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in fact, whereas the excavation associated with any.particular Chinese
rock shelter would normally involve only about 40m (Ritchie, n.d.a.).

A notable feature of the surveys and excavations undertalzen to date
in the Cromwell area has been an arnarent ebsence of concentrated midden
dumps associated with the Chinese habitation sites. The normal pattern
has been to find intermittent scatters of midden material in and around
structures and occasionally small caches or lens of midden. Although
this pattern of midden disposal might be anticipated in relatively short
term rural mining camps, ethnographic analogy with practically any
sedentary cultural group one could name, would suggest that a large
urban population, such as that at Chinatown, would produce a consider-
able volume of rubbish, One might 21so expect the rubbish to be habit=
ually dumped in or near the same locztions. This apparent lack of
concentrated middens associated with a relatively sedentary occupation
requires further investigation.

Conclusions

Although no major analyses have been undertaken on the materials
excavated from Chinatown as yet, some patterns are immediately evident.
There was a continuing reliance on food and other rroducts imported from
China, These products were initially brousht in by Chinese merchant -
entrepreneurs in Dunedin (Sew Hoy being one of the most notable) and
then retailed by Chinese storekeepers in Cromwell and in other goldfield
settlements., The range of products imported wes extensive. It
included the following foodstuffs: tea, (in copper tins); rice (in sacks);
soya 0il, preserved ginger, a range of dried vegetables and products
such as salted garlic, salted radish, pickled lemon and shrimp sauce
écreenwood,1978:46) 2ll in ceramic containers, Ng Ka Py and Shao Hsing

saki) alcoholic beverages were also imported in distinctive ceramic
containers. Other imported products included a wide variety of cera-
mic bowls, cups and spoons, brass and iron wok ladles, chop sticks,
opium (in copper tins), Chinese medicines (in glass phiala?, opium
pipes (bamboo shafts with ceramic bowls), cloth, gold scales (Li Ding
type). pearl buttons, coins and gambling pieces such as counters and
dominoes, Analysis of the manufacturing techniques of the various
imported Chinese artefacts is an interesting field in its own right
but is beyond the scope of this paper. The Chinese also used many
items of European (mainly English or New Zealand) manufacture, many of
which were obtained from stores run by their fellow countrymen, For
example, one Kum Goon Wa advertised in the Cromwell Argus (17/5/1881)
that he was a "Chinese Storekeeper and Fancy Goods Warehouseman". He
stated that he had "Cne sale, at prices which will command a ready mar-
ket, Teas, Sugars, and General Groceries for English as well as Chinese
customers, and of superior qualities to any hitherto introduced into
the district".
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Although the Chinese retzined many of their own custonms, they
quicklay adopted the wearing of European miners working clothins because
of the cold. They also used or made similar tools to those used by
the European miners such as picks, shovels, gold pans, and cradles,
Other items of western manufacture which are frequently uncovered during
the excavation of Chinese sites in the Cromwell area include clay and
briar pipes, bone handled brushes, knives and combs, crocks and cutlery,
enamelled and iron pets, alcohol bottles (particularly square case gin -
which they also used in coocking), aerated waters (mainly Dunedin and
Alexandra manufacturers), numercus medicine and universal painkiller
containers (glase and ceramic), condiment bottles (notably vinegar,
sauces and picklea), ceramic toothpaste and ointment contaziners, many
varieties of tinned products (such as fish, jams, tea, matches and
tobacco) and a wide range of nails, spikes and buttons. Buckets and
kerosine tins were used for conveying and storing water.

The main faunal materials indicate consumption of cattle, pig and
sheep meat, chickens, ducks, hens eggs and fish. Although the Chinese
are reputed to have had a marked preference for pig meats, cattle and
sheep bones are well represented in the faunal assemblages. The
Chinese had their own pigs and chickens in Chinatown and probably
maintained breeding populations, The fish bone is most likely derived
from tinned fish,

The Chinese miners appeer to have collected and re-used many dis-
carded European items such as pieces of iron standards (used for fire
bars and door stanchions), off-cuts of tin sheeting and kerosine-type
tins for roofing and walling) and wire (from which they mede various
small tools). These materials would have been readily available from
either the numerous tips around the riverbanks of Cromwell or the
European blacksmiths, They also re-used the imported ceramic dried
vegetable containers for cooking, and several items notably the opium
deal (funs) trays, were produced from spent herbal tea tins.

Early writers have painted a broad scenario of the Chinese as a
frugal, adaptive people who retained many of their own customs. Archaeo-
logical investigations of Chinese sites supporis these impressions. How=-
ever, all too often historical accounts of the Chinese lean heavily
towards an anecdotal rather than a factual and balanced record of their
life style and activities. Controlled excavation of Chinese sites,
coupled with thorough literary research can help redress this imbalance.
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Postscript

The Chinatown excavation has been made into a television docu-
mentary by Ciscon Films of Dunedin. It will be screened on TVNZ
later this year. A display based around the Chinatown excavation is
presently being set up in the Ministry of Works Information Centre in
Cromwell. Until the site is eventually inundated, it will be main-
tained by the Otago Goldfields Park Board.
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CHINATOWN EXCAVATIONS Plate 2. The remains of stone dwellings.






