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1'1B 
IAIRARAPA DISTRICT 

by K. R. Cairns 

In l'iew of the various developments taking place Yith regard to .the past hi s tory 
of Wai rarapa, and the system being used to obtain an overall view of the district., a 
short note on the progre ss ma<.le, the_ methods fol loYed , and the area covered, mn.y be 
of interest to members in other parts of the country. The overall vieY i s of major 
vnlue, in fnct, is an essential pre-requi s ite to the understanding of the district. 

The importance of the geogrnphical location of this di s trict should be er:!phasised, 
bcin1~ nenr the intersection of the North and South I s ll\nds Yould influence a ll t.rave l­
ling pnrties on the east coast. As o. centre for dispersal, a continual flow thr ough 
or pll s t. the district could be expected, indeed traditional references for voyag,es t.o 
l hc South I s land from the 17airarapa il i str ict are numerous. The historical becicground 
i s s i gnificant, in o.s much as the a ssociation with various canoes, which essenlinlly 
..-e re t.he main means of trans port and couununi cation, will be o.ssociated with the coo.st.a l 
and river sites. 

In the Wairaro.pa district we find 50 or more hapus are de scended from Aote a , 
Taki timu, Kurahaupo, e tc., etc., some of the se hapu had their origi n outs ide of 
~a irarapa d i s trict o.nd migrated -into thi s di s trict, as a body, this is preci sely 
1the r e trndi tionn l evide nce is of mos t value ns the link in Whnknpapa is the s ol e 
nns 1fer. Arc haeology cannot link these internal ruigrntious, but can only s uppl ement. 
t.hcm. The archaeolog i s t bas to equip hi mse lf with a thorough (hi s torical} gr ounding 
to e nnble him to apply his discipline to the ultimate benefit of the hi s tory of the 
di s trict.. 

A good c lassicnl educntion in traditiono.l knowledge, forms a sound base . It 
..-ould be d i fficu lt to embark upon the study of a ny area in New Zealand, (bearing in 
mine! the close interdependence of traditions and archaeology), and pay no attention 
to the considerable evidence which is available from the many speciali sts in traditions . 
'fhe study of tribal history , presents, in spite of gener6l unity, some local varint.ions , 
it is therefore n special field of research which cannot be neg lected by the archaeolo­
g i st. . 

'rhe aren under investigation is a l arge one , and numerous peopl e are assisting in 
many -ways, the Yri ter intends a t some future date to publish a history of thi s area. 
The evi1lence i s being gathered from the following sources : Mytho l ogical, Traditionn l, 
Geolog ic«l , t:t.hnological, and .Archaeological. 

A grant of £70 from the Maori :::>urposes Fund Board is being used to exami ne and 
trn.ns late articles printed and w-ri tte n in Maori language relRting to the Wairarapa 
distri c t.. 

A grant of £75 from the Trust Lands Trust, a local body , for a complete survey 
of the f a rmers of the Wai r o.rnpa di s trict, requesting informa tion on archaeological 
depos its on their pr operty , (the sun·ey now under -way ), cove r s the area deli neated in 
Fig . 1. 

..\ survey of the \foi r a r apn farming communi ty i s now under way . 
a more accurate ricture of Maori sites to be for med, and establi sh 
of vn.rious areas in the distr i ct. Some sites wi ll prove valunb l e 
poi nts on knovn Maori tracks . This experiment. may be of intere st. 

Th is will enab l e 
the potentialitie s 
i ndicators to 
to other member s . 
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The survey, in the form of individ\lt\lly addr essed letters, seeks information on 
a number of s i mp l e points readily understood by the average person. Sites ploughed 
50 yo o.rs ago, or more, can be recorded o.nd e veotunlly invostignt.ed. Property owner 9 
are advised of the extent of the survey area, as sowe f armers seem to have a naturnl 
reticence on matters pertaining to their own property, if they consider that only 
their immediate vicinity is being investigated . t~ery farmer within the dotted 
line Fig. l will receive a letter. This e.urvey is, to the writer ' s knowledge, the 
first complete coverage of any l~rge area in New Zealand, this will, if followed by 
good field work have a profound influence on future work. lfhen adequate data is 

J available an attempt to subdivide the district into various bapu and subtribe bound­
aries , wi 11 be made. The r esponse of tl1e farming cominuni ty should prove interesting 

The letter bereun~er i s being forwarded to all farmers in the Wairarapa dist.ri cL. 
4 The technicalities in the letter are .menti oned to discourage farmers from idle 

fossicking. The questions are couched in non-technical terms, yet are designated 
to extract as much information as possible. The significant feature of this type 
of survey may inspire others to adopt the method. 
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l>cu Sir, 
I am writlnlf to you for lnrorniulion tu l>e nsed In a •cientific 1urvey or the Walrarapn distri<'l 

r..lnling archaeological dcpo•lt• lo the history. 
J am a men1hcr or the Polynesinn Society ancl the ~e>< 7.enl:intl Archaeological Auodation, anti 

""' sut"h, feel a duly to record lhc arcl•3cologic:al sites o f this district. For some years I ha.\"e be".-.n 
lf"lhcrin,.: inforn1:..lion on the MAuri pcuplc of thiN area., traditional history, and the rec-ording of 
form~r livin,: si tes of these pc.:orlc. 

