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~ne Obadiah Silcock. The last advertisement for the mill a ppears in 
early 1856. On 19th February 1861 during the First Taranaki War, t he 
mill was burnt down by the Maoris. It was subsequent ly re-opened in 
1870 as a flax mill but the property changed hands the following year 
and nothing more is heard of the mill. 

The site of the mill is now in a state housing area. Although 
the area beside the stream has been left as a reserve I suspect con­
siderable modification and there are no clearly identifiable surface 
remains of the mill. 

The Egmont Mill 

The last of the New Plymouth mills, and the most ambitious by far, 
was the Egmont, built on the banks of the Hu.atoki Stream in the centre 
of the town. This is now the only surviving flour mill building in 
Taranaki. 

In spite of the declining grain growing industry around New 
Plymouth and the increasing availability of imported flour, the owners 
invested £7,000 in the mill which commenced operation in 1867 (Plate 3) . 
By 1880 the mill was in difficulty. Although Egmont flour was cheaper 
than imported, local people rejected it because of its darker colour, 
due either to excess moisture in the grain or to a fungus called 'smut '. 
In 1885 the mill business was bankrupt although the mill continued to 
operate for a few more years under the management of its previous owners. 

Information about its operations are as sketchy as any of the other 
mills. It was powered by a 15 horse power steam engine and employed 
three pairs of French Burrs. In 1879 a Gardiner City Brush and Scalper 
was imported to cl ean the wheat before it was ground , probably in an 
attempt t o deal with the 'smut• problem. 

From 1923 to 1965 the building was used by the Farmer's Co- op and 
at that time some additions were made to the building on the ground and 
basement levels, and the facade was made more ornate with the number of 
windows increased. A lift well was also added at the rear to service 
all floors. At present the building is used as a Friday night/Saturday 
morning market. 

The building other than the ground floor was mainly used for storage 
and apart f rom the absence of machinery is pretty much in its original 
state. Filled holes in the floor throughout the building, for belts, 
shafts and sackhoi st, bear witness to the building's original funct ion. 

The ori ginal building is five storeys -high and is massively con­
structed to take the amount of vibration a lways experienced in a mill . 
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EGMO~JT STEAM FLOUR MILLS - 1867 

FIGURE 5. Location and ground floor plan of the Egmont Mill. 



- 186 -

_·,s examples, the basement wa lls e.re 60cm thick , a nd the floor boa rds 
8cm thick. It is supported up to the attic floor by pillars as seen 
in Figure 5. The b~sement walls are of loc0l stone and the rema inder 
of the building is of unlined board ~nd batten construction (now clad 
in ga l vanised iron on the exterior) . host of the building i s ricu 
with some kauri . 

Some of the more interesting features of the building include: 
1. A stone r oom at t he north end of the basement ( 7. 9m x 2. 75m) ~rhich 
has bricked up areas in the north wall, in the approximate position of 
the chimney, has been removed . This room would probably have housed 
the steam engine ~hich powered the mill . 
2. Unlike the rest of the ground floor the loading bay has been little 
altered with its inter ior walls still board and batten and a wheel guide 
just inside the front doorway, on the left side, to stop carts bumping 
into the doorposts. The loading bay has no pilla rs, ~nd is 1 supported 
by special bracing on the floor above . It has a higher ceiling t han 
the rest of the gr ound floor. 
3. The a r ea above the loading bay may have had a special purpose. 
Apart from its higher floor, it is divided off from the rest of the 
fi r st floor by a board r,nd batten wall, the only such division on any 
of the floors, the rest being completely open. 
4. Although the storage bins are gone , the attic wa s certainly used 
for the storage and mixing of grain. 

At present it is impossible for the most part to assign specific 
functi ons to the differ ent parts of the building. I am in the process 
of surveying the buil ding with the help of an architect and once th~t 
is completed I hope to be able to make more sense of the filled holes 
in t he floor boards as they start to form patterns from floor to floor. 

The future of this building is not certain by any means. As the 
l ast flour mill building standing in Taranaki, a nd as a building of 
beautiful spaces ~nd solid construction , it may make some cla im for 
pres erva tion, despite a fair amount of borer and some risk of fi re. 

Acknowledgements 

I woul d like to acknoi-1l edge my very real debt to Ron Lambert , 
Director of the Taranaki HuseUI:1 , w::. thout whose help I .,,ould not have 
got far . He has pointed me in the r ight directions , searched m~terie l , 
t aken photographs , copied museum photographs and much more. 

I would also like to ackno,-rledge the help of Kelvin Day who has t aken 
photographs for me, ~:r. Robert Ardern fo r his advice about the Victoria 
site and the staff of the New Ply::.outh L~nds and Deeds , and Lands and 
Survey Depart~ents who I have co~tinua ) ly harassed. 



- 187 -

References and sources consulted 

Anon. 

Butler, F. 

1842 Latest Information from the Settlement of 
New Plynoutb, on the Coast of Taranake , 
New Zealand. London, Smith, Elder and Co. 

1942 Early Days , Taranaki. New Plymouth, the author. 

Hargreaves, R. P. 1961 Maori flour mills of the Auckl and Province , 1846-
1860. Jnl Polyn. Soc., 70:227-232. 

Hursthouse , C. 

Skinner, W.R. 

Syson, L. 

Wells, B. 

Newspapers 

Nanuscripts 

1849 An Account of the Settlement of New Plymouth. 
London, Smith, Elder and Co. 

1923 Taranaki 1 Eighty Years Ago . New Plymouth, 
Taranaki Herald and Budget. 

1965 British Water Mills. London, Batsford. 

1878 The History of Taranaki. New Plymouth, 
Edmondson & Ave'I7{. 

New Zealand Spectator and Cook's Strait 
Guardian. 
Sunday Express. 
Taranaki Herald. 
Taranaki News . 

J ournal of William Halse, 1846. (Taranaki Nuaeum). 

Dia'I;f of J ohn New lands 1841-1873. ( Taranaki Museum) . 

Journal of the late Josiah Flight 1846-1847. (Copy · 
in Taranaki Museum). 



GREAT BARRIER. Stone wall on the eastern end of the Matawhawhau Point. 

NEW PLYMOUTH FLOUR Ml LLS Plate 1. The Alpha Mill. 



NEW PLYMOUTH FLOUR Ml LLS Plate 2. The Union Mill. 

NEW PLYMOUTH FLOUR Ml LLS Plate 3. The Egmont Mill. 


