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SOURCES OF RECORDED INFORMA.TICN FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS 

by R.J.R. Brovn. 

(Abridged vereion or paper read:at Nev Zeal.and Archaeology .las. General 
Meeting, June, 1963.) 

As members a?ld societies become more interested in the archaeological 
totallt1 ot a district, so it becoIISs increasingly inportant to search 
recorded intoru:a.tion in an effort to obtain as 11112ch data as is possible. 
For despoliation surveys a careful check or the vri tten record is inport
ant. Hot until this has been accomplisl:ad and correlated vi th field vork 
can accurate facts a?ld figures be obtained to substantiate any claims 
vbich are made. Whatenr the sources, all the information 111UBt be cl:.ecked 
i n the field to find direct ar substantiating evidence tor the existence or 
the site. Checking sites is usually relatively easy - finding references 
to s1 tee is usually tbe mre formidable task. 

The folloving analysis of s ources of intorn:ation is by no means exhaustive. 
It should be realised that the references ve require may be froc very earl7 
sources, or in navspapers being printed nov. In eo~ instances inforiration 
is n17 meagre and often a repetition or eociething published earlier - it 
is possible to eee mistakes perpetuated b7 continu.al quoting and requotiilg, 
often vithout acknowledgement, of info?'!L!l.tion vbich vas in the first in
stance greaUy disputed, but in other instances the infol'l!ll tion gained may 
be virtually complete. 
Eight broad categories may be definedi-

1. Local Histories: 
For ll!ost districts there exist local histories of some for11. Some give 
information vhich appears accurate and authoritative. The majority of 
local histories, hCNever, tend to dismiss the pre-European scene in a tev 
paragraphs. \lhether the information appears right or vrong the relative 
facts should be Noorded, uith source aDd date, so that later asseas:tent 
ma1 be easier, and thua obviating the necessity for subsequent searching. 
Biographies of local inhabitants so11".Btilll8s assist by draving attention to 
an occurrence in relatinly recent 19ars that may have considerable 
archaeological significance. 

2. Official fµblications : 
Tvo principal sources in this categor7 are Fenton's •Judgments in the Native 
Land Court 1866 - 187911 alld Turton'a •Maori reeds of Land Purchases" com
plete vith the TOlume ot a:aps vhich accompanies the Deeds. These official 
documents lil:e others ot a si.milar nature a.re the result of deliberations 
ot veil-educated officials after hearing a considerable amount of ertdence 
a?ld are therefore vort~ of careful consideration. 
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S. otticial Hanycriptsa 
These are rany and varied. Tbe7 are beld in Gcnoel'Dlll8nt Depa.rt.mat.a 1D 
~ious centres or in Wellington, and are SOlllBtiaes aftil.able aa 
llicroti.lm copies. Reports and sune,.. b7 earl:r 8llr'nfara and other 
Governne nt ofticials ot the earl;r da;rs ot settlement are otten t1Be!ul in 
providing pl.Ace-names, svamp areas, portages, •natiw tracks•, etc. In 
s oce instances the Minute Books and Correspondence files of the Maori 
Land Court vhich contain the eTi.dence submitted to the presiding Judge 
aa1 pr<mJ extrer.el7 useful. Where the into1'118.tion i.8 thought to exist 
and prO<Je useful a vrit ten request for &cceSB to t.be11, aDd a personal. 
visit to the local Maori Land Court Judge stating t.be immediate and ultila
ate purpose ot the request, ma;r result in a wealth, of intormation being 
made anilable . 

4. Published Accounts by Early Discoyerer e , Missionaries, Settlers , e t c i 
Here again a greet r ange of a:aterial flA1 be found , Some contain detailed 
accounts, complete vith plans and sket ches ot pa, vbile otbers contain 
nothing . Population e et iaates ginn bJ" some earl7 travellers ma7 pron 
wrr useful, vhile reminiscenses • 1 prOTi.de such f act.a aa burial ground.a, 
agricultural 1gods 1 , vor king floors and the 11.lce, 

s. J ounaj.a and Periodicals: 
These generally Deed s7stematic searching aa illde:ne are eit.her iDcOJ1plete 
or the reference i s t oo sa:all to be noted. Sometilles a general article 
vill be illustrated b7 a speci!ic example trom the eune7 area. e.g. In 
an article entitled •Ancient Maori Drains• there appeared this quotation 
• • •••• cartloads ot agricultural ilapl.ements vere taken ava7 f'rom t.he draiDBd 
swaup, and 118ed as firewood• • 

6. llevspapere : 
llevspapers ton an e:rlrecel7 ftluable source of intormation, It relennt 
information is cut out and pasted on to card or into a scrap boot it forms 
an invaluable isource tor later reference. MaD7 public libraries file this 
11a.terial and an im'estigation ot a librar;r1 a "tertical file may prove useful. 
Some nevspapers vill allw access to their own cutting files, but generall7 
it i.8 advisable t o approach a Senior Beporter for pendssion vith the ass
uranet!l ot e. story vben the ini tial task ia completed. Such co-operation 
returns diTi.denda i n the fOl'll Of extra information bsing supplied bf the 
public after a stor;r appears . There ia also increased public aympath7 and 
avarenesa of our obJectins • 

7. Manuscripts , TYJ)! scripts , Photographs • e te s 
'l'hese unpublished reports, theses, letters, vatercoloure, addresses to 
societies by early- l ocal maori authorities, diaries or earl1 settlers and 
intonaation held b7 earl7 pioneer taailies are otten ertremel7 revealing. 
Moat are held in Museums, Uni"fersities, Libraries, Go"l8rtlllent Departments 
and local Trusts , I t ma7 be possible to borrow aicrotlla copies from thll 
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repoeitor)', and new t.be• eull7 iD tbe comfort ot one'• lounge 1f a slide 
projector vith a tila •trip attacbmat 1a aftilable. Kicroflla copiH ot 
orgiDal uter1al held °"rHaa, part.1cularl7 the Kitchell Libraz7 SJdae7, 
are 8089ti•• aftilable from Bev Zealand Librariea &Del .a;r wo be wietul. 

a. ~· 
Mape an often o.erlooted iD tb9 aearcb tor 1.n.tcr•tioa. Pv.bllebed and 'CIA-

pibliabed •P8, old and nev, M1 )'ield place ~e, •Poeitiona of Nati.,. · 
Strongholds•, aettleunt aitea and the like. Some a7 be the product ot 
an earlier researcher'• vorlc, bydrographic, topographic or geological iD 
purpose but archaeological b)' accident, or aam.iacript mapa in a GoTernmeat 
Department aupportiDg an earl7 land purchase. 

There 1a no einele be•t source tor archaeological records troll tba paet. 
Tille and a7ate11at1c aearchiDg are easential. The task 1a slow' but revard-
1Dg. It ia, howe-...r, a task which 11111t be underta.kan ao that reaearch 
vorlr:era of tod&J and tba future ma.7 ccaprebend the pe.at as llUCb as poseibl• 
before engaging 1D field a.rcbaeoloa. Thia lcnowledge allows a .:>re cri ti.cal 
and autboritatin uaeaament ot the eituati on. 
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