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8. 
·.1.

11-.an.h.s Ct!'q cue to Lands a nd Survey on .-mo SC l a nd the s ite lies,. azyi . ': 
t o the iu"'!Ily..--auchcriti es against .-m.ose military establishment it a bu:k ,, .. · : 

'f or pcrmiss~..;n to carry out exco.vn:j:;ions : ancl".in pa:i:-ticular to· Mr,. B~4:- , 
fora, Lan.ls- .anct e-.irvcy· Manager of. Motutn.pu, vlho has rtladc ·transport a.~i..• 
~ .. b l e for ~i..'l.ge of gear ond personnel a t some inconvenience to . himsc.lf •. 
o.nd his s tiif'f; Mr an.a. Mrs Pe t er Sibl ey, .of the Aninnl Qub:rantinc . ·~;. . 
S"uat i on, nave shci.m ·rrniqh appreci a ted hospi tality to member s · ot the ~_ .. :·~ . .. 
Society. 1r :l..C. Green, or Harvard University, has supervised the 
mapp i ng Jfl :.:the ' s ite . 

.ii'crguss_ori,,. 
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SITE ruRTh.f 01!' SOUTH KAIPARA HE.till : PRELil.ITNA."R.Y. I{ESULTS -· by :L_."M. Groub~ . 
. :and :R~ · Green~ 

I1.-i:;r o luctim~ · . . ... ·.: · . . . · · :· - , .. : .. 
1\!')st assGcia ti:ori: merriber s· ari;. probn.bly alreo.dy aYr:µ-e that th~ hand-

· book on sit~ ·r P.cor ding r esulted f r om the experience and kno'7l edge gcrined 
:froL.. rra1:cing .this survey of the South Kaipara Head. - They rmiy· be tempted ' 
tt.- as1<., h .. w:ever' what were the actuD.l "results. The f ·irs t and perhaps' . 
mos t typical i:esul t, i s that the society has decided 'tq gp back and .... · ." 
finish t '1.c Work. ·. The job 17.'.lS ·bi gger than: expected and take$ timG'. - . , , .4 

Non e- the- l ess, 20 peop~e in f ive partie s managed ~o .r ecor d in ·detail 24 
sites 0f vn.ri'JUS kind~, including the internal T~atures of some quite 
cou_r:l e x ~· The vlb.ole group felt th.at the successf'ul outcome of the . .·. 
td.p was largely due t o the tr:rining n.nd prepnrations mad9 before tclcing · _ 
t o the field. Tt ey recommend such p-ro j e.cts fo oth e+ ·1 acp.l _groups as a=-
pl ec.sa.."'1.t c.nd ... Jrocuctive club ci.ctivi ty. · · · -.. · · 

The Univer sity ~\rchaeological Sociqty is '7ell pl eased vfith these, 
tl-i.c :i:esul ts '):[' one dn.y Is fiel d trip. . The club had· been· interested f_or -
SC'Me time in South Kai para as a r egion for intc_n_sj.ve field study. Its 
0omrar o.tive nearness , .i.ts geogro.phical compactness n.nd the possibil,ity 
of t esting the N. Z. 1.rchaeol og:i.cal .\ssociati on ~ecora'.. :forms initiated 
tI'..o f i e l d tri-p. .A prel iminai..-y party vrcnt out t o look ·over the area, 
assc::::>s the :i,..ossibilities .of a f'ull_- scale field trip, and to make c.on - . 
tacts vri th the i ocal :farmer s. 

The society. TI'0ul d . likc t o record gratefully t h e co:..6peratiorf and 
h.)spi tali ty 0ffercd to u s by· 1.TI:-s E . D.B. Sheffiel d of Ka ipara South Head, 
-.-.r!n is vit ally inte.r.-cstca in the Mn.ori h i story of' ,h er dist:rict. From ·_: 
h~r r.:.z.:..1y of' t..h.e l•ho:i::i n...'U .. es for J;:D. sit~s i.:re~~e ob_t o..incd. ·st e' .also con- . 
~'°'.cteri. und [7rincd t~e "i?ermiosion :r~roril surrot.mUing f:::tI'lners t:5vc:".' whose :· , .. . . . 
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9. 
l nncI we had t o trek. 

