
 

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document is made available by The New Zealand 
Archaeological Association under the Creative Commons 

Attribution‐NonCommercial‐ShareAlike 4.0 International License.  
To view a copy of this license, visit 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by‐nc‐sa/4.0/. 



16 
A large portion of the Inland Patea lies Yitbin the area covered by the 

volca nic ash showers of the central Nbrtb Island. While t here is no 
evidence as yet of hum~n occupation beneath these shower s they provide a 
valuable horizon for dating pur poses and t he ir effect on vege tation and moa 
populations hos to be taken into consider ation in t he r econstruction of the 
prehistoric env ironment, Float pumice ca rried by a prehistoric flood in the 
Hnngitikei River has been found in a s ilt l aye r on the floor of a habitation 
s ite at Tarare. Located a t a higher l eve l than the recorded his t oric fl ood 
of 1897, this float pumice i s va luable evidence of prehi s toric flooding, 

To date t her e bas been no official s ite r ecord ing carri ed out in the area 
nlthough priv a te records covering fieldwork ove r a numbe r of years a re in 
existence . Steps a r e being taken regarding the formation or a local f i e l d 
~ roup to carry out field r e c ording a nd environmenta l studies. A series of 
historic gunfi ghter's pa , at a ltitude s in excess of 3000ft, above sea l l evel , 
are probab l y the mos t interesting field monuments in the re gion , es we ll as 
the i1 i gbest defensiv e earthworks in New Zealand. 

The mos t i mportant f eature of e rchaeo l og ical work duri ng t he present 
season hos been the discov e r y of a f r agment of moa bone iu a bu~an occupation 
level on a rive r terrace bes ide Lhe Rangi ti ke i Rive r, A pr e li ~i nc~y 
inv e stigation hns revealed a cons iderRb l e nmount of obsidian , os wel l as the 
f irst occurence of f lak~ a r tefac t s of flint on on I nland Patea site . F l int 
does not normnlly occur within tbc reg ion, except as a pebbly co~g l ooe rate 

in the Wa itotar an limestone which abuts agains t the Ruah ine Range. A.s t.hia is 
probab ly the first inland North l s land s ite t o produce moa ma teria l f r o1:1 au 
occupation level, it is hoped tha t. futur e excavations will prov i de fur ther 
evidence of cooa hunting i n the r egion. (Author' s note : .At this stage it Yould 
be unwise to speculate on the age of the moe. r eco. ins or the cultural phase 
associntcd with them . It i s of interest t o r ecall that ~lr . G. L.Adkin discovered 
an i mported flint knife with a group of moa gi zzard-stones at an altitude of 
2680ft. above sea level on the Tararua foothill s , See Hor owbenua, 1948 , 
pp. 80-83 ) . 

- --oo·ooo-- - -

TAUPO by T.H osk ing , Taupo 

The Tnupo region i s parti cularly rich in archaeo logica l s i tes. Her e, as 
in 1,he Inl nnd Pnt.el\ re gion, the Maori population has not move d o.-::i.y to any 
gr ent extent . ~!any owners have moved only to the surrounding t\reP..s au d i n 
so~e cases sti ll emp l oy sites as t ri ba l burial grounds . IL i s poss ibl e , by 
gaiuing the goodwi ll o f the Maoris concerned, to carry out field i~v e ~ ti _~ tioa 

of mnny site s but. excnva t ion is, of course, precluded , Tbe prese1·vot. i o:i () f 
mos t s ites i s good bu t the opening of new far ming areas has effec ued a c c ~~~!~ 

number . 

(Pressure of work hn s prevente d Mr .Hoski ng from compili ng a fu l l e r acc o~nt. 
of this interesti ng r egion in time for thi s i ssue of the News l e t ter - Ed.) 
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