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THE TlJ.fAKI PORTAGES by G.M.Fowld~ 

Both east nnd wes t of the isthmus on TI h:ich the ttidespread city 
of .Auckland nou sfands , the '7~ters of the Uaitennta end t he Menulmu 
come within a quar ter cf Q mile of each other . It has been stated 
tho.t canal r eseTVct i ons ~vere me.de at these two points , but t here is 
certainly still one at otahuhu, bec ause the l ocal authorities have 
been t!"jing for some time to get hold of' it and build houses. But 
the Lands Dept . , has strongly oppose:l. t his step and just rec c.ntly 
it ue.s reported tho.t o. t ablet marking t he route has been erected 
and i t i s l i kely trot t he National Historic Plo.ces T:rust rri.£1.y e r ect 
plo.ques u t the other t hree sites. In any c ase t !ere are Por t o.ge 
Roads at otnhuhu and at NeVF Lynn alongpidc the upper \.hau Stremn. 

For ma.11y generations, the ol d- time .fu.oris used these vo.rious 
routes t o drc.g theiT l arge end snail ca.noes ovcrlar.d f'rcm sea t o 
sea. The r outes made use of in this way .-;ere up the Tcmn.k:i. estur.r:r 
~nd ever the n..'lrro\7 isth.':lus p~ st Otahuhu to tre Uanuk~, across the 
MarukD.u Harbour t c. Waiukn. and via mo altcrno.tive r outes t h··nce 
da:,n the l.rm.roa Strew. t o t.l-ie ~;aikato Ri v cr; to the \Jhm &trerun 
near Avon~c o.nc.l over o. mrro\r sn.ddle at Green Bay to the Manukau 
Harbour; ruic1 finclly from Riverhead to a 12.;ro.:::n rtl-'1.'li . · :iltc ii-'..:. ."fu.i
para ~arbour ne(lr !:. .::lensville. The Rev. S~rrr..i':ll Mc.rsden -.;ms probc.bly 
the fir st !:uropcan t o see the last no.med rcute about 1820 . In o. 
land where r O'l.ds did not exist nnd no horses were .'.3Vailo.blc, t o 
avoid cut-';ing t-ro.cks through heavy bush, the .. hori perf'orce r.'.o.dc 
use of \.~terv:ays d1erever he could. M1!ly of t he eDrly passo.ges 
ovor these p~rt1ges figure in the legendary lore of tho pre
Europeon people. 

Arri val of' the Flee~ 

Accorcling to Maori tradition, the first canoes t o r..:::.lce the 
traverse ( earlier records n ot being aYeilablc ) up tre Tc.m:.-Jd. 
estuary and over th c isthnus nt Otnhuhu into the Mnnuko.u , rere 
three fnn1ous canoes of the .,-~-e:Ll-kna.-m migration party of 1350 A. D. 
The first canoe vms the TokoTOD..ru , and, s~ng in cozro.p. ny ; -:i..th it 
were the Aote.n. o.nd tre To.inui, which wo.s c apt ained by Turi.. Because 
of their length, ond the narra;1 ninding nature of the upper strerun, 
the transfer gave trouble , r equ i ring the cutting off cf' some of the 
corners. Thereaf'ter they V.'ent dovm the west coast as far as .Mok.nu , 
but later returned t c I.otcn... llerbour, uhich took its nar:1e from enc 
of the c~oes. Eventually, the Tainui was beached o..t Kawhia , a nd 
to this day, two pchutukawa trees are pointed out as marking the 
b ct7 and stern-post v-here the canoe uc.s buried. About 1400, Turi 1 s 
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son, Turanga- i-mua, becoming dissatisfied filth Teraneki., set 
ou·c m. th e. mir party t o move b ack t o the Hauraki gulf and ':~us 

must have crossed over one of th portages again. 

The Tamaki Portage 

It '1C:Uld appear from all accounts that the Tamaki
Otalu.llnl isthmus vm.s the · route most used, and na turally 
the hill f o rts overl ooking tr-is viaterr1ay , occupied strategic 
p ositions.., As Dro Hocken -eo.ys , 1;1 It i s o.J.most D.!"l ep"i tome of 
the history of Ne\7 Zealand during m'.l.!1::,- yee:rs~ f er tl:is rm.s tr.~ 
hi&'lway of.' the o.rrnies of' the t :ci · ics in ihe old &.:;·s" 11 On many 
occa::C.ons from the >.~t'ch-towers of their el eva.teJ. citadels; 
must h..~ve gone f orth the c r ies of the ncnt~ies warning of t~ 
-~PP roach qf' a ~~ or w:l.I' party~ On t.11e 1:7ni. t :::i;in.t a si:le cpposi t.:i 
t he entrance t o the Teman esfaxcary m~.s B:i.:ovm s I ~_o.nrl _. or 
Motukor ea, \7hose qre.tered c one had obviously be::.:n f ortified 
as had the -:iest Tama1<i He:\dlan"l where there y:::i.s T~ .3re Pa 
>ihich figuro·s frequently in l at er l:tj.::>tory. Th~;.~3 u e:ce a:.~, 
~xtensive defensive ca.rtm"/Orks of 9ie ED.st Tam.:tki HcaJ. ncv; 
1: • J\'"!la.::. Musick Point. Past Bucki.nnd: s Beach s ·t:-J iJ.:. ~~he p:;. e·~ty 
!;rec-topped hill of Pigeon Mount:ri~, but the nest pr oI!"in3nt 
ho.<;tion in the area '7as Mt: \7ellington a t P a"').IDU :r" , nhose 
Mc.ori name , Maungarei~ 17as particulcr~y apt.. It means Hhill. 
o? the ever mi~~l .-_.._: .. ·• a.~ ·d i ts military signf'icance i ~; c ontirtieC. 
b.f i ts present name of.' the Iron Duke. It ·.13.s f'_"'Cro t his emine!1c~ 
that the Rev.Samuel :Marsden and the Tie·:o J . But.le:..· c o.ught th~.:. .. :: 
:.::·i::st glimp3c of tile Mfill" ' kR.U Harbot:r i n ~ 820. Je:-.-G -.~-h~ra -~ho 
Pa:~urc Basin emp ties into· the Tr..'ilah. E;;turc:r:y y;ere : :to viL. 
c gcz '\7hich suffered hc:.avily in tho lns~.; great fights dur:".1:3 
the Nga Puhi :cnid of 1821. One \7!lS at 1.fo!~oia , on the northr~r·r, 
hen.t.lond l eading into the basin v1i·,er::; the r.ew bridge is r.o·,; 
°Jcing ruil t acr oss to the Paktiranga side j the cJ.;h~r wa s 
~.fu.nuinaina, meaning "caught basl:ing i n the sun" , ·:...:.ius :i:aco ... -a. .. 
ing a surprise a ttnck by a n e a r lier wru: j?::l.r .:..y. Ago.in ,; more 
di. rectly ovcrJ. coking the hco.d of the e c·(;u.o.2·y -.::::- s 1!.cLer .. '1l'.l1 full, 
l~cvm ns Apunga-n~Ta:i.nui, appnrcntly COi!''l3'nornting t:10 pa s ;:;o.g.; 
of t he famcus canoe of the G:-eat F:.Leet~ 