A series of aerial photographs, compass U:Se, and filling in the 
site r ecord forms , conducted in the L1ain by Mt- R. Green, l ed to a . very 
smoothly running fi el d expediti on, whcri on the n.ctuc.l day the five 
parti es were dropped off at various points o.long the r on.d on the 
northern end of the South Kaipara Hen.d . The r esults uer c ~y,. if 
not wholl y , due to the enthusiasm and hard wor k of those me:rriber s of 
the society mo took part in the trip . 

Befor e toldng t o the f i el d a.gain it was ne ces·sary th.at the . 
pr esent infornntion be pr operly or ganized, pr ocessed and evaluat ed, 
so that the survey could be brought to proper concl usi on . This >ms 
unc:1ert~en by one of the society' s I!lembers , :Mr L. M. Gr oube . From it 
we have put together this pr eliminary report. 

Results 

1 • Pa sites : The ma j or portion of en.ch group ' s t:iIIe \72.S spent in the 
recording and description of ~ sites . .i~s each V/O.S 

nlready pr ovided with .scale mn.ps of the major ·visibl~ f co. tures of the 
s i te , t hey _could b e used for r efer-once in filling in the f urther · ~ 
detail s observed · on the ground ;-r.i. th a r c:isomble degree of n.'ccurttcy. 
Whil.c uc had indicated some of the nearby nntur ... l fc_atures, i. e . bD.nks, 
ridge t ops, s trco.ms, experience shom;d us tha. t more of th;;se. should· 

.. have been drawn, and the o.re:i included nn.ich larger. Frequently the 
s i te ext endeu fur beyond the urea of fen.tures visible on 'the ground , 
and these nn.tural features on o. plan '7ould have been of consider able 
vnluc in l ocating artificin.1 features which cam? t o light. 1...1.so f r or.i 
the cxrun:inn.tion of the pl ans , it wn.s obvious that cr oss- secti ons , 
even if only cs tino..tes, V!Cre needed, for "17here done they vmre D.. 

v:::Uu..."ilile aid to interpretati on. The terminology n.nd classificn.tion 
of~ and their features adopted her e is that of Gal.son (1957). 

Tho fourteen ~ sites r ecorded and surveyed r.:m almost the full 
grunut of t ypes. Included vrere hec..dlnnc1, ridge, r:i,.dge pco.k, h ill, lovr 
hill/flo.tln.nd, and swrunp Ee:· In a surprisingl y ~go number of cases , 
7 out of 14, the lhori n...'U:le >cs obtained. 

In all but t wo instances the ~were initin.1.ly loco..tcd on the 
o.erio.l pho~ogro.phs. This emphasises not only the thor oughness of the 
method, but &uggests for those raembcr s of the associo.tj.on studying 
E9:. sites tlltlt close study of the aerial cover1gc is a most efficient 

• system. As w~s expected, considcroblc v~iution in the detail of 
U.efenses, exterrnl nnd in·ccrnal, in ·the number, size o.nd distribution 
of pi ts, and in tJi,e pn.tte:r ns of mbi tc. tion -c..rca.s upon ~ sites w::-.s 

• noted. At the przscnt state of our rui...'l.J.ysis, the internal consis-
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tcncy of the 3outh K.'.l.ipo..ra. ~ sites is a. striking feature, vrith the 
use of rlitch !\nd bnnk ond the sccondn.ry use of well plD..nned terrac­
in,Q' ,eing ch"'.:cactcristic. The consistent medium size range of the 
~, <md tl~..}ll~ r elationship to the ecol ogy of the area may a lso prove 
to bo definitive characteristics. 

