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EGMONT STEAM FLOUR MILLS — 1867

FIGURE 5, Location and ground floor plan of the Egmont Mill,
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-i8 examples, the basement walls zre 60cm thick, and the floor boards
8cm thick. It is supported up to the attic floor by pillars as seen
in Figure 5. The basement walls are of locsl stone and the remainder
of the building is of unlined board and batten construction (now clod
in galvanised iron on the exterior). lost of the building is rimu
with some kauri.

Some of the more interesting features of the building include:
1. A stone room at the north end of the basement (7.9m x 2.75m) which
has bricked up areas in the north wall, in the 2pproximate position of
the chimney, has been removed. This room would probably have housed
the steam engine which powered the mill.
phe Unlike the rest of the ground floor the loading bay has been little
altered with its interior walls still board and batten and a wheel guide
Just inside the front doorway, on the left side, to stop carts bumping
into the doorposts. The loading bay has no pillars, =nd is, supported
by special bracing on the floor above, It has a higher ceiling than
the rest of the ground floor.
e The area above the loading bay may have had a special purpose.
Apart from its higher floor, it is divided off from the rest of the
first floor by a board 2nd batten wzll, the only such division on any
of the floors, the rest being completely open.
4, Although the storage bins are gone, the attic was certainly used
for the storage and mixing of grain,

At present it is impossible for the most part to assign specific
functions to the different parts of the building. I am in the process
of surveying the building with the help of an architect and once thzt
is completed I hope to be able to make more sense of the filled holes
in the floor boards as they start to form patterns from floor to floor.

The future of this building is not certain by any means. As the
last flour mill building standing in Taranaki, and as a building of
beautiful spaces and solid construction, it may make some claim for
preservation, despite a fair amount of borer 2nd some risk of fire.
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NEW PLYMOUTH FLOUR MILLS Plate 1. The Alpha Mill.



NEW PLYMOUTH FLOUR MILLS Plate 2. The Union Mill.

NEW PLYMOUTH FLOUR MILLS Plate 3. The Egmont Mill.



