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THE TAMAKI PORTAGES by G.M.Fowlda.

Both east and west of the isthmus onwhich the widespread city
of Auckland now stands, the waters of the Waitemata end the Mamiknu
come within 2 quarter of a mile of each other. It has been stated
that canal reservations were meode at these two points, but there is
certainly still cne at Otahuhu, because the local authorities have
been trying for some time to get hdld of it and build houses, But
the Lands Dept., has strongly opposed this step and just recently
it was reported that a tablet marking the route has been erected
and it is likely thot the Natlonal Historic Places Trust mny erect
plaques at thé other three sites. In anycase tle re are Portage
Roads at Otahuhu and at New Lynn alongside the upper Thau Stream.

For many generaticns, the old-time Maoris used these various
routes to drog their large and small ¢anoces overlard from sea to
sea. The routes made use of in this way were up the Temaki estunry
snd over the narrow isthmus p~st Otahuhu to the Mamikcou, across the
Mamukau Harbour tc Waiuke and via two alternative routes thnce
down the Awarca Stream to the Waikato River; to the Whau Stream
near Avondele and over a narrow saddle at Green Bay tc the Manukou
Harbour; and finally frrom Riverhead to a sireom runni:  into s i~
para Harbour neer L:lensville, The Rev.Samaucl Marsden wes probably
the first Buropean to see the last nomed route about 1820, In a
land whers rcads did not exist and nc horses were available, to
avoid cutting tracks through heavy bush, the llaori perforce made
use of waterways vherever he could. Many of the early passages
over these pcrtages figure in the legendary lore of the pre-
European pecple,

Arrival of the Fleet

According to Maori tradition, the first canoces to mcke the
traverse ( earlier records not being available ) up the Tomald
estuary and over the istlmus at Otahuhu into the Manukau, were
three famous canoes of the well-known migration party of 1350 A.D.
The first canoce was the Tokomaru, and, sciling in comap:ny tith it
were the Actea and the Tainui, which was captained by Turi. Because
cof their length, and the narrow winding nature of the upper stream,
the trensfer gave trouble, requiring the cutting off cf some of the
corners, Thereafter they went down the west coast as far as Mokou,
but later returned to Aotea harbour, which took its name from cne
of the cances. Eventually, the Tainui was beached at Kawhia, and
to this day, two pchutukawa trees are pointed out as marking the
bow and stern-post vhere the canoe was buricd, Abcut 1400, Turi's
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son, Turanga-i-mua, becoming dissatisfied with Taranski, set
out with 2 war party to move back to the Hauraki gulf and *hus
must have crossed over one of th portages again.

The Tamaki Portage

It would appear from all accounts that the Tamaki-
Otaluhu isthmus was the route most used, and naturally
the hill forts overlooking this waterway, occupied strategic
positions, As Dr., Hocken says, ® It is almost on epitome of
the history of New Zealand during many years, fcor this was the
highway of the armies of the tri:es :Ln‘lhe old days." On many
occasions from the watch-towers of their elevated citadels,
must have gone forth the cries of the sentries warning of the
approach of a taua or war party. On the Wo_t»mata sicde cpposite
the entrance to the Temald esturary was Brovn's Iel ‘and, or
Motukorea, whose cratered cone had cbviously be:zn fort:i.ficc'l.
as had the West Tamaki Headland, where there was Teurare Pa
vhich figures frequently in later history. Thure were 2ilin
extensive defensive carthworks of the East Tamaki Head now
E.ovmas Musick Point. Past Buckiand'’s Beach stonds the pietiiy
tree-topped hill of Pigeon Mountain, btut the most prominenit
hastion in the area was Mt.Wellington at Panmurs, whose
Moori name, Maungarei, was particuleriy apt. It means "hill
o? the ever watshioim and its military signficance is continved
by its present name cf the Iron Duke. It was fircm this eminencc
that the Rev.Samuel Marsden and the Rev, J.Butler canght tholix
iirst glimpse of  the Mankpu Harbour in 4820. Just whoera The
Parumurce Basin empties into thé Tamaki Esturary were {wo vili-
ages which suffered hcavily in the last great fights duringz
the Nga Puhi roid of 1821, One was at Moioia, on the northern
heacland leading into the basin viier> the new bridge is now
being tuilt across to the Pakuranga side; the cthzar was
Manuinaina, meaning "caught basking in the sun", thus record-
ing a surprise attack by an earlier war parsy. Again, more
directly overlooking the head of the esvunry wes McLennan Hill,
knawn as Apunga-a~Tainui, apparently comasmorating the pascags
of the famcus cance of the Great Fleet.

Then there is the extensive series of explosive craters
end cone of Mt, Richmond, elongside the portage track, which
earlier had “a name, Tahuhunui, and also O0-Tahuhu, the personal
name of one of the chieftains of the party of 1350, from which
the name of the towm is derived,
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Proceeding down the Manukau Harbour on the southern side, was
the outstending stronghold of Mangere Mountain, and nearby was the
tripled peak of Puketutu Island. This is claimed to have been occupied
by people who were here before the Meori come and they left a most
extensive sereis of gordens and stone walls, Its many attracticns had
earned for it the pleasant title of Motu-o-Hiroca, "island of the long-
wished for, or desired". As well as providing passage for parties going
to war or following peaceful pursuits, these short-cuts enabled ready
access to rich supplies of fish and shellfish in either harbour with-
cut venturing into the open sea. It would be realised that even the
transfer of medium-sized canoes cover these relatively narrow necks of
lond would have required a large muster of man-power and possibly even
of woman-power, It is vprcbable thot in addition to the-attachment of
ropes, rollers made from small trees would also be used to carry out
these operations,

Coming of the mrppe:m

So for as we know (though there are hazy repocrts of run-away
sailors) as mentioned earlier, the first Eurcpecns to see the Waite-
mata and tc cross the upper reachés tc the Kaipara, were the Rev's
Sarmel Marsden and J.Butler in 1820, who also in company with the chief
Kawau explored the Manukau. Following him about three weeks later,
was Captain Cruise in the Prince Regent to make the first survey of
t¢ harbour approaches. Then, in 1827, the French navigator, D'Urville
climbed Mt., Victcria and like Balboa cn the isthmus of  Darien, may
have caught sight of the ccean cn the other side of the island, One
of his lieutenants rowed up the Tameki estuary, and in 55 mimutes
crosseéd over the land to the shcres of the Manukau, Possibly one of
the next parties to make the traverse over this portage wns that of
Dr, J.L.Compbell and his partner, Mr., W.Brown, on their way to buy
prgs from the chief Kawau for Brown's Island., It was the sight of the
chicf handling large quantities of gold sovereigns, that confirmed the
news of the purchase of the site of -uckland by the emissaries of
Captain Hobson. The most recent use of t he Waikato-Waiuku portage, was
by a flotilla of cances built by a group of boy scouts from the Waikato
on the way to the Pacific Jarboree a2t One Tree Hill in December, 19F

Since the settlement of Auckland uver a century or more ago,
many yachts and launches have been transferred from one harbour to the
uther, but these have been moved by horse trucks or motor lorries.

The unique situation of the present site of this growing metropolis
has attracted the largest number of Pakehas in the Dominion, just as
it for so long had exercised such.a fatal fascinatipp frv_the Haori
tribes, Trulfr, "Tamaki the spouse contested for by ?Ec creglovers. "
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I'HE TAMAKI ISTHMUS
THE LOCATION AND EXTENT OF”SETTLEMENT
Portages marked by a dotted line thug ===
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