Ecolf)$$icclly a broc.d di vision cnn be ino.de between the inland 
· and the coast.il sites. 11.s at no po.rt of the South Head can one get 
ioore thnn three miles from the sen. the boundary bet.vecn these en. te­
rori.es tui,s !'nth.er o.rbitrarily been sel ected a.t a half mi.le from the 
co<.i..St . · Signi.Picmtly, of the inland po., all but one arc situn.ted 
o..c jacent to, m: within * mile of inland suamps or lclces . Many 
con.s ta1 sj, tes arc loca tcd on sw~s too. The cxceptio!'l.'.ll ~ is only 
~ mi.lo away from a l arge svro.mp, and recent change in the ecol ogical 
scene as tf) the extent.of this sno.mp mn.y explain the o..nomaly. This 
fo..ct , c'">mbinca i7ith evidence of shellf'ish in middens on inland pn.s, 
surgests t.h.~t ext~.nsive use YTn.s nnde of uater-courses f'or food o.nd/ 
or 't.ro.nsport. 

1 s yet vet·y little informn.tion hn.s b een glcti.ncd from,_ evidences 
of habi fa. tio.a; & .e pi ts, middens,. nnd . extensive flat o.rens, :within 
and .r.i thout the ~· '\!i th more sites, and closer analysis of' the i n­
f'orrnatiou, ~Sl?3Cinlly in relation to the distribution of pits inside 
and outside tenaces end platform.s we .can· expect some interesting 
results. 

Upland Pt..: The great majority of' the sit es located are up-land _E£, 
the IOO~t crin1IOC>n variety being ridge _E£. ~e sites show a gradation 
frcm simple t~ complex: for instance N·33/3 is a simple headland 
~ with· one trPT\SVerse ditch cutting off the h eadland and one longi­
tudinal terrace on the l esser of the natural sl opes f'orming the 
other t.tirce si~..:s . On the other hand, N 37. 2, sprawling for nearly 
half 'l. ;:ri.le along a flat-topped ridge , is a. compl ex ridge pa.. Seven 
_traru.vcrs~ citch'3s , 3 of' these with internal bunks, the pa d.i:v'ided 
into 3 major ~latf.'orns and 3 minor plo..tfor r.is on ridges running off 
the ct..atrtl ridgt: , a terraced peok, or tihi, the scarps of which a.re 
su.rmou..'1.t.ed vr.i th l..anks po.rt nay r ound and t-.10 internal· pit comple xes 
of 20 P.liJ. 12 r ect--ngular, Semi-subterranean pi ts plus others uneverily 
distr:-il:>Ut~d on tw.-races a.nd pla.tfo~ is typical of' the comple~d. ty 
;,f f'eaturcs ·~.mch have been recorded on the larger sittls . 

. All -:>f ·i;l~c t:pl:md E:' except one which vr.is extensively destroyed 
shoYred use. ~:rf' the transverse ditch, uhereas terracing al though very 
common vcr:i.e~ considerably in extent cf use , f'rom complex, pontintDJS 
terracing and s0<.1r~i~b surrounding the site, to smaller selective 
terracing nrounr ti.;.e tihi, .t o. in 2 co.:se~ n0 f'orm of terro..cing at all. 

.. 

• 

• 
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Gener~lly terracing as a form of external defence uas uncornrnon, . sur­
passing in importance the transverse ditch on only two sites. It vras 
most collIDlon as a . foz:m of interml defence ··sUITounding the tihi, and a 
small discontinuous supplements to slopes. The occurrence of the tihi 
is s i gnificant, on 11 out of 14 of the E· Of ~Vn~cfi.thout tihi,-1-
is the simpl e headland type m:mtioned above' 2 nreJdeschbed in Flat­
land Po. section below. The selection of an area for a ~ to be built 
on seems to have been governed by o. suitable contouring of the hill to 
enabl e internn.l defensive systems. Normally the internal defensive 
system uas transverse ditches and terracing, but in one instance 
(N 37/3) o. l ongitudinal ditch, \ti.th internal scurp surmounted by a 
bank is a striking exception. This s ite has one suspected extertJ.al 
terrace, and is ill ustrated in the map f ollow.'..ng this article. The 
absence of terracing is typical of the South Kaipara pattern and not 
anomalous, for it seems clear from the avnilable material that terrac­
ing; was a supplementary defensive form, used only uhen the tt:>pogaphy 
of the hill made a ditch and bo.nk sys tern impossibl e . There could be 
one exception to this genern.lization, N 33/13, a doubl e -peak ridge~' 
with an external bank rurm~g r ound the base of only one of the com­
pl exly terraced peaks . Little distinct information is avail able on 
the distribution of pits on these sites, ID.'.l.inly because .they are the 
first features to disappear. 

