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Kirch, Patrick Vinton, with photographs by Thérése I Babineau, 1996.
Legacy of the Landscape. An Illustrated Guide to Hawaiian Archaeological
Sites. University of Hawaii Press. xii, 130 pp. US$45.00 cloth, US$29.95
paper.

An informed and sympathetic public is vital if any archaeological sites are to
be preserved for future generations. Popular writing about archaeology has
an important role in building and maintaining that informed and sympathetic
public. We should never forget that many members of the public would like
to visit archaeological sites, taking with them handily packaged and easily
digested information about what they are going to see. Archaeological
guidebooks are rare in our part of the world and consequently this
contribution to public understanding of Hawaiian archaeology is all the more
welcome.

The book features 50 ‘sites’ (in some instances, archaeological districts or
site complexes rather than individual sites) on 6 different islands. Almost half
are on the big island of Hawai'i (24), with the remainder divided amongst
Maui and O‘ahu (7 each), Kaua‘i (6), Moloka‘i (4) and Lana‘i (2). A section
is devoted to each island. Each begins with a map showing the site locations
and a page summarising the nature of the island and its archaeological
heritage. Then follow the individual site descriptions, each with a written
account, one or more photographs and occasionally a map or other line
drawing. Since the book was published, one site has disappeared: Waha'ula
heiau on the big island, so nearly engulfed by lava from Kilauea in 1989, has
finally succumbed to the wrath of Pele.

Context is provided by an introductory chapter covering the archaeological
background to the discovery and settlement of Hawai‘i and the development
of Hawaiian society, and a very brief history of Hawaiian archaeology.
Sensible instructions are given on what to do and what not to do when
visiting Hawaiian archaeological sites.

An important criterion for selection was that all the sites must be accessible
to the public, although in some cases restrictions exist and are explained in
notes. This inevitably means that the book is dominated by heiau, the
monumental stone-constructed religious enclosures which are such a feature
of most Eastern Polynesian field archaeology and so conspicuously lacking
in New Zealand. These sites are often extremely difficult to photograph in
ways that make them look like anything other than extensive heaps of stones;
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Thérése Babineau is to be commended for her skill in surmounting this
difficulty in most instances.

Kirch and Babineau have tried hard to overcome the constraints of
accessibility and to illustrate as wide a range of Hawaiian field evidence as
possible. Petroglyphs, field systems and fish ponds are all represented by
four or five examples on various islands. Rarer sites include birthing places
of important chiefs, a trail, a set of footprints in volcanic ash, and a single
example of defensive notches on a razor-backed ridge.

New Zealand archaeologists with an interest in cultural landscapes will
appreciate the inclusion of several ‘village’ and other site complexes,
although the lack of plans for any of these except Kaunoli is disappointing.

Variety is added by the inclusion of four historical archaeological sites. Fort
Elizabeth on Kaua‘i, built in 1816 by Hawaiians to accommodate a Russian
garrison, is an interesting mixture of European design and traditional
Hawaiian stonework. The site of the original leper colony on Moloka'i is
only the best known feature in an area that also includes a wide range of
prehistoric sites still under investigation. A mission site and an early
European house site are also included.

For New Zealand archaeologists, this selection of Hawaiian sites must
strikingly emphasise the differences in the field archaeology of these two
points of the Polynesian triangle. We may lack the conditions in which
irrigated field systems or fish ponds flourish; we do have rock art,
traditionally important places, dry land field systems and at least one example
of footprints in volcanic ash (even if not accessible to the public); but for us,
a tiahu stone would be even rarer amongst the plethora of pa than the
solitary notched ridge amongst the heiau in this book.

In his preface, Kirch writes that "In some respects this book may be used as
a field companion to my more comprehensive work on Hawaiian
archaeology, Feathered Gods and Fishhooks.... These two books are designed
to complement each other in providing an overview of Hawaiian archaeology
that is scholarly yet readable." I feel, however, that with its relatively large
format, the book breaks the first rule of field guides, which is that they must
fit easily in the pocket, the small backpack, or the glove compartment of the
vehicle. As a field guide, it probably also has too much text, too many
photographs, not enough site plans, and too high a price.
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On the other hand, it should grace many a coffee table and do its bit to build
a sympathetic and informed public for Hawaiian archaeology. The design and
production are of a high standard, although I question the wisdom of
reproducing the photographs (some of which are outstanding) in a gloomy
shade of green most untypical of a tropical landscape. In some respects the
book is a little too scholarly. For example, few general readers will know
what a holua slide is or why it would have been nice if one could have been
included. At the same time, scholars may take issue with aspects of the text,
which naturally enough presents the author’s views on Oceanic and Hawaiian
prehistory. Quibbles aside, however, this husband and wife team of
archaeologist and photographer have provided us with a useful addition to the
limited range of general publications on Hawaiian and indeed Polynesian
archaeology.

Janet Davidson
Museum of New Zealand, Wellington

Chris Pugsley. Walking the New Zealand Wars. A series of articles
appearing in New Zealand Defence Quarterly. Photographs by Bruce
Connew.

