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SITE RECORDING IN TUE URENUI DISTRICT OF NORTH T.!JUNill 

by n.w. Robinaon 

,,, 
Not many areas in which aite recording ia being carried out baYe been aa 

thoroughly documented as has the Urenui diatz:ict by Eladon Beat in "Pa ~laori". 
17i th this book as a stimulant and tl1ree week• of faultleH weather o,.er the Christ
mas period of 1960, an attempt was made to rocord the fortified sites between the 
Onaero River and the ~lomi River. It bad been aaaumed that Beat•a map of the 
district (p.164) would indicate most of the aitea, and the aima of the project 
could then be atated ass 

(ii (ii 
(iii 

to locate the aitea by Grid ReferenceJ 
to record and photograph aa much data as time allowed; 
to compare the present at.ate of preaer"Tation with the -at.ate 
recorded by Best, a a a means of aaaea~ing rate of dilapidation. 

Bo&t 1 a map No. 1, reproduced herewith, will be seen to show 16 sites in the 
area, In actual fact, witl1 the aid of loc.ll residents and mi lea of footwork, 42 
fortified sites· were located and are indicated on the map prepared and reproduced 
herewith, Since the initial suney a further three sites hne been located, 
bringing the current total to 45, ~ith such a concentration of sites to be 
recorded the detailed examination was reduced to an inspection in moat cases, 

Artifact collections, ranging from two 'or three items up to dozen.I are al~ost 
a u1rheraal household effect 11111ong the landowners of the diet.riot. All too often 
though, the owners told of fossickera and buyeris in yeaTa paat, taking away irre
placeable artifacts, Of particular interest in tIJe collectiona aighted, the 
prevalence of the typical classic ~aori adze (Duff 2D) shaped in the axe form with 
double bevel. ~any of these adzes show erle.naive bruising of the poll, so much so, 
that the ineYitable surmise was reached t.I1at they had been used as chiaels and struck 
with a mallet of some type. 

A amall number of archaic adze typea aeen in local collectiona tenda to add 
weight to the possibility of. Yery early occupation in the areaJ claaaic Maori 
tradition aaaigns the district to the Ngati-i:utunga tribe. 

It has not as yet been possible tu establish the antiquity of the aitea in 
gen~ral by other than Historical or Traditional means, However, on one headland 
ai tb, KU111are.-Kaiamo (concerning whi eh see A. G. Duiat' a article) an exploratory 
excavation carried out under the direction of the local filekeeper, re,.eala a sequence 
of occupations numbering three or possibly four, with the earthwork fortifications 
being constructed oYer the lower horizons. 

Large nUJ:1bera of stone fiebing ainkers are found on pa aitea, and more frequently 
on the mud flats and beaches adjacent to river mouths, A notable feature is the 
preponderenee of flat oYaloid atones, roughly notched on either "a{de and measuring 
approximately 3" x 2", This frequency juatifiea the assignment of a type name and 
"Urenui type" is suggested aa suitable. 

Continuously grooYed round atone sinkers are telatively much leas co111111on, 
al though one farmer had a a.ufficient number for use as mi asi le a agai oat bis reeal
ci trant dogs! It could be deduced that the ~renui type einkera were used for 
eatuar~ and rher fishing wl1en lighter tackle was necessary. 

The accompanying map 2 indicates the locations of the sites recorded ao far, 
The site numbers on the map are references to the tabulated data, Site recording 
scheme number• will. be found on t he tabulation. 
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General Observations 

It will be seen trom a study of mllp 2 in conjunction with a NZiJSsl series 
contour map, that the aitea fall generally into t11ree zoneu 

{i} 
{ii) 

{iii) 

Those on the cliffs fronting the sea const; 
Those on the first landwnr1l line of foothills; 
Those on the high hills fringing the consta l plnteau inland, 
and on the ed~e of the ver-y rugged interior terrain. 

• 

In almost eviry case the logic behind the site selec tion is apparent, ~nd those 
which appear to be poor defence risks a.re invariably close to a strongly Jefended _site. 

