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RarORtJA -· BAY OF PLENTY by J . Golson and D.M. Sta fford 

The or~:i.sation of the fie l d recording scheme })as br:ought 
int.~ archa~ological activity a numbe r of Rotorua a nd fillakatane · 
people , in the main members of the Historical Section of the Royal 
Society, Rot orua Br.anch, and the ·Wh.akatane Historical Society, 
The:ir combine d knowl edge of archaeol ogical sites over a ,-,ide t erri
t ory f r om the coast inla nd t o Taupo is a lready leading t o the c om-
pi"ia ti on of an impressive r ecor d . · 

The a;rea is of c ourse a vital one for New Zealand'archaeology, 
fo~ many of the explic i t traditions of migr a tion to this country 
haVc the Bay of Plenty as t he landfall, mile traditional inform
ati on a bout the course of s ettlement , the names of sit es ana the 
incident~ c onnected with them is abundant. 

. . 
At the same time it . is an area of volca nic activity., •vi.th a t 

le·ast two a sh shower~ withi:ri the ~riod. of s e ttlement. The l a t er 
of these, from the Tarawcra eruption, f a lls of course outside the 
period of direct archaeological inter es t . The earlie r , the.so-
callcd KahD.rcri. sho•ver , h owever, dat ed 1000- 1200 A. D. by r a diocarbon, 
is pot ent ially of tremen dous importance f or the archaeol ogist, since 
the a r ea it c overs c oincides Ylith the ar ea of gr eat est traditional 
inte r est, from Tauranga t q 'Jhakatane . There exists the possibility, 
therefore , of discovering early sites of settlement below Kaharoa 
ash, ·:;hose date mil provide the l a t est possible date for the occu
pation ·of the sit es in question. 

Consider a tions of this sort carried great weight when the 
Council of the Archaeol ogical Association b egan t o pla n its f ourth 
ann~l c onference , devoted in t enns of the r esolution :t:assed at the 
·third confe r ence at Wanganui, t o archaeological method , t echnique s 
a nd e thics . Obviously the s ite chosen f or the demonstra tion 
excavation it was h o:i;ed t o sfuge must possess a number of qualitie s: 
nearness t o sane centre 1vhe r e Association member s Y.'Cr e active : 
variety of surface f eatures t o illustrate various methods of arch
aeol ogical attack : space : and if possible an archaeol ogical prob
l em of importance . 

The ol d Arawa pa of Pakot or e , suggest ed by Mr D.M. Staffor d of 
Rot orua and a dopted as t he site of the Association's May activities , 

- . possesses all these advantages . It is just over h:erity nil es f'rcm 
Rotorua, dissected by the main road vhich l eads t o Te Puke . It 
stands high above the Kai tuna River looking out t o Maketu , the 
traditional landing place of the Ara'?a canoe . It is traditionally 
an early i:a. of the Arawa people moving inland from the c oo.st t o the 
Lakes district of Rotorua. Many incidents in its career arc 
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traditionally recorded. Its ditch and bank fartii'ications enclos e 
a large flat area: 1tith pits visible he re and t her e . ··· The ma.in road 
t :hrough the ~ has e xposed in its banks shells , chal~coal and post
h oles . The tv;o 01me r s · of the site , Mr G. Williams and Mr V. 
llatthe"'5 arc keen at the prospect of archaeol ogical e :xamination. 

It posses~cs t110 outstanding qualities :-

( 1) It lies in the area of Kaharoa ash and excavation there should 
r eveal vmcther occupation of the site -was pre - as well as post
Kahar oa. The ind ica tions are most strong that there is pre-Kaharoa 
a ct ivity. I~ the road- cutting a posthole is expos ed , apparently 
fille d with and scal e d in by Kaharoa ash. Mr Colin Vucctich, who 
before his move t o Christchurch was with the Soil Bureau in Rotorua, 
has ver y kindly analyse d -a. soil sample fyan the posthole and has 
f ound nothing t hat would rule out the idea that the posthol c date s 
fran befor e the Kaharoa eruption . The possibility that the Associ
a tion dig will r e veal an early horizon in the Bay of Plenty area D.nd 
one per haps from the beginning associa t e d with def ended hill t op 
settlement is most exciting. Luckily we shall ha ve specialis t 
a ssistance on the site £or the interprct~tion of the volcanic evi
dences vmic.h a.re going t o be so important . Mr Jim Healy, v olcanol
ogist fran Rotorua and a member of t he Association , \?ill certainly be 
there , while it is pos sible that Mr Allan Pullar of Soil Bureau, 
Gis borne, mo has . Y.rorked clos ely with Mr Vucctich on. the ash shcmers 
of the Bay of Plenty, 1till a lso be present . 

( 2) The s ec ond a dvantage i s that holding the Conf\Jr ence in the 
Rot orua district enabl e s the Association t o introduce .its 1rork t o 
the Ma or i people, Tihos e history of c ourse it is Tmich the Associ
a tion ' s work is helping to elucidate. Consequently, every effort 
is being made t o gain the inte r est and goodID.11 of the Maori can
rnunitie s from Rot orua t o Tihakatane and from Matata t o Taupo . 

The l ocal organisation is iaorking ·well. The l ocal s ecretary 
is Mr Don Staf'f'or d o f' Rotorua and ot.hcr active mcmb~rs are · Mr Jim 
Healy, Mr Pat Burs tall and Mr Ce cil Watt . In \ihakat.o.ne, there a r c 
Mr F'Fa.nk Davis and Mr Doric Mabon. The miaka.tanc group has con
ducted a pl ane t abl e survey of the site . Fran Auckland, Mr a nd 
Mrs Wallace Ambros e and Mr J o.ck Gol s on m ve been Council r eprcsent
~tives on the local c ommitte e . 
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