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'fUHU.l OR JU.YOB ISLAllD, ITS DIPOR'l'ilaB TO K.laaI HIS~l 

117 Hana Q. Po• 

On J'rldq, lovember ):rd, 1769, Captain Coak •i&hted the 1.8lan4 !lahn& 
and named it llqor Island. He sped & night ahel ~ri:lg b7 ill steep buah.ol.&4 
hills which rose sharplJ' trom '\he sea. At this time the uland belonged. 
to the ?lgai~rangi people ot the 'IHtern !q ot Plenv. 

'!'hie island Tuhu& was ot great imparUioe to th• lLaorl. tor it ~ one 
ot their major sources ot tuhna-tuhua or ·obsidian, tl'om vbioh au'ttilig 
implements were made. Even in the older layers ot ucavations in .lrcbaio 
ee.mps, obsicllan has been found qui~ oomo1ll.7. John Wh1 te1 desorlbes the 
properties of four different types of obsidiant tuhua-tuhua, '\he 0C11111on 

black vari3ty, ~ whioh is light coloured, wetoa, a green obaidian, 
and kahurangi, a red obsidian. 

The oommon llaori name for obsidian ia mata. '!'hie word also appear8 
in the Polynesian languages in whioh it has "the meaning "bard stone". 
Paretoa, the green variety, is the D.151119 ot a 2! on the east ooas't o~ '\he 
island. Waiapu was the name of & stone tound on the eaat cape and uaed 
!or polishing greens tone. This name is also used in the tradition ot & 

quarrel between Ngahue and Hi.ne-tua-hoan&&~ 

Tb.are is some disagreement over '\he original. naming of the isla.?ld 
but it was probablJ' received !rem its resemblance to ~ ieland in Ra1t'8i.ld., 
as have so man;r other Bew Zealand places. nsdon Best va• ot the 
opinion that the original island named 'l'uhua is aoutb-4aet of Bawaild. 
and is located in the vieW t;r ot two other islands oalled hui""'PM 
and Kaui-taha. Beat also mentioll8 thet Tuhua was also known u .um.-.Jm, 
more usuallJ' oalled !llu. But in this latter 118m9 he ia probab~ mie'taken 
for, aocorcllng to Pero;r Smi'\h, .lbu-&bu is the old name !or Kangaia • 
.lhu-alm is also the llaori name !or Great llercar;r Ial&nd and it ia 
possible that this is the eouroe of Best'• error. In '\he opinion ~ 
Kiss Benr;r, Tubu& was the ancient name tor the ialand Ke'etia whioh !• 
situated some ei&ht7 miles eoutb-eaet of 'l'ahiU. JohannH J.nd.enon 
suggests that it ns Toi who namd the Bew Zealand bland 'l'uhua, tor 
Toi reputedl)" landed on 'l'u.hua in search of hie grandson who had 
disappeared in a oanoe raoe aom.e 200 ;rean before tho grea't migrattcm. 
ilternaUvelJ', it mar be argued th.!lt 'the iel&nd derived it. name t'rQa 
the black obsidian tound. Uiere. · 

Wi '\h the intrcxiuotion of iron, obeidian lost its value and u 'tlwre 
was not muoh IJUitable land on the island for oultivation, people laf't. 
:f-1 though 75 ;rears have alreaq passed ainoe the last people sailed for 
the mainland their histo17 still remaina. U ol.1.ngs to the hills and th.e 
overgrown f'OBBH, the crooked branohee in the U'aH 8haped 'b7 mm 1n1o 
•harp boob and around the .!!iS polm~n on the 1-aoh • 
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Liat ot :roru.n.K Si tft a 

1. Pamii, & pe1.nsul.a tl.&nked. Oil on. 814• bT Opo 01' Sou~t Jq, Oil 
\bl other aide 'b7 Jza&pll or l'Htem !a;r. !ha peninsula 1a ou"t bT & 

deep toa .. on ~ moa"t m.rrow poin-t. '!'be l?!. 1a about 100 ti. above 
H& lnel. n ... here ~ people n:re aUll liTi.Jlc 15 19&1'9 &&O• 

2. OJmton a· 

5 • .1 a&l.l toriifioaUon aonh-ft•t ot Oataa. 

6. 'l'araU11i a• 
1· !aumou J!!.r a peninsula l!! wUh a mall JaM1ng 1a !ara-tim. Bq. 

8. PareW& l!!.• 

9. faupirl. ;a. 

10. tmu-= l!:!.• 

11. OhineUi .&• 

12. Opuahau, tonifie4 hill riqe. 

1}. !&HnkDura. fop'tber •Uh !amou 1:be 9Vonpat l!!. oa tiw 1.alazid. 

14. lbza K&u at Oira or •onh-fta't Bq. 

15. What.pl a, ba4 one. big culUn.Uona. 

16. Arakae&re R!.• 

hoept tor Panui , Paretoa and Whatepll most ot the &boft D&med. R!. 
&re strongholds probabl)' onl7 UHd in oaae ot &Uaolc. 

Reterenoea 1 

1. Whit e , J., 'l'ransaotions ot the Ifow Zealam\ Institu'te. Tol.8 (1875). 
2. :Best, E., Stona Imulcment s ot t bs Maori . 
3. Andersen, J. U..::.~ Plaoe B!l!!"as . 

Ooneral 
Wilson, J .J.., '!'he Ston ot Te lt'ah&l'01i. 
Gold~th, K.c. , 'l're.nsaotions ot the 1Je• Zealand Institute. Yol .17 (18a4) • 




