
 

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document is made available by The New Zealand 
Archaeological Association under the Creative Commons 

Attribution‐NonCommercial‐ShareAlike 4.0 International License.  
To view a copy of this license, visit 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by‐nc‐sa/4.0/. 



• 17 
NORTH TAR!Nill Ney PlYtllouth 

~ (The Archaeological Club associated with the Taranaki Museum will be 

• 

• 

returning to the swamps at iaitara to continue the excavations so successfully 
commenced last summer . As yet no archaeological field recording has bee n 
carried out but it is hoped that this too will become & part of the club's 
organised activities . - Ed.) 

- - ooOoo-- - -

SOOTH TARAN.ill by A. G. Buist, HaYera 

The scope of this preliminary report on site recording is confined to 
the southern part of Taranaki, from Hawera to Opunake. To date no recording 
has been done by the Association in the west or northern areas, though tourist 
trips have revealed a high density of sites. 

South Taranaki consists of plains which have been free fro~ bush f or 
some 2-5 miles from the coast, for an inde finite period. The reason for this 
open nature of the countryside is not geologically certain. Fores t timber 
lies at no great depth below the ground surface and it is possible t hat the 
land was cleared by burning by early. inhabitants . Evidences of a hi gh 
density of population are clear ly seen. Whilst kainga(villages) and bush 
sites have l eft no trace, t he numerous field monuments indicate that a large 
population occupied the area. Within a r ad ius of 6 miles of Hawera we have 
recorded at least 80 fortified~ sites and there is documentary evidence of 
over 20 kainga of whi ch there is now no trace. Percy Smith states that, in 
1858 , whilst tr ave 11 ing back from Tau po •••• "I should think t hat from 

faitotara to Omata{some 100 miles) t here is a fortified~ at an 
average of every 10 miles, and each would contain 100-200 people". 

Thia is a gross, but pa r donable, under-estimation for he spent only two days 
on this part of t he trip. In the Hawera are a it is possible to see from any 
one site, one to seven others. 

Unfortunately, because of the rapid erosion of the coastline, coasta l 
fishing sites a r e now feY. Three of the se are of particular interest; Te Namu 
at Opunake, Ohawetoktoko at the ifaingongoro River mouth and 'laimate at the 
Kapune River mouth, The last of these, \Yaimate, cons i s ts of tYo isl and cliff 
£!. and a ka inga area of some ten acres. 

TRADITIONS; Traditional ly the area has been occupied by the Ngati Ruauui tribe 
s ince the fleet, the tribe being one of the two founded by members of the 
!otea canoe, under the command of Turi who se ttled finally on· the Patea River. 
There i s al s o unequivoca l evidence of occupation during the Archaic phase of 
culture. Hapu of Ngati Ruanui were: Nga Ruabine, Tangahoe , ~gati 'fipa ra, · 
Ngati llanuhiakai, Ngati Tu and Paka Kohi. The divisions of the Tangahoe hapu 
were: Hamua , Hapotoki, Ngati Tanewai, Ngati Tupaea and Ngati Hine(Thi s is an 
amplification and c l arification of t he triba l divi s ions recorded by S,Percy 
Smith. I am indebted to John Houston for this information). These vari ous 
branches of the tribe remnin as entities today, 

The present generation is not on the whole very clear about the traditions 
of the tribe, the frequent retort being "I Yish I had lsitened to rrry father 
when he told us things". For various reasons the tribe suffered many 
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adversities in the early and middle eighties and tribal coherence, no doubt, 
yas lost. The tribe was , in part, defeated during the early intertribal 
musket raids. .\fter colonial wars of occupation the whole of coastal 
•raranaki vas confiscated uncler the Na tive Land Settlement Act of 1803 and tl:e 
events of the next twenty yea r s did not make the ~aori any more anxious to 
relay the t r aditions of the tribe to the pakeha. Tribal history aud place 
names are lost forever . 

DOCID!ENTAT I ON: 1'~is is el:tensive. if not comprehensive . The earliest aud 
:nost detailed account of two sites(Te Namu and 'iaimat.e) is found in i¥.B. 
~larshall 1 s "A Personal ~arrati-te of r,.o Vi s its to ~.z . in the H.lf.S. 
Alligator", London, ~isbet 1836 . Extracts of this a r e in ifell's "History of 
Taranaki", Seff ern's "Garden of New Zea l and" and in W.H.Ski nner 's " ?iooee r 
~ledical ~!en of 'far anaki". S.Percy ::imi th recorded a great deal of trc.di t. io a;i l 
knowledge a nd hi stor y in "Hi story and r radi ti ons of the Tara nc.ki Cons t ". 
Elsdon Best recoriled(in t he a r chaeological sense) only Te Xamu and :tai:iate P-< 

i n South Ta r anaki in " Che Pa :1ie.or i ", t h o·;gh seve r al other sites nr e :ne n t i on.o<.. 
by vay of reference, Cowno's "The ~e w Zel\ l and iiar s" documents t he nrea in 
the 1860 1 s very fu lly , J ohn Uo~s ton, of Ha.were., published ~ ful l and 
va l uable account oi' pa sites nec. r :l1u·e ra i.n the He. were. Star in t.he ear ly 1 :i30 ' 
An une:pec tedly unfruitful docu~ent i s Robe rt's "History of Ha wera and the 
',fa i raate :!:' l a i;:is". 