The r eturn field trip we plan may supplement or modify our con­
clusions about the South Kaipara upland~ of the Ridge , Ridge-Peak 
and Headland variety, but what appears pl ain at the moment is that the 
features they display, although individually of varying combinations 
and characteristics·, sugges·t a strong L"lternal c~nsistency • . 

Flat-land Pa: Several sites investigated uere not of the upland 
variety. Three of these N 33/1, N 33/2 and N 33/9 we have ' called 
fla t - land to low hill~' because although situated around ~e steep 
bluffs surrounding Ka.ipara Harbour anc;t entrance, they make use of some 
natural rise at the bluff ' s edge . This selection, which in the. first 
t\70 cases produces an interru:il tihi, is a feature Tie recognize. from 
the upland variety. These tw-o , half a mil~ apart , shov-1 siniilar fea­
tures, · defended on the 3 l andward sides by ditch and outer bank, uni 
divided internally by ditches and scnrps into 3 platforms. N/33/9, 
an exception to the general pattern, is def~nded externally by a low 
scurp forming a single rectangulo.r pl atform with no interno.l features. 
No explunation for this exception, except destruction of other mor e 
typical features can be offered. Another flatland ~' f'ormed by n. l ow 
bank and/or ditch into n. f'eo.tureless, r ound- cornered rectangular en­
cl osure 160'x 80' and-! mile awo.y from t wo other sites of archaeologi­
cal interest is also an anomalous sites in the South Kaipara complex. 
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One particularly inter esting swamp~ (lowland vari ety) was 
ver y briefly visited at the end of the day, and will be the first 
surveyed When we repeat the field trip. It was divided into two 
platfo~.s by a narrow, transversely ditched neck of lan d , wit h . one • 
p l a t form for tifie d by ditch and int ernal scarp and bank, and the 
other platfor m f lat and unfeat ure d . The latte r is : pr-esumably a 
habitatiori. pl atform, but the group intends to investigate this site 
·in more detail . 

2. Pits : 

Apart from pits which a re an integral part of J29: , a mnnber of 
isolated pits or pit complexes crune t o light . As might be expect­
ed, . t_h.ese Vft3re originally di s .cover ed on t he aerial photos only i n 
two of the six cases ; a lso, as might be expected, no Maori' nrunes 

. i.ere obtained far any of them. · 

· · · In one case N 33/11 , there were six pits a.ssociated with a 
single low scarp on a ridge. It may be all th..".t is left of a ridge 
w . · Site N 33/4 is a similar case where six r cctongular o.nd one 
circular pit arc associated with a low. scarp joining the rectanguiar 

--group to . the c:ircu],.a r pi.t . In the other _few cnscs associated 
~_rchaeoloii:cnl features a r e soine dist ance D..\7ay. 

The majority of pits, \7hcther on~ -or isolated, Tiere r ect ­
a ngular anq. rimless . Exceptions mre two circular pj,ts , one on~ 

·-N 33/1 , the other on N 33/4 discussed above. . The fonner of .. these 
was rimme d . The only other indication of ~imm.ing, partial and 
fa~t , was on a, ~inglc isolated pit . 

