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Unfortunately, though there were three feet of loose debris on
the floor of the tunnel, only the top two inches showed any evidence
of human occupation. Ve pointed out the lack of evidence of long
usage to our farmer friend and he accepted our findings, particularly
viien we pointed out that there were undoubted remains of a laori
village in the sorub on the hill fifty feet higher up. Though he
wes disappointed he appreciated ocur point that the liaori of old were
not likely to use a draughty and fairly damp rock shelter when there
wvas a oomfortable villege close at hand.

These two digs brought home to us our lack of numbers so we
decided to stage a Field Day with the object of attracting new
members. Ve deoided to make the Tamahere Pa the central feature
of our ield Day because of its unique character and, as a contrast,
we then proposed to talie the party to the FarrawsPa which is of the
headland types The latter two have not a2s yet been excavated by us
though they are included in our future plarns, Specially invited to
attend the Field Day were the members of the \iaikato Historical
Society and the members of our owvm parent body the ‘aikato Branch of
the Royal Society of N.Z. (formerly the ilaikato Secientifio Assn.).
The cupport accorded this vemture exceeded our wildest dreams because
on liarch 12th we found ourselves leading a convoy of 38 cers and
trucks orammed with 150 adults and children.

‘le are considerably elzted by the many congratulatory remarks

ebout the Field Day which were showered upon us, and the numerous
enquiries from prospective mecbers augers well for the future.

BREGaRERRED *

TAMAHERE PA
by C.G. Hunt

Tamahere Pa is situated about seven miles from Hamilton just off
the main highway to Cambridge, though it is separated from the road by
a deep gully whioh entails a detour along the ilatangi road.

It was here that Virimu Tamehana signed the peace with General
Carey in liay 1665. The exact spot vhere the treaty was signed on a
piece of ‘notepaper, is stated to be marked with a cairn and it was
while searching for this monument that we located the central citadel
of the pae The pa belonged to a hapu of the Hgati-Haua and the local
chief was Te -eihi who was a kinsman of Tamehana.

The locality is a flat plain laid down by the Vaikato River in -the
geological past but the pumicious alluvium has now been deeply scored
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by local stresms which have carved wide and tortucus gullies, These
gullies are swampy and covered with raupo and scrub but the surrounding
land is now fertile farmland,

There are mumerocus surface indications of fortifications scattered
over a wide area but the citadel is at the rear of lr., H. Peteriin's
farm and is situated on a half'-acre llaori reserve. The central redaubt
is loocated on a hillock surrounded by swampe This hillock is 100 feet
bigh but is slightly lower than the surrounding farm lands. To give
access to the hillock across the swamp, an earth causeway has been
constructed from the higher banks to a spur conveniently leading down
from the hillocke This causeway is all of forty feet high and the
approach bank has been cut away to provide spoil and to make a better
grade. The labour involved must have been prodigiocus and it is
difficult to see why it was built so high as a lower one could bhave
served the purvose.

Thick scrub consisting mostly of blackberry, gorse and acacia covers
the hillock down to swamp level and this had to be cleared before
excavations could commence and the general lay-out of the redoubt could
be reveeled.

At a point Just beyond where the causeway joined the leading ridge
of the hillock a defence ditch hed been dug to a depth of ebout fifieen
feet, Excavations revealed that this had been protected om the irner
sids by a palisade which comtimued right round the top of the hilloc.
thus enclosing an area of less than a quarter aocre. Inside this
palisade were mhat we at first belleved to be five excavated lut sites
but, on further excavation, one of these turned cut to be two haon-d
close togethers Evidence was quite clear that they were hangi in
spite of the fact that the characteristic stones were misaing apart
from a few shattered fregments. A curious feature of the four hut
sites was that there was no vegetation growing in them though acacias
were growing thickly up to their edges. The scls exception
was the largest site (B) which had two straggly ecacias just inside
its perimeter. Our excavetions revealsd thet ferm bhad been used
almost exclusively for bedding as microscopic examination of the
material from the floors of the bhut sites showed no sign of other
vegetation, One member subsequently put forward the theory that the
fern had made the s0il of the but sites too acid for acacies which
are legumes and dislike an acid scil, Soil samples wers ascordirgly
taken at various levels and subsequent tests revealed the FH count of
one sample to bo L9 and of the other 5.5. Both thus show a fairly
high acidity and would support the theory that hed been propounded.

East of the enolosed area a partly overgrown track led dosm the
side of the hillock to a good freshwater spring which must have been
the source of supply for water used by the inhabitants, At the rear
of the defences enother rartly overgrown track led down a steep ridgs
to the swamp and this oould have been, and probably was, an escape routs,
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On the southern side of the fortified area was a small terrsse
et a lower level, It is quite commom to find such artifically
created terraces on hilltop pa where extra space has had to be
rrovided for additional hut sites. Howover, this ons revealed no such
site end we conjectured that the terrace may have been constructed after
the introduotion of firearms, The main fortified area would be within
renge of old time muskets from the higher level fronting the pa and,
though some of tho inmates oould have found shelter behind the defence
banks, not all could have dome so. We believe that this lower terrace
was oonstructed to give edded shelter because it is located in a
poaition vhich is cut of renge from the surrcunding high land thaugh
we bave no direct evidence that the pa was ever attacked by a raiding

party armed with European weapons.

About & half-mile south of the pa are the remains of en earth dam
and fragments of the mill that onoce existed there. We had been
irformed that the local Maori had had a flour mill in the distriot
befors the area was cut up for Buropean settlement, but its location
vas not known until cur discovery. Some small lumps of red ochre
vere found oan the pa site but no artefacts. As the fortified pa is
small in area and rather unique in character wel restored it to its
original state with the exception of re-ersoting the palisades and
hrts, while a set of rails was erected across the causewsy to keep
ot stock, :

As the pa is now not likely to be damaged by stock the mezbem o
the local group will be very pleased to show any visiting archaeclogists
over this umusual site provided they pay a visit before the blackberry
and ecscia take charge again,