New Zealand Defence Quarterly is probably not the first publication
archaeologists are likely to think of when they are looking for up-to-date
information about the archaeological remains of the Maori-Pakeha wars of
last century. This slick, glossy but serious magazine put out by the NZ
Ministry of Defence has however published 15 articles on New Zealand battle
sites in its first five years of publication. The current series of articles is
called ‘Walking the Waikato Wars’. In earlier series NZDQ walked Heke’s
war in Northland, the Wellington Wars, and the Wanganui/Taranaki wars.

The chief value of these articles is that they relate today’s landscape to last
century’s battlefields. In many cases excellent colour photo panoramas by
Bruce Connew are taken from exactly the same vantage point as were
contemporary illustrations. The modern photos offer an excellent truth-check
on the degree of vertical exaggeration in the familiar old sketches and
paintings, and on the tunnel-vision of their creators. They are particularly
helpful in the field when locating precisely where particular events took
place, but are less useful for armchair reconnaissance, because information
about photo orientation is often lacking, and location maps are occasionally
inadequate or absent.
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The contemporary illustrations are mostly the ones we are already familiar
with, but which we often have not seen in glossy colour before.
Contemporary plans and maps are also reproduced in original colour, but
generally at a scale so small that the detail is lost in the half-tone screen.

The articles are all written by Chris Pugsley, better known for his books
about New Zealanders in World War 1. As an ex-military man (Lt-Colonel
in the NZ Army), and as a historian of trench warfare one might expect
Pugsley to offer special insights into the merits and failings of both British
and Maori fortifications, but in general this is not so. Perhaps we will have
to wait for a military engineer to do this for us. Pugsley does however offer
interpretations which differ from those of James Belich in his New Zealand
Wars. Pugsley tends to see the Brits as slightly smarter, the Maoris as not
quite so clever, and Governor Grey as considerably more devious than does
Belich. Unfortunately Pugsley does not explain in any detail why he
occasionally disagrees with Belich about particular events. Pugsley sees
Pratt’s sap as a smart initiative which resulted in a substantial victory for the
British. He doesn’t believe Pukerangiora pa was built simply as a bait to
tempt the British into useless attack.

Pugsley’s interpretations are often closer to those of James Cowan than
Belich. Pugsley gives attention to some battlefields -for example those of
Wellington, which were described at length by Cowan but more or less
ignored by Belich. Pugsley draws on published archaeological interpretation
where it is available - as in Taranaki.

As someone with no direct acquaintance with the Northland or the Wellington
battlefields I found the articles on those places excellent. As the series
continues into areas | know better I become less satisfied. The recent article
on Paterangi has a plan printed with east to the top and no indication that
this is so, so that it is impossible for the naive reader to relate text to plan.
There are mixed-up photo captions and one caption which is just plain wrong.
Earthworks from a later British redoubt are mis-identified on an aerial photo
as those of a gunfighter pa. I also feel that this particular article does not do
justice to the magnitude and complexity of the Paterangi fortifications.
Scaling-off from contemporary British plans shows there were 4 kilometres
of ditches and 1 kilometre of palisade at Paterangi alone, plus all the usual
bomb-proof bunkers, a 60 foot deep well, potato storage pits, and more.

These articles do not constitute a self-contained guidebook to the battlefields.
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If you intend "walking the wars" with Pugsley as your guide you will still
need a 1:50 000 topographic map to make complete sense out of the text and
graphics.

Overall this series of articles is important in showing that Belich’s book is not
necessarily the last word on the subject. I think it also points to the need for
a comprehensive archaeological survey of all the battlefields of the New
Zealand wars, and for better signposting at many of these important sites.

The articles which have so far appeared are listed below. I understand the
current series will continue with Orakau and finish with Gate Pa. I would
recommend that anyone interested read the articles in full-colour original, as
a lot is lost in monochrome photocopy.

Walking Heke’s War:
The sack of Kororareka 11 March 1845. No 1, pp 12-17. 1993.
The battle of Puketutu 8 May 1945. No 2, pp 26-31. 1993
The attack on Kawiti’s "much dreaded pah" at Ohaeawai, 1 July
1945. No 3, pp 34-8. 1993
The battle for Ruapekapeka - Victory or defeat? No 4, pp 28-33.
1994.

Walking the Wellington Wars
The Hutt war of 1846 and the fight for Boulcott’s Farm. No 6, pp
36-41. 1994,
Skirmishing at Porirua and Battle Hill, August 1846. No 7, pp 36-
41. 199%4.

Walking the Wanganui War
The battle of St John’s Wood, 19 July 1947. No 8, pp 31-35. 1995.
The battle of Waireka, 28 March 1960. No 9, pp 26-31. 1995.

Walking the Taranaki War
The battle of Puketakauere, 27 June 1860. No 10, pp 35-40. 1995.
Maori defeat at Mahoetahi, 6 November 1860. No 11, pp 32-36.
1995.

Pratt’s sap at Te Arei. No 12: pp 30-34. 1996.
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Walking the Waikato Wars
Governor Grey starts a war: The battle of Koheroa, 17 July 1863.
No 13, pp 30-36. 1996.
A halt before Meremere. No 14, pp 28-33. 1996.
Controversy at Rangiriri: 20 November 1863. No 15, pp 31-37.

1996

Bypassing the Maori Maginot line at Paterangi. No 16, pp 32-36.
1997

Farce and tragedy at Rangiaohia 21-22 February 1864. No 17, pp
32-37. 1997.

Owen Wilkes
DoC, Hamilton



