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by W • .1. T~lor 

Nued atter the Rn. Gideon Saal.ea, Su.lea llountair. (Area I) waa 
occupied by a hapu of the Ngati 'lbatua tribe until the ll on the site 
was destroyed by Waikatoa in the early forties of the last century. 
Since then it haa been in the poaseaaion of the Su.lea f&lllily who fanaed 
the area. 

Up to four ;rears ago, the aite (N 42/28} waa aaong the aoat inter­
esting ~a on the Auckland Peninsula, but in 1959 hal.t' of the aountain 
was sold for quarrying purposea, with the result that, today, little 
ret1ains of its terracing and defence work. 

Howenr, about half a aile away fro• the principal. ll cqaplex ii a 
a111all volcanic cone (Area ll) which was also terraced and forliried by 
earthworka in the fora of trenohea and ramparts • 

.llthou8h this too haa been partly quarried there are still a number 
of well preserved typological features remaining on i ta southern slopes: 
among them , what appear to be the aitea of the .l!!' a .. ting houae 
(position .1: plan) and aaaooiated .!!:!:!! (B: plan). 

Partly excavated into the aide of the cone (NZKS 1, .luokland 412-488 
N 42) these features are cmplex in fora and are, on average, tour feet 
deep. 

An embanlalent 27' z 6' z 8' high partially aeparatea the two areas 
which, in placea, -re cut out of living rock. 

There are several aaall lhell lliddena, but no houae or ato1'86e pita 
in the near vicinity of the features, although there are several terraces 
and pita on the top alopea of the oone. 

Aa the in1 ti.al aurvey of ~· area waa prinOiptll.l.;,r oonoenae4 wi. th the 
~ and ••ting houae aitea, no a:oavaticm waa carried out. 

No surface arti.racta -re recovered either from the two areu (.1-B) 
or the cane. 
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