Of the four instanc es of isolated pit s or pit compl e xes , one is 
of particular interest . This is sjteN 33/7, composed of a rather 
i rregular strip of forty-one pits on the northern end surmy side of 
the slope . 

3 . Middens : 

Aerial photographic identificc.tion of middens proved to be 
praptically impossible . So snall and formless do most middens 
a ppear f'rom the air t h'.lt the chances pf positive identification are 
remote . Middens unassociated with other urchaeological features 
a re f!D.rd t o find even on the ground and only D.. feuvrere recorded. 
One of these on the shifting sand dune bcl t wus prorebly a ..E_ site , 
"llt:qough unrecognizable today. Tmt ~were built on these areas 
of unstable dune sand is proved by site N 37/5, a ridge ~' in the 
dunes overlooking one of the inland lakes . 

The midden canposition y,ns generall y shell , princip.:.'tl.ly -pip~ , 

Qlthough one beo.ch midden b clou t.hc flatl and pa. on the ·bluff · 

• 

• 
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yielded o. · q\.iallti ty . of obsidian and ah ~dze . . The depth of ~he 
dc'Posit~ ··t.ras shallow,, scld~ more than eighteen inches deep~ 

. , . '· -. . .... 

. . _ThG. internal consist.ency, of the ~ in" this urea is the most 
s.triking ;:-esult . Eventua),ly it . may be possible ;to define _these a~ 
a j;~ .distinguishabl e from those· elsewher e , but it m.i1· ~equire at 
l east " i:n9te: ext,en~ive study. . . _· ' . ... . . 

The ~ount of time nee~d for · cov~i?-~g . a ~mall ~~a . is ve~ 
deceptive; an area "like Kaii:ara may .teke ·many days of r e cordihg 
bef'ore ·it is firiished: · We cqvered on the day no more than t-.rel ve 
square miles , the five parties sU:rveying a · little more than two 
square ,miles each. -.. Fran this small area , t...-.enty-four · sites were 

· z:eqar.qea., t:0urteen of t:\'lem ~ .sites . · This high conceritrtiti1on Jof · 
s:t"fos in $outh Ko.ipar~,.i"S surprising .- but· on close .:field· invest­
.igation, many other ar~e.s will pr9bably ·yield. greater concent"ra­
tions. · We hope the ~sults of our ·activity will ·l ead to otlier such 

. exp~ditio:os , for, as we all know, sites are rapidly disappearing all 
over the country. 

EXCAVATIONS ON THE CaRCMAN!>EL PENINSULA by ;r. GoJ.~on 

If you look a t the distribution in the North Isle.nd of the 
distinctive types of adze, ornament and fishln.g gear Which South 
Is'l_and archaeologists have-t -Oecn abl e to show as characteristic of 
the. <;:ulture of New··Zea~d's earliest inhabitants, the Moa-hunters , 
there ~e ~Otne .areas Tihere. their occurrence is more frequent t hnn 
othe;r:s • . :· One of the se is the Coronw.ndel peninsulc. , µi.rticularly the 
east ~ cwst fr.om- Cape. °c::Olvill~ to Waihi Bee.en. It was on this . 
gcn crol area that field exploration \78.S concentrated v.Tien t h e Auck­
l<+nd" Socie ty 'set i tself the t ask of discovering and excavo.ting a 
North Island Moo-hunter site with the aims of : -

(a) comparing Moa-hunter cult~e i,n its North Islnnd 
- · form m. th the farm well-c_l.esc;ri bed for the South 

Island, and 
(b) testing the· generally accept ed hypothe sis t$t in 

-the North Island mth i i:;s f ewer msns , mon wn.s the 
contanparttry merely of a remnant moo. population 
consisting of.two species a t most waning through 
the operation of enviro~ntal o.na/or gen e tic 
changes .. 

Sarah' s· Gully: 
The-area finally selected for e xcavation 

at Sarah 's Gully, j ust north of Mercury Bay. 
was the small beach 
Sarah' s Gully did not 




