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EDI':'CRIAL 

':'he ·::ellington Archaeological Society will be holding its ~ual 
sue.mer excav3tion at ?oxtor., on a ~oahunter site , between Dece~ber 
25th 1966 an1 .;anuar:r 8t:i 1967 . All "Rho wish t o attend are 
welco~e . Accommodation will be in tents . The camn is oleasant and 
~ ~eltered , on the edbe of a lagoor-, about one mile-from-the ?oxton 

!ach . Large tents will be provided for persons not having their 
_ om. . There is a camp fee of 1J/6 a day for members; 11/5 a day 
fo r non- members. For further in:ormation please contact: 

1'he Sec r t: tar': 
~ellingto~ A~:haeological Society 
C/o Do:r.i:i.'..o:: "useum 
Private Bai<; 
·.'.'ELLIN'.}'I'C;; 

The Auckland Society is havin~ i ts annual dig at Lake ggaroto in 
the '.'/aika to . The site is a:: i sland :ia o:i. which some work has been 
done over the past two years. ::ie pa appears to have beec built 
of f - shore in a lake whic~ tas subsequently been drained, by the 
formation of an artificial i 3land. Occupation may have covered 
several centuries anc phases of culture . It will be of great 
interest and importance to have suet a pa excavated under controlled 
conditions and to compare the ~indings with the ot her island pa 
recorded in Lake Horowhenua by the late G. Leslie Adkin. 

This Paper by F . ~1orrison of the ~r . Z. For est Service arrived too 
late for inclusion in Vol 9 ,no3. It was presented at the symposiun 
on Salvage Archaeology. 

THE N. Z . FOREST SERVICE A.."rD ?RCTECTION 
CF HISTORICAL AX~ ARCRA:SCLOGICAL SITES 

F . T. Morrison , 
N. Z. Forest Service 

Although the Xew Zealand ~crest Service has not , so far, been 
called on to make a major contribution to the nations guardianship 
of the past , it is the a~inistrator of approximately 10 ,0CO ,OOO 
acres or nearly 15% of ~ew Zealand ' s land mass and is certain to 
face problems relating to the protection of historical and 
a r chaeological sites within forests in the future . 



?.0·11 is this t:;overr:ment de?art:nent equipoed to ::!eal with S'.lc!". 
problems ? .!o doubt , to ir.any people i t a?pears a~ an organisat i on 
r.·~:ich grows vas t r.t:..m'cers of trees and has little tioe to be 
:.r:terested in pursuits of a :ion- commercial nature . .'.'hi le it is 
crue that the pr oduction of wood and derivatives for the home 
oarkets and exoort overseas is a vital feature of ~! . Z . Forest 
Service activiby , li ttl e would be ac hi eved wi thout we ll - deve loped 
protection syste~s which aim at Safeguarding f o rests , ind i genous 
and exot ic , froJI fire , tre3pass, erosion , animal damage , insect 
pes ts and disease . ~ie addition of histo r ical and archaeological 
sites to t he protected assets is neithe r a difficulty nor a burde~ 
to mana gement as two legal methods of affording protection are 
avai l able , one is by ·.vay of the forest working p l an , the other 
t hrough the existence or creation of the forest sanctuary . 

The wor~ing pl a n i s defined in the Forest A.ct and is a 
co~prehensive document prepared by Senior Forest O~ficers whi ch 
l ays down management procedure and makes allowance for necessary 
pro tec t ion measures . The plan must be approved by the tt.iniste r 
of Forests before i t can become effective and variations are or.ly 
possible with the ~inister ' s sanction . Although the main ob jective 
of the plan is often fire prevention , pro tection can and does apply 
t o a.."ly i teJl of va lue . For example , the Kaingaroa ?ore st W.a ori 
.-:all drawincs are orotec ted uncer the terms of t he ~.:urupara ·.•:orking 
Plan . ?orest ~anage=s are well ~~are of the drawings historical 
i~ncrtance , the provi sions o~ the working pl an and conduct their 
ac ti vi ti'"s acc orC.ingl:: . :·, fur tr.er instanc e occurs in Rai .?ore s t 
in the South Island wher e an ar~illit e quarry site which o~ce 
provided ;:ao r is with cuttin3 t ools and weapons is be ing Drotected 
by ?crest f ervice and H is~cric Places Trust activi ty . ~t ~ai~oua 
?crest an area containing caves and the bodies of l ocal ~aor~s · 
ancestors has been se t aside permanently . 

~he forest sanctuary is an area whi ch is reserved fo= specifi c 
purposes a:id is gazetted under tt~ !'land of the Governor-Ge~eral on 
oeha lf o: He r :.'.ajest;:/ the ~ueen ; o.ny amendment or variation i s 
possible onl,y b;y Act o" Parliament . 

The .aipoua ::forest Sanc tuary was gaze tted to set as i de f or 
al l time , the pri~cipal Kauri bearing a r eas including the giants 
'' l'e ~:atua Ngacere" ('?ather of the Forest ) and "Tanemahuta" 
_(God of the ?orest) . In tr:is ex~ple trees are beine; protecte·d 
out a forest sar.ctuary c ould be gazetted elsewhere suecifically 
t o safe~uard histo r ical and a r chaeological s ites . · 

!n conclusion , the Dir ector-General of Forests i s well aware 
or the importance of history to t he nation and has giver. an 
assurance that his departmen t will do all that i s poss ible to 
pre~erve exa~nles of t he past whic~ occur with State Forests . 