Confusion of Na.mes 

In certain cs.sea, confusion exists as to the correct naming of Pa, The names 
s loown on the tabulation are the concensus of all historical and local references that 
have been obtained, 

Site No. 1 is shoYn by Best as AltAl'A:fA 1 Yhereas Percy Smith credits e. photograph 
of site No, 2 Yith that name, If Smith is correct in his record, the corroborative 
evidence ia lacking for both cnses 1 then site names would be as follows and not as 
listeds 

(1) 
(2) 
{3) 

(27) 

UnknoYD 
>.raps.we. {or Are.paws.nui) 
Omihi 
\fhs.ka-s.hu 

lteferring to sit.ea (7) and {8). These names a.re reversed in a great number 
of records including block surveys and Smith. Local informants, however, all concur 
with Best•a record (a.a liated), 

The Table of Information 

The tabulation folloYing sets out in summary the basic data relating "to the 
sitea recorded so far, The following notes explain the column headings: 

PllES&'JT STATE1 Four grades1 good, fair, poor, dilapidated, 

BEST'S Tl~ORDED STATE1 Similar to above, but deduced from records, 
descriptions, photographs, etc. 

MAIN FEATURES1 Artificial feat.urea only recorded. 

SITE TYPE: From "NZil Handbook No. l", 
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11..loar 1;.i.t. 1.. Ur id Sq\l&re .:-1.Ce : Type ot ·• 7eat~u : Present !ltate recorded Reear l<a: 
OD 8&1! a1t.e oo. rer1r1nc1 no. I'• •it• otate by Beat 

l 11.99/l 9960,, 1114 Arapawa be&4laod • in&le dltch ~ bank wlth tair 1ood ••• oot1 r• AM• 
l rectaogula.r J outer ditch on south 

7 •• 99/7 9920)6 1114 O.~hi bill eultlph de!eoou, ' 1ood 111 oot1 r• AM• 
plat!orea, 6 t1rrac11 

·--
' 11.99/l 9870)) HU 'lhal<a ahu beadlaocl ditch • bAA>l< i1olatln1 poor ••• uote r1 OU• 

t trlanl"l•r) t he beadlAA>cl 

4 • • 99/4 97802, 1114 Pull• l<ohe curt trlpll related occupation poor !air oaned aclae h&tt reoon red • 
ar1aa, terraced hou11 att.11 d1po1it1d iA f a r aoalc1 liuHW. 

' •• 99/, 95'°10 114 Oropapa peoioaula btheu• •1th natural poor eroded by H& 
oau11way 

6 .. ,_,1 . 99/6 952009 1114 L&r..Hhi hl&dlAA>d chtcb r••nAA>t bad poor ,roded bJ ••• 

7 11.99/7 94900, 1114 Pohok\lra bill t1rrao1a oo three tac11 poor poor H I IOOh re AUi 

8 •• 99/11 954002 WU Oren\11 hUl tlrracu " bAA>kl talr cood pub Uc ruer u, He 1>ot1 re ...... 
9 11.109/9 949999 11) lueara nudlAA><I ditch• b&lJt, t1rrac11 !a1r 1 ood ucanted lleo . 1961/Ju.1962 

ka1uo l tr1AA>gular) (H• report p. th1• , ..... , 

10 1.109/10 9'2998 Kl) P• waaa nallAA>d •1ddeo r••a1n• 0017 bad !&lr lnllllcl b7 t anU.1 

ll 11.109/ll 9n991 Nl) Ohaoko nat1AA><I ralaed plat ! ore bad t&lr u11d aa aod1ro ho~•• 11t 1 

12 1.109/12 95,9911 Ml) }'& 0 01 ODI bill double rlog d1tcbea • poor ta1r outer d•t•o••• d11tro71d 
b&lllc• 