PRESERVATION of SIT£S! . . . E.'\sy access by agr icultural machine r y has resul tetl in 
tile obli teration of a number of sites . l);riog t o the soft nature of the volcs:11 c 
soils, all s ites a re e r oded to soce extent. Bnnks are usually reduc ed to ar: 
undulation but some s till stnnd at 8 feet. Ditches suffer f rom silting by 
eroding banks and s ca r ps though some are re corded Yith a depth of 12 feet nr:r.l 
have perpend i cul a r scarps s till intact, Semi-sub terranean r ectangule r pits 
are frequently Yell pre served; these are of t~o types - a shal low, flat
bottomed possible house site and a s loping- s idc rl, narrow-bottomed deere r ty~~ 

of unkoYn use, On sites where these are 1'ell pre served, usually one only i s 
rimmed, Subte rranean circular pits a r e i nvariab ly in a collapsed state and 
are easily confused with semi -subte rrr.ne11n circular pi t s , .i.t Te NP.mu and 
Vaiwat e pa, these pits a r e Yel l prese r, ~d havi ng been cut into ha r d stony 
a gg lomerate . Sites which hav e been levelled by far ming may s till be vi sible 
in the earl y spr ing owing to the differenti al rate of grass growth. 

TYPES of SITE: E t f ti 11 t f . t . th xcep or ie swamp pa , a ypes o pa s1 es occur w1 a 
notable pr eponderance of heaoland si tes, possib ly due to the fact that head
l ands into rivers and str en'TIS are a coon:noa topographica l feature . Of the 80 
s ites mentioned , 12 occupy nn erea of 3 acres or more . The r emainder diminis h 
in si2e down to 80f t, ' squar es 1 , ou ly t~·o of the smaller of the s e being c l el\rl y 
gunfi ghte r s i tes - the pur pose and n~e .>f i..he others remains to be de ter;ii t.etl 1 

as they form no pe rt of local tra d ition cad are , without el:ception, unne~ed. 
Such a s i te is illustrated - Nl29/44, headland pa of upland variety, 

The 12 l ar ge sites vary in co~p le xi ty vith the nature of the terrain. 2 
large hill pa, Ohangai(N129/10) and Te Puru (Xl29/25), consist or a single 
platform defenrled by ditches , bcnk nn1 ~erracea extending around the slope of 
the hill , Terraces alone J.r e :i!Jt ~OM!!l'Jn c!~1e 11sive structures. Ridge and 
headland s ites are more comple:, the defences be ing both lateral and trans verse 
ditches and banks, often in seri es , enc l os ing large areas of flattened terrain 

-
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- for which a term is yet to be -devised. Puke-ti(Nl29/50), Puke-Tarata (Nl29/ 4G) 

and Puhi- Puhi (Nl29/51) are headland pa while Te Ruaki (N l 29/6) is a large 
c omplicated ridge site relyi ng on natural bluffs along the whole of t he nor th 
side. 

Mos t o f the sites , l a r ge a nd small, rely to a greate r or lesse r extent 
on n~ tural de f ences . The ~njority of sites, however , are overlooked by 
higher hills <naking them vulnerab le to muske t and cannon fire. Coire.n has 
rec orded nil i tary act ion against seve r a l fortified pa in th i s area(eg. Co~n n 
vol.2 , p . 66 ) but in no instance ..-a s t he po. able to resis t atta ck , no rlo11bt 
owin~ to this exposure . Such vas not the case i n the grPRt bush s ites sn c h ~· 
Te Ngutu o Te ~lanu wile re the at-tac:iing mi li tRry f orce s ire re r ee.di ly l\Ud 
i gnominiously defeated . Evidence available to date Yould le ad us to the 
conclusion that the gun-fighting ~laori relied very lit t l e on these fo r tif i e c! 
sites but r a the r, used hasti ly constr u c ted defens ive posit ions of ~1 ich l i~~t h 

or noth i ng r~nn i ns today . The only pe. to r esist t he ons l 1\Ughts of t:•e f ir st 
muske t rai ds from the !Yaikato '.llaori s in the early 1830 's we r e re .Samu , .ia ima ~e 

and .\raukuku pa, all extr emely s trong topogre.phically - there •as no occasio-i 
to attack these pa during the Y~r s of occupa tion. 

PUHi -PUHi PA 
SITE Nl2<.J/51 

FURrHER P."S~'-nH . c. z:;r.,-. t.-. : 'ol'he n the task of re cordi ng is completed, t he most pressiul; 
problem t o s o l ve will be t he na ture end purpose of the numerous s ma ll defended 
sites . Owi~g ~D the exte ns i Te middens present on most of the l a r ge sites, no 
expl orat i on end r.na lysis of these i s a furthe r re s earch project . ·rbi s may 
l ead to thie discovery of more Archaic phase oc cupation in areas ret:1ote from 
Waingongoro . At the ~oment our gr oup of four, plus ch ildren, has its hands 
full. 
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