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±HE GRE/.T fii,RBOUR OF TlillL. by G. L. i>dldn. 

The vieTI may perhaps reasonably be held t hat, as a 
pr eliminnry t o archaeological rcse:?.rch m t hin any area or 
district, t he cataloguing of the traditional pl ace- names and 

4. 

t he accurate plotting of oldtime sites Ylith indicati ons of their 
principal f eatur es (or by conventional si gns) , i s a task of 
firs t priority. One may go f\lrther nnd suggest that uithout 
such n comprehens ive preliminary survey of any area , the uork of 
the archaeologist may fail to achi eve its fUll value and meani ng. 
'fhis could l)articula rly apply to the Nei;: Zeal and region 'r.'!herc 
9ulture deviation from its sol link - dis t ant Oceania and its 
b order lands - l eaves only local native cus toms and traditional 
l ore as n guide to pertinent interpretation of the materiel re
vealed by systcrnz.ti c excav~tion. 

It ·.-,c.s somet hing of t hese considerations thct l ed t o t he 
compilation of a revision of t he recorded but i;Ji.del y dispersed 

• 

place- names and the olden sites of Pcllington H.rbour and environs, ~ 
and a deciding factor uas the <:'.vail" bili t y nm: of suitably accurat e 
and detailed topogrn.phic maps. The; recently published volumne 
b eu ring t he title, The Great Harbour of Ta ra, by G. Lesli e Adkin 
(~Tnitcombe & Tombs Ltd. , 1959), had for its objective the bringing 
tog~ther into system~tic order all the recorded Polynesian place-
names of South-11restern ··'ellingtor. , ~d the pl['tcing of t hem in their 
correct positions on the adGquatc modern map. Previously no such 
map \7as available and many plo..ces of former occupo.tion or other 
human use could not be exactly s i tod. 'i.'i th tho aid of an ade-
quat e map , r econnaissance of the territory enabled, in many cases , 
sufficient traces of bygone sites to be f ound t o allo11 them to be 
preci sel y plotted. This involved some pl o.ccs the position of · 
\7hich r equired Mic..ndmcnt and, in ac1di tion, included spot s never 
before plotted, as •:.ell as o. fo-:1 nc-aly re.corded names preserved 
principally on obscure t a ttered c~rly mn.r.uscript ~ps and plans. 

L lengthy lis t of bygone inhabitonts, recorded by the e~rly 
i,..:ri tors, :reveal different customs and cul t.ural creracters, the". t 
a r chaeology i s no~ t ending to confinn or elucidntc . ~hilc recipro-
cally, tr~dition h~s provide0 usef\11 clues in asS'.B5i ng and <I 

correctly interpreting t he evidonce rcvco.led by the spade. 1. 
hclpf\11 point thnt has emer ged i s thot the ver sion of the tr::i.dition-
al r ecord received by the C[lrlicr European enquiries appe<:'.r s nenrer 



• -· ~ 
', 1.. • l - .;: , ..... . - r : v t he; a.rcu t;Olu1 .!.GC.l c;·: io.0· co, t:~~n o.o ~omc 

:..;ubscqucn v orsion.:; thr..t h:: .. vc bc,cn modified end cmbc:llishcd under 
t he inf luence of pa.keha- introduccd doct rine;s end ideas . 

The succession of peoples t hat have b een in occupation of 
the Te 1'.~gn-nui-E'.Taro.. territory hcve n.11 contributed to the 
placc-nomencl~ turc . Since ?ol yncsio.n placc-n~.mes embody much 
history of bygone inhabi t ants cs \7Cll o.s preserving tho names of 
IllD.ny not cbl c people from among them, the v'liue of place-names und 
of the s ites ni t h i.7hich such nrunes uc r e associ o.. t ed, cannot be 
other t ho.n c..n a id in the assessment of dat a ob+,aincd by a r chacol-
ogicnl i nvesti gation. Conve r sely, \7her e und to the extent t hat 
the nrchaeology c onfirms or fits in -.-.ti.th tr~.di+.ion , such tro.dition 
may confitlcntly b e uccept ed, a t l cnst on e tcnt~tive be.sis, a s 
h~ving sound fountlation on fact, to the mutuo.l ~cncfit of both 
studios. Sonc scept i c i sm may h.~ve been f ol t a ,; to t he ability of 
a non-litcra.t e people such a s t he Polynesi ans in their primitive 
sto. t e , t o pre: sorvc ·:;i th accuracy end hand dm.· l lmonlcdge of the 
events c.nd nrunes of persons of hundreds of ye~rs earlier. The 
P olyne s i ans had c. hi ghly orgo.nizc d , prn.ctiseO.., c..nd rigi d system 
of mcl!lorizcd orcl tro.nsmission , frol!l . encr a tion t o gene r ation, of 
r acitl and tribal events 2.nd the nl'.mes of pcrsc,nages {'.ti th pro-
tracted gcneo.logies) from v e ry r emot e ti.mes. It is suggested 
t hl'.t through much of the period of Pacif ic occupntion c..nd continu
ing into the occupo.tion of botcaroa (Ne;; Zen.land) , successive mig
r a tions of i ncomers end conquerors espused residues of capt u red 
women nho transmi ttcd t heir mm particular knowledge, peri od by 
period, t o their progGny, c.nd by this meo.ns the older nmnes, of 
places ~d events, '~Jere i n some measure preserved for posterity. 

