ·:•i thin one st:-.ncbrd 0.evi- tion , prob' ble 
th:- t it lic..s bct',7ecn t-.-,o s tA_nck.rcl devi~_tions , ".nd highly p rob'tble 
t l1' .t it l i es bc t ·-·00n three stA_mk.rd devic.tions. 

R. S. 

:kife Nld Dc".t h i n the Bronze .:.go. by Sir Cyril Fox -Routledge 
o..nd Ke~.n Pc.ul. 1959. English ~rice £2. 5. O. 

Sir Mortimer "."."h.)cl e r wrote "Cyril Fox h.".s r cvC;ded A.nc lit up 
t he mumbo- jumbo of Bronze J.gl buri::'.l \.'i t h t ho firc; s of -m un-
r ele:nting imc..gi nAti on " . Sir Cyril h :-..s been excc.v:'..ting b~rro·:;s , 

1:- r gel y in r:r.les , f or t he le.st forty yer.rs, wd is n pi oneer in their 
scit.;nti f'ic cxcA v". tion , .::-..s opp osed t o t he l c-oting -.-hi ch y1r-.s o. pop-
ul "..r 19th cc.•.tury p.".stif'.le of t he English gcntle:C'U'n. In this 
b ook he h.n.s gc..thc.red t oget her t he r e snlts of his '.-:ork from pr'..pers 
sc:-.ttere d throughout s evc.rr-.1 joui·nnls , nnd the nrnult is l'. very rcc.cJ.­
<'.ble book, in •;:-hich one cr.n f ol lou the devel o'.Jn0nt of his t ech-
nioue, r_s he grc-.: in experience . Even er.rly in his '\7ork, hmrcvc r , 
he Y7['.. S ce:.p:-.bl e of s uch i nt erpretntion of the eviC:cnce :-.s this "The 
conclusi ons C.lrn'..11 fron these f :-.ct s -:-;e r e t h".t the cl.end W-11 ' s home •r~.s 

on the north s i de or the sit e chosen for his buri c.1; t hnt he h~d 
b c..cn c e r enoniAJ.ly borne by f r i cncs or kinsfol k up t o , c.nd into , t he 
t rench th".t t hose '.1ho c n'iec.l hin \"!or e: not ~llm:ed to ent er the con­
s ecrc.t ec'. ".re .... _ fl.round t he rr:-.vc' hut t hn.t the persons ch:-r gc c 1:i th 
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the perfonr.ncc of t he buritl ri t c s .-.ere c·;;:'..i tine. the bt..~~r1.-rs 
beyond the t renc h. The body '.;c.s h ·nC:.ed over, and the se persons 
descended n ith i t int o the gr.:-.vc ". !.s R. J .C. 1~tkinson· s r-..y s "The 
>"fords , and the situ- t ion they de scribe, :>.re simple e nough9 Yet 
they give n sense of iml:1edio.cy, ~most of pres ence o.s an eye­
\7itness , uhich spri ngs from c.. r..r e c rc-.tive i.m.."..gin- tion, " nn 
imagin- tion, I muy ~dd , r-..dhering closely t o t he observed facts . 
The b ook is l avisflly illustr:".t ed r.ith line -drc.w:ings nnd phot ographs. 

Incider.t~ly, the numbe r of Antiquity quoted ab ov e has 
r.n ~rticle by Stunrt P i grott on the Excc.v~tion of the 1-Vest 
Kennet Long Bo.rro~: 1955 - 56. 

R. S . 

The Dcciphcm cnt of Linenr B. by J ohn Ch.."..dfilck, 

Crunbridge University Press. 1958. Reprinted 1959. Englishprtcc 18/6d . 

This is t he most f ascin- ting b ook I h.."..ve r eo.d f or years , a 
true-life dectiv e story. ';"!hen, four y ea rs befor e his tn-.gic dee.th 
in n motor r'.cciC::.e nt , Michael Ventris m::-.de his f r.mous bro['_dc::-.st 
in 11hi ch he announce d he h".d sol vcd the nroblem of the "Linear B. " 
script, John Ch.".dci.ck Tit'.s ::in eo.gcr , though scepti cD..l lis t ener . · 
M.n.ny p revious i7orkcrs hl-..d cl~ined t o hD.ve interpre t ed the script , 
but all had been Tirong , <:1.1.though some students h.'\d ~nde valu".bl e 
contributions t o the ev entu...".l solution. Scon, hoTicv cr, Cht"..d-
'rrck un.s convinced th['.t this time , t he claim \-:r:.s correct, Md from 
then on - he i s Lecturer in clo.ssics o.t Cmnbridgo University - he 
collnbora t c d i;1ith Ventris in resc~rch on the r cm.:"..ining probl er.i.s , 
n.nd is c nr rying on the s tudy. Ch."..&-.d.ck ' s knowl edge of c.rch..->.ic 
Greek 1m..s e speci ['_lly useful t o Michael Ventris. Ventris himself 
1ms nn nrchitect , i:-Tith c groa t fltir f or l angul'..ge s . Linenr B 
script -rn'.s firs t found in Crete, end Sir Arthur Ev::i.ns considered 
it u "Minor-.n" lnngu:-..ge , 17hich he s..".id c ould not be Gre ek . Most 
peoplie f ollowed this opinion, nnd until n f en months b e foro he 
d e cip he r ed 'it , Ventris himself' thought it u~s l ikely t o be allied 
t o ··'r11 ::;c.~1; . It is n. syllo.bic Lmguugc , ,..,ith i deogr"'llls usecl as 
det onnin.->.tive s, e . g. a pot Tiill b e druTin t o I!lc'l.kc sure the r ender 
kno~s th~t it i s p ot s tha t o.re being list ed. 87 Linonr B. signs 
a re t ['_bul::.t c d ~t the encl of the book. The l Mgu:'.go h.."'.s no t only 
b een sho:-m t o b e en l'..rch.."..ic f om of Greek, but nlli:ibers of the 
t c.blets conta ining i t - t hey arc 1:1ostly "~ccounts" r-n d lists f or 
r oyal hous eholds - ~.ve b een f ound in r.?cinl::-.."'lc.1 Greece. Ch.c.&?ick 
begins ~.'ith ::. b rie f biogr o.phy of Ventris, r.nd follo-:-1s this -:TI.th c. 
descri·.1tion of' t he v~.rious "Hinoi'.n" r-.nd :-.llicc scri p ts, ."..Ild '\ll nt-
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t~mpts a t their interprct~ tion, c.nd then, largely from t he 
""fork Notes" of V0n_tris, shm-:s no'.7 the solution vms found t o 
Li near B. 

At firs t, mnny schol~rs , besi des ChadvTi.ck wor king on the 
probl em, y;er c unconvinced th.."..t Ventris TIC S right, but el.most nll 
no11 agree on the correct ness of his solution. The a rguments 
r..gc.inst ere r evie'.-1ed, ~d ::ns>!ercd by Ch-:&T.ick. The book r e -
vec.ls t he modesty unC:. chc.rm of Miehe.el Ventris , anc1 r e::-.ding it, 
I ho.d the some f eeling ::'.bout John Ch"..c1:wick. Even readers m th 
no knowledge of Greek ·,-,ill enjoy this b ook, and all nill see 
t he importr..nce , ~rchnclogicc.lly , of the ~ork. ~fter nll , i t is 
no oean c.chievement to push b~ck somG seven centurie s the &..t e 
of the ea rliest known Greek inscript ions. 

R. S. ·.· 