1' 1.109/l) 956997 Kl) Tl Ian :1eadlAA>d rlAg d1\cb • bank 
l tr1AA>l"l•r) 

bad 1oocl b•••117 clua11d by !are1n1 

14 •• 99/14 9'7996 ND 1101 arlU bead land r1.og dltcb lo b&llt !&1r 
l t r1angu.larJ 

~' •• 109/15 96'99b Ill) Otuaoaoa rid&• neuy •llltlpll earth•ork• 1oo<1 1oocl 

16 1.109/16 96'99' Jl) llaoo-wb&r•- r1d&• ditcb io bAA>lc talr 1ood 
1ll 

l7 1.99/17 98100, all Okoki beadlaod ditcb11, bank.a, tarracea, &Ood 1ood p\lblic r•••n•, •1t• o t S1r _, ... Peter 11\lclc ••••rial • toeb 

111 • • 99/18 002011 Hl4 Tupari, ridge peak 
hrracu o. b&lllca t&1r 

19 1.109/19 992982 Nl) l'ulr.•-
.. hakaaaru 

r1<1&• peak poor 

20 M, 11)9/20 00~9"' !02) Tutu-ae.ouka rid&• peak terrace a p1ts 1oocl 

--
21 H.109/21 92799, Nll Oparinga headlaod d1tcbe •. ba.o.ks. p1t3 !air a; - - - - - --- - - - - L...-. - - . - --· --- -



• # • ~ • -
2? 11.109/22 tll900l NH Pulcetapu r1e1&• r1n1 ditcb • ba.ok 1ood public rnene 

2) 11. 109/2) 92)997 r.l) Pukedro ridco peak cood public reHn• 

24 11.109/24 9)2917 111) Kai-hngata ri<IC• ditches. terrace•. pita fair aood ur, lar c• pa 

25 11.99/25 962012 Nl4 Te-mut.u-o- cliff ditcb r eenact• bad alaoa t coapletel7 eroded 
tauraaga 

26 N.99/26 961001 UH Orongo-•niro neadland ditcb 6 back tair 

27 11.99/)) 91:140)) NH not. known headland ditcb 6 back bad 
I t riangular ) 

28 • • 109/)8 964978 Nl) not k.ooTI1 headlaad pita bad 

?9 11.109/)7 952964 Kl) Tikorangi headla.od pita, terracaa, ditchea bad 

)0 N.109/42 948984 Ill) not k.ooq headl&ad remnant bad 
l tr1an.oularl 

)l N.109/)6 940957 Nl) oot koo•o cl1tr ury largo ditcb good 

'----
)2 11.109/49 9299)) Nl) not. k.non ridge pit re11naata bad 

)) 11.109/• I 924946 Ill) not too~ ri<I&• ditch•• . b&ota, terrace1, good Tl ry large pa 1n papa 
oi ta country 

)4 N. 109/)9 9219)6 1(1) Ruahin• ridge ditcb !air 

)5 i:.109/ 40 9)1941 Ill) not toown r idge ditch 6 bank , pita fair 

)6 N.1119/}2 9?9998 Ill} Te Ngaio ridge t1rrac1a , d1 t cbea, b&Ua, tair 
nit a 

'7 11 . 109/)1 92899 7 Nl) oot. tno.-n cl Hf ring ditch • pita good 

)8 11.109/)5 926985 t;l) lloeraagi headland d1tcboo 6 backa good 
l triangular) 

)9 N.109/46 Nl} 9lb9b6 l'utahi clitr remnant.a bad 

40 11.99/)4 94 500 } NH To l'1hanga cl1 tr ditchoo • backo poor 

4l 11.109/2 9 4098 5 111) not. k.no'tr'D rid go ditch•• • terrace• fair 

!t 42 11.109/ 48 9119)1 111) .aot kaora ridge di t chea 6 bank• poor 

-
JIWlb•r 11.7..A .A. Grid :la:::•: Type o ! Fe at.urea: l'reseot. Stah recorded Bcmarta: •c;uare I at. • t.• b7 Eosl OD •ap s ite no. retere.ace: no. ~· •il•: I 