The publi cation unde r noti ce uill serve t o cmpmsize the vn.lue 
of a knocledge of local geoloe,y r-.nd geomorphology in cl~rifying 
nnd in some ca ses explaini ng the signific~nce of archaeologicaJ. 
positions end funct i ons. The re is a t l east one c..rch£..eol of9.cn.l 
s i to ( n ru-.nclcss c.nd the.ref ore no-~ r eferred to in this book) in the 
~7ellington H~rbour a r en 1:hich, on "I. c a sual c..ncl uninfo1Tied a sse ss
ment , could nc.ver h£..vc been use d ( on its app~rent face vc lue) for 
human occupc.tion, ns it i s a t the preser!t time nt high- tide level 
".!ld m:-.s belo-.:- s en- l evel prior to t 'l-ie upli ft ~d earthqua ke of 1855. 
1. summing up of the s i t e from the gcomorphologicnl angle, hom~ver 
shous tha t c erta in consto.l change s ( other tho.n t he upli f t ) ho..ve 
occurred a t this place , and thllt the cooking ovens e nd mi dden heaps 
of the sit e a r c indeed i n situ and that t his sc ene of f or mer -----
c.ctivi ty -.-.-~,s once undoubtedly n snu g , dry , end f o.vourablc spot of 



food prepar: tion over a considoruble pertodo 

Jill" li.RCHJ:..IC TYPE OF Mi.ORI HEI- TIICT :i:'ROM THE \-.'AIR!1R/J.PA EAST CO~»ST 

by T. Barrov-1. 

I llus. Plate 1. 1ff'.p ref. Paho.oa N. 1 66 ( 2711 29) 

Mr. R. H. Broughton of Masterton recently p l [' c ed on deposit 
·.:ith the Dominion 1~useum :1. small tiki \-:hich he discovered (l.pril, 
19 57) imbeddcd in surface sand on t he f l oor of n '.7ind- eroded hollm-; 
in dune about n. mile south of Honeycomb Rock lighthouse , and 
nppr oxim£'_t ely 4DO yo.rds :fr om the shoreline. The front ~nd back 
viens of t his tiki (Plo.te 1) incl-i..cate tha t the specimcYi is re·
mn.rkable ·in both fonn and mo.teria l. 

Fi rst reference to 1Ir. BrourJ1~on ' s discovci~J D..~pca.rou in a 
17ellington n cnq>o.p c r (BYen-Ln.rs_Post. 6/5/57) under the caption "Baby 
tiki proves a puzzle - Unique find on the rlaira rapa coast. ·1 The 
report nlso sugecst cd that the mD..terial mi gh t be troni c:i.l clam 
( trido.cna.) but I ·.:as una.ble t o reconcile this -.:i t h the photograp!i. 
appearing '.7i th t he erticle \7hich shm-;ccl unusual but clec..r ly Maori 
1 .. -0-rlanL'.Ilship. 1.s I Yt2.S o•,·ersca~ f'_t the time of t he discovery it 
-,·1c-_s not possible t o invcsti go.te the find imme clia t el y , but soo;1 aft0r 
my return t o Ne~;· Zen.l~ncl !.: :-. Bt .Jughton visi teu the Dominicn }~ ~Fieu. 1 

":.'i th the ti~, deposited ~-n i _ri ,,,,..., .-.,...11 er:i; en, "lnd lcindl:;• invited 
me to v,isit the s iL 0 of tl:.a Cl5.scovery. In .Ml!.n..:n, '1959 , -.-:ith Mr .. 
Keith Ca.irns I ·,-isitcd }!r~ B:~0u.t:;r--Lon n t Glenburn , n h ...::n it u::.:., 
possible to travel i n c~n:;.x ..... y s ... L... ch, to the l e Cf.'.tion d..::fined nb, VCo 

Arin.rt f ro.n the benc L_t o f gcne1-. .. 1 o!J .:; ' :"Vf:'..tions in the :~cgLc~ , it 
'.10.E pcss:..·t-ile to es·~ ... '-blish the c; j_s t c:1ce of fr:->_i:;;nont.:; of r1'.::-' 'U1 bor10 
whe re the t i]ri -..as discovcrt;d, ·,;h_;_ cl.t col1i'i:"'!IlcJ. beJr._1~c1 r--io.scmo.ble 
dot.:bt, tha t t he :'.' r tif'ac-l:; •.ms i ;1 p rim2.ry assoc:..c.tio~ -;;i '~:i. a l:::u:rial. 

~:.th r c f C;rencc to -t.:he ma te.ri a l of rr:Cl.nufo.ctu:r·e ~ J~his '.·.·uu po ~ ·- 

t ively identif i cu 1>3• !:l:c. L I'::o LJll c s.' t h-3 DoTni on Ht:.::ewn as l '"lr ge 
dog c.ocklc ( Glycymc:ris ln.' .ice ot·:t l?) . '.f.'t.~ BoJ l ens Col lccti.Jn yie'._2.:... d 
V;,-o simflc ornc.md ..... s fron C a}>G J.:_ r.n. '\":?.n Dieman CL'. t from t he :::01: e 
type of sh.:::11 a.nr1 1 . .;V3al -L:-.G '.he ·1,rr...:..n

11 ·'isio:_o c 1 ti:·; ~ti '.·-.~-· ~L5.o 
11 grair;11 is due ~Jo -~.h:J tJronounce ... L r _::_~_"l.l ::.ib:::; r f i+ ; L::.rg~ dog cockle 
-::~ich r·;_" ... o :isc .J:c -,.:,·.~J""'i:- .. -::1'"'}- ~\ , :~.·:..!c':""_r- - . .,,.;cl1 :--,....,.,..~-.. . : 11 c1.cr":".,Y 

• 

.. 