Then there is the extensive se:ci.es of expl osiv e craters 
t>nd c one of Mt . Richmond, alongside the p ortage track, which 
earlier had a name , Tahuhunui, and also 0-Tahuhu, t he personal 
MJ!le of one of t he chie f.'ta ins of the party of 1350, f.'rom v1hich 
the name of the tmm i s derived. .. 
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Proceeding down the 1:. .... nukau Pkl.rbour on t he southern side, uas 
the outstc.nding str onghold of 2.fangere Lfountain, and nearby was t he 
tripled peak of .?uketutu Island. This i s claimed to huve been occupied 
by people who '17ere here before the Me.ori came and they left a most 
extensive sereis of g~rdens and stone w::U.ls. Its many attractions had 
e~ned for it the p le1:1sc.nt title of Motu- o-Hiroa , " i sland of t re l ong
-rd.shed for, or desired". As y;cll as providing passage f or pa rties going 
t o ~ .. n.r or follcmng peaceful pursu~ts , these short-cuts enabled r eady 
c.ccess t o rich supplies of fish 2.nd shellfish in eithe r hnrbour mth
out venturing int o the open -sea. It uoul d b e realised that even the 
tr->nsfer of medium- sized cunocs over these rel atively narrow necks of 
l~ noulcl have required a l a r ge muster cf rrrui-p ower and possibly even 
of VlO!:l.? .. n-por;er. It i s :-.irobl!.ble t h::,t in addition t o the a ttachment of 
ropes , rollers !Il.'.l.de froin snal l trees uould olso be used t o carry out 
t hese oper a tions. 

Coming of t re Europeon 

So f~ cs \?e lmow (though there are hnzy reports of run- ar.ay 
soilors) as mentioned earlier, the first Europcc.ns to see the riaite
nat'.l .:md t o cross the upper ren.ches t o t he Kaipa ra, were the Re"' s 
s~.:nuel ~.brsden n.nd J. Butler in 1820 , v1ho also in company with 1he chief 
lv.mau explored the 1.lanukau. Following him ab out three weeks l a ter, 
-,,;as Captain Cruis\3 i n t he Princ e Regent t o make the first survey of' 
t "1e harbour o.ppr cachcs. Then , in 1827 , the French navigator, D'Urville 
climbed .Mt . Victo ria. and like Balb oa en the isthmus of Darien, may · 
hc .. ve caught sight of t he ccean en t he other side of t he island. Ore 
of his .lieutenants r mwd up the Tamald.. e stuary, and in 55 minut es 
crossed over the land t o the shores of the M •. muk:m. Possibly one of 
the next partie s t o make the t raver se ove r this portage vm.s that o:f 
Dr. J . L.Ccmpbcll and hi s partner, Mr. '2. Brown, on their way t o buy 
p;igs fro."':\ the chief Kanau f =r Brown ' s I sland. It wo.s the sight of the 
c:bJ.cf ho.ndling large qu.."1.nti ties of goid sovereigns, that conf'imcd the 
ne~s of the purch.?.se of the site of uckl.and by the erniss~..ries of 
Captnin Hobson . The most recent use of t he liai kat o-Wo.iuku portage , wa s 
by a flotilla of canoes built by a gr oup of boy scouts from the Uaiknto 
on the way t o the Paci.fie J ruriboree ~t One Tree Hill in Deccmper, 19; 

Since the settlement of Auckland uver a century or more ago, 
many yachts ~d launches have been tra.nsf'erred f rom one harbour to t he 
other, but these have been moved by h orse trucks or motor l orries. 
The u..l'lique situ.a tion of the present si tc of this growing metropolis 
has a ttro.cted the ln.rgest number of Pnkehl-.s in the Dominion, just as 
it for s o l ong md exercised such. a f o.tal . f ascinaticn ircr. _the ~ori n 
tribes. Truly~ "Truro.ki the s pouse contes~ed f o r by tno nunc:.red overs. 
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r~ H E T A M A K I I S T H M U S 

rHE LOCATION .AND EXTENT OF SETTLEMENT 

Portages marked by a dotted line thus ---
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