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THE \'IELLINc:roN ARCH.\EOLOOICAL SOCIETY 

by J. R.S. Daniels. 

The '.'lelllneton A.rohaeologica.l Sooiety, which was founded in July 1960, n::m has 
a. membership of 63. The Society is a broadly-based body and star.ds completely 
on its own feet, having no formal links with either the University or the 
Dom.inion Museum. There is, however, provision for the Director of the !.!useum 
to appoint a representative on the cOlllllittee, a.nd Museum staff have helped the 
Society on many ocoasions. 

The present col!llllittee OOll'lprises: Dr G. Blake-Palmer, Chail"II'an; !!r C.D. Smart, 
Vice-Chairman; Mr J.R.S. Daniels, :vice-Ghainnan; Maureen O'Rcurke, Secretary; 
Mr U.G; Hitchings, Treasurer; Mrs ?.!. Hall, Ur F. Knox, ard 1~s M.J. Oliver. 

The coamittee has tried to avoid concentrating exclusively on one form of 
a ctivity. The result had been a. varied year's activities. Nearly 20 Society 
m.,obers again took pa.rt in excavations at Tara.ta Pa, ','/aitotars., under Colin 
S111:1rt, during the Christmas-New Year period. The lalowledge gg.ined there was 
put to use at Easter when the Society held its fi.nt 'iiellin,eton excavations on 
the headland pa at ~taka..ra. This pa has been known for a long time as OM of 
the lllDst striking around Welllngton9 and it was deferded by a ditch and a still 
quite steep acarp sUI'IWunted by a low bank. The results of the excavation are 
sUllll:Brlsed on pp.151-57 • The excavation did much to help Society memeers to 
work together a.nd gain confidence in their own efforts. 

Regular lll)nthly ai te-recording trips have been held throughout the year. Field 
days have been a popular activity, am t-ilenty sites ba.ve so far been recorded. 
The field group ha:s settled down to a oore of about a dozen, a.11 of whom have 
valuable )cn:)wledge or experience to contribute. The group has, contrary to a 
widespread misbelief a.bout \'/elllrlgton, fowd ample field evidence within a tvrenty
mile radiws of the city area to keep it fUl.ly occupiee. The \Tes t coast from Te 
Ika.-a-t!AN Ba,y north to Pori.rua Hs.rbour has received particularly close atterJ.tion. 
It is too soon yet to find definite occupation patterns emerging, but this rather 
inhospitable part • of Wellington appears to have been a key area in the whole 
district. 

Our experience has been that, although field days need some organisirlg it they 
are to be successful, &.Ild. need to be kept to a fairly small group, they are the 
:oost rewarding activity that an amateur group can undertake. 

The following meetings were held thU year: -
3 Uay Mr P. Ga.thercole "Some problems of archaeological technique" 
8 May Dr R. A.. Falla "'.Jan a.ni mo& in the New Zealand. prehistoric 

environnent" 
6 June Seminar discussion on the ?.!aka.rs. excavation 
19 June Visit to "Hiwiroa • (The home of itr 8: Urs R. ':I. Pooare) 
21+ Jul,y i ~fr E.P. Saunders "An illustrated talk on a recent tour of Italy an:i 

the Aegean" (Joint meeting with the ilel.li.Dgton 
Branch of the Classical .usociation) 

• 

• 

7 Aug Miss Y.. Oliver "New Zealand stone adzes" 
28 Aug W.ss J. Davidson "A s\llllller excavation on Tahiti, 1961/62" • 
19 Sept i .~ Meeting 
The ev9ning spent at "Hiwiroa", the Belmont home of ?.fr ar.d ~.:rs R. 7T. Poma.re, was 
a. unique opportunity to see ..mat must be one of the finest private collection:s of 
archaeological &.Ild. historical material in the country. 
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At present the Society suffers from a. lack ot members with a. wide kDowledge of 
archaeolo.s;ical techniques. T'ais has thrown the burden ot organization on the 
f ew e.>..-perienced mettbers. The great need at present is for train:i.Ilg, am a st.a.rt 
has been me.de this year in the excavations a.t 77a.itota.ra. and Makara, and in the 
monthly field days. Site recording is the mos t valuable activity for the Society 
a t the moment. The Society has not the resources to a ttempt ambitious exca:v:i.tior:z 
at this s tage , but a small o.ce every year or so should be a fair target to aim at. 

A start in the accuaiula.tion ot e G.uipment 'l9a3 made with Colin Sma.rt's generous 
dom.tion of all the equipment bought for the excavations a t Tars.ta. In addition , 
the Society ·:.6.s fortunate , through the good offices of the l'-atiore.l. Historic 
Plae1's Trust , in securing the loan of tents and cooking equipment f'rom the -lnny 
f or the T.J.rata excavation. The Dominion :.tuseum has very k:iJJdly agreed to store 
the Society's s=• 

Th.is SU1r.111er the Society hopes to hold a three-weeka ca.mp at Te Ika.-a.-1.taru Bay. 
Tr is is an area quite unusual in the ".'lellington viclnity. It contains t-:ro p3. 

in close proximity, ar.d large midden ao:i occupation areas with a wide variety 
of field evidence. It is only about ~nty miles from i'/ellington, b ut is 
suf ficiently isolated to be unspoiled and relatively unkDown. 

The sU11111er camp will. be only partly an exca.vtion. A concentrated effort will be 
mde to survey and record all. sites in the area. of the bay. In this way it should 
be possible to relate the f'inlings of the excavation to their wider context, :l.nl 
to provide a basis for an examination ot the nearby but neglected south oo;i.st of 
Welli.ngton. 

BEParr QI PARJMATA BlllIATS 

by Calin D. Smart 

The Paremata sand flats hA"le lc:ng been a. ta.vourite coll.octing gt'Qllld tar local 
"pothunters". Artil'acts representing a. wid4 range of oulture variatia:i occur in 
private or lllWiet.:m eolloctions, or have figured in publicatians. 'l'he wid.eq 
lma:m midden depoaita scattered over the arsa. were thought, hcmever-, to have been 
badly disturbed, largely by military activity, and carusequently, 1mlike'J,- to 
prove of valua to the arcba.ool.ogist. The recent find of "a. tras:ant of moa bane 
on a. piece of china plate• serves to illu:strate thia point. 

Further destruction of this site within the la.st ~-months, lfi<i to the di.Bcov
ery by l!ess..""S E.D. Sinclair and C.P. Leonard, of sbl..etal remains irnnedi.a~ 
belcr.7 the ne':Tl.7 exposed surface. Two burials were examined in, part, and one 
of these (of a child) provided lmits of a. Dentalium shell aecklace. The daca.tion 
of this material to the Dc:ci.nian L.'u.seum prCJ11Pted ~ i.nvestigaticms deacribed 
bela.T. 

A 10t't x 10f't sample square was placed so a:s to include aae burial, the adult, 
and the sqw.re ';';'l!..S excavated in t-no halves on November 1st and 3rd, with the 
asaistanca (o.hich I gr-atef'ul.1,7 ac!cnOl'Tlcdge ) of_ Betty Rich.ardsan, Maureen 
O' Rourke , and l:essr s E. D. Sinclair, P.O. Leo:iard. and 11.G. Hitchings. The 
s quare exte:ided out of the disturbed area. into deposits which proved to be un
disturbed. 




