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THE AMS TRADEMARK 

Sarah Macready 
Department of Conservation 

Auckland 

A recent Department of Conservation report on the 19th century artefacts from 
Chancery St, Auckland, included an illustration of a clay pipe with a distinctive 
impressed mark: 'AMS' set within a bow (Macready and Goodwyn 1991 : 72 P49; 
see Fig. 1 below) . This could not be attributed to a maker at the time (ibid.: 
61). However, the mark can now be identified as the trademark of the firm 
Silber and Fleming of London and Paris. In c.1883 this firm published an 
'Illustrated Catalogue of Furniture and Household Requisites', selections from 
which have recently been republished as The Victorian Catalogue of Household 
Goods (Bosomworth 1991). The AMS trademark appears on every page of the 
c.1883 catalogue, but apparently does not feature in earlier versions 
(Bosomworth 1991: 6). 

Founded as a small fancy goods warehouse in 1856 by Albert Marcius 
Silber, a naturalised Briton originally from Schleswig-Holstein, and N.H. Fleming, 
by the 1870s the business had expanded into a large manufacturing and 
import/export firm dealing in a very large range of household items. These 
included silver, electroplate, cutlery, china, glass, jewellery, clocks and watches, 
gas lamps and fittings, luggage, small items of furniture, ornaments, bathroom 
and kitchen equipment and utensils, birdcages, tents and hammocks, carriages 
and carts, agricultural implements, sports equipment, pushchairs and prams, 
toys, pipes and tobacconists' sundries. 

Fig. 1. Left: clay pipe from Site R11/1589 (Chancery St), scale 1:1. Right: the 
Silber and Fleming trademark (after Bosomworth 1991 : passim). 
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Silber and Fleming boasted that almost every article in their catalogue was 
held in stock and could be dispatched within a few hours of receiving the order. 

With such a wide range of items available for export, the AMS trademark 
could be found on almost any type of household goods from 19th century 
archaeological sites, and it therefore seems appropriate to draw attention to it 
here. 
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