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3. 
transferred to \Vhclca tane • 

.. 
l ir D. Staffor d i s a very ~ctive member. of the Association from 

Rotoru.i. It is mostly thro11gh his efforts that this year's conference 
pr oinises to b e so inte r esting and nell - organized. The Auckland Society 
r emembers Mr· Stafford. particularly for li.is phenomenal lmowl cdge of .A:rawa 
traditions, ab out vmich he spok e in . Auckl~ l as t year. 

Mr R.H. Parker, Student ChairmD.n of ·the Auckland Society, i s a 
school t eacher in Auckland us vrell as a student in Anthropol ogy. He 
directed the trial exca vations a t "Skipper s Ridge " a t Opito Bay, and 
vrill contirru.e in this capacity a t the May excavations on the snme si t c . 
The Soci etY l ooks f on-rard to a l ecture this coming year by Mr Parker on 
Libyan archaeol ogy. 

1tr- R. Br ovm, an Auckland school t eacher, spent some years in Waipu, 
end, as those wh o attended l ast year' s confer ence Yrill r emeniber, imple
mented an ruribitious s cheme of field r e cording in the Waipu district . 

These persons a r c only a f evt of those in the Auckland .area who have 
been active in archaeol ogy in the pas t f ew years . The articles t h8.t 
follow describe some of the group and in~vidual activitie s t hat have 
r ecently been under way. We hope th.at Association member s Yrill find 
these of inter es t and tha t f'uture i ssues of the Nmvsle tte r will pr ovide 
a means for per sons and groups in other areas to repor t their activities 
o.nd findings . 

OF AUCKLAND 

THE AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY l iRCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY by Wallace lurbr ose 

Mor e than 2000 cubic yards ago the University Archaeological Socie1{f's 
meagre member ship sought for space t o s i.nk its new sp~des .and trouel s in 
order to jus tify its title. Since then the Soci ety and its o.ct ?-vi ties 
and ~spirations have increased in v olume and variety. Some of the mor e 
i.mportant sit es t ackled in the ycn.r to d.:ttc have b een given prominence in 
the mor e detailed descriptions included in this newsl e tter. It rrny awear 
f r om these that the Society ' s rm.in achievements lie in the successf'ul 
excavation and extraction of evidence for their O\vtl right, but this i s 
only partly true for one of the comnri. ttee ' s major con cerns is that all 
a ctivities should be designed t o provide the best training in as many 
aspects of archaeol ogy as possible . It i s inconceivabl e tha t the .Socie ty 

~ should mer ely b ecomo a well or ganised l abour f orce racing ab out the 
country doing odd jobs. For .this r eason the Society h.:i.s l aid · great . 
C':tr?hnsis on specialis t training and to impl ement its a im has r..ad the 

,. assistance of' an e'.'ri.husias tic g:ro-;.:p of lectill'ex-s. A bri ef SUL"a:Inr'J of 
lo.st year's topics v.Till ill ustru.te these aims mor e full y . 



4. 
Mr F isher of the Auckland L"lsti tute and 1hseum go..ve a compact 

~ru..ly~is of the nnnufacture and use of J.hori fishing devices wi. th 
s2eci.al emphasis on types mor e likely to b e found by the archaeologist. 

J.h' Brother s of the University Geol ogy- Dept. cleared the air of 
11l'.i.3conceptions r egardi ng identificati on of rock type s in hand specimens 
and c.efined· the lirni ts of geology- in this respect. He also dwelt on 
tnt: cifficulty of assigning sources t o much of the r ock used in 'adze 
ma.nu:'acture v.rith particular r eference to greenstone . This subject was 
..ievel".>ped in three consecutive l e cture- study groups. 

J:r Taylor, of the University 11.nthropology Dept. also presented a 
thl~ee lecture- study series on the subje ct of bone s for archaeologists 
nr!.CI i:c .. particular to aids in dis tinguishing types of dentition. 

under the leadership of Roger Gr een and J a ck Golson the field 
recor::ling scheme ·was giv en a trial run by the Univcrsi ty society o.t 

. !0.ipa.:r:-a South Head and the r esults of this arc described separately. 
li0wevcr , Roger Gr een presented a s a prelude to the Kai.para trip an in-
vo.lv"lble practical course in elementary surveying. The handbook which 
all .t1..s soci£J. ti.on members r eceived \7o.s in fact compiled from., tho pr elim
inary .a t Mipara arid included pr epara t ory surveying. · . . 

1£ . .!c tings held n t r egulnr intervals throughout the year included 
t-:10 :t ._3cinn ting 1 ectures on over seas archaeological vrork. Mr ·Ralph 
.rm:Lner described his activities in o. lecture en ti tlcd "NcYr Guinea Pre
hi '3tocy and its Problems ", and lx Roger Green gave o.n outline of his 
{lurk in the American South West. 

'.L'wo full day s ho.ve been spent by the Auckland group in the task of 
c1ccni ng and sorting mat e rial r e cover ed fron vo.rious excavo.tions. 

In continuance of the o.:ir.l of giving a f air degree cf corrq;>etencc 
and critical appr ai sal of any material uncovered, this co!1Jing year ' s 
activities .ha ve been planned to include : ~ Study groups in soil aru:Llys::i.s 
s li.c ll ident:if'i= tj on, greens tone nrtifucts, further work in surveying, 
furth~r work on orgo.nised field r e cor ding and a course on distributknril 
study of artifacts . Lectures have been planned on several subjects in
clu5.ing "the impor tance of the kuri in Maori economy" and thori tradi
tion : ego.rding the settlement of Nevr Zealnn.d. . 

· That Laurie and Helen Birl':3 ore n ov1 continuing exC'.lvations at 
s~~ah' s Gull y nnd other oe.rnber s o.r e contemplating simil ar extensions 
'to the rrain centrally or ganised excavation speaks fo.vourably of the 
s ocie ty's policy. 

In the firm b elief that the mountn.in of co.rth moved has provided 
o..n cq\.lally impressive number of ~dept a~chaeologicnl enthusiasts, the 
sccie~y can now b ecome m9r c specific in. sel~ctio:n of key sites , o.nd by 
s o doinf make even more important cont:..·.Lbuti.ons ·to New Zealand s Pre
his bry probl em sol ving . 