I will l1t• circularisinl{ all of the farmers or the \\'nirnrap" district within the bountlaries of the 
Rimnla.k:\ ll:uif.:c: to the "uulh. tile T 1u:arutl Rrin~c to the wes t. the )(~na.walu River lo Akitio, to the 
nurlh, ,.-c!c1c.iu,.: iuformnlion nl1out ~laori )titC.' on their 1•ro1h:rlics. The knowlcd~c gained will be: of 
f,!fCAl vuluc tu the wiJcr study of mnn in thi, tlbtrict. 

C:ullural rcmAin~ of prchl,.loric mnn nrc hc<!1tt 11tly fnund al l\ci'mc depth i!l the ground. It iS 
ohl'iousl\" or inaportnncc to discover how they en.11,c lo he buried, and i( possible, how long the 
dt: )l<J~its. covcrluj.t them rcrl'drc<l (or tlacir !ormnlion. Archncologka l J eposib are documents fro111 
"· liida inforuanlion amt\• he olJlninccl. The n:ilur:a.J ns welt n.s the cultu ra l his tory of tlic »itc i' 
wrillcn in ih tlcpo.sib ~ml may sometime:" he read fro m them. 

'.\laori ~itcs are frcqucntl;c- unc,·vercd hy flt.rm crs when plo ui;hinl(, bulldozing, culling dra.in.s. 
t"l c .• it is hnporlAul to record the positio~ of th c!\c ~itcs lM:forc they are fo rgotten. If " site wu 
plou~l.t•tl a.s long ago as lirty yel\rx, Q fn.rmcr m a.v retain the ~ile in his memory, or the cultu rn l 
nrnlcri id in tlic form o( stone tool~ mny lu\Vc survived~ I( accurntcly recorded at this s:tngc, that 
site rould he iuvcsligutcd even ' firty or one hundred ye:Ars from now. It is possible using the 
prcl'i:.c in, trnn1c uts, tools, l cchnolOf.'Y1 D.nfl lccltu i 'lllC~ o r MOtJc rn :LrCh3CO)Oto° lo trace Culture pnt • 
lt•rus, lil•i11,.: l1nLils, burial cu"tnn,~, nm1 tmtl1r1>roloi:icnl (ca.lures of the ~(oori people who scttlcJ ju 
thi~ • .thtrict. 

Any minor Jctnil nhout Mnuris of this district is ~itnJl.r important ns one small t1c lail uu1y 
lw t he key lu nn inlinitc1y Jarf.{cr is!'Cnc - eve ry ~inµ:lc cooking site. or stone tool Is importttnt. 

Thi!C ~urv.:y ls impossible without your lh•lp ; the information will he included in .. Tl1c llist.Jty 
or lhc \\'nirnrnpn Mnoris .. \Yhich I h:t\'C been f"O nl piling (or ~on\c s ix years or more. 

'J"l1c rc i" more cviJcnet: below the ground th an there is above nnd this l.s precisely where 
YOU Cllll help ? 

1. llnvc prcviout1 owneu, or employees, ever mentioned l\Jo.ori 1ltcs on your property? 
., llnvc you or nny of your fan,i l)• seen cu1y tT:t.CC of hfnori sites on your properly? 
:. . Do you know or nn~· Mnori ~toricA t\Uout your district? 
.... Do you know the ori,_:innl mcnning of n ny plACC nnmcs ncAr your property - thc~c "'37 

luu-c lK:t"n p:u~ctl onto your lnniily by loc:i l MAoris ? 
G. l>o you hn.vc nny knowlctlJ:e or ~[nori ~itcs on your neig hbour's properly. You mny h nvc 

m·w 1ll'i: . .d1hour~ who wut..1J nolt know oC previous lirnb, any in(uT'nrnUon on :lll)" site iu \\' nirurnpa 
wuultl lie npprt· t:intccl, do not nMsumc thnt I nl rcntly know al>out yuur site? 

ti . Jln\'C yon n11y pib, or unknown origiu, On you r prope rty? . 
' . 1\u ~· );he ll lh·:t.J•~ ( nti.ft1l·n mntcrinl ). hu rnl alone (oven stone.}, cli:i rcon.I Jepo~iu. etc. ? 
It. Sterne wn,J .. ,. !•uri:al~, llnuri (o rb o r pa's, C3¥cs, etc., stone outcrops which ichow tr.:u:t-...A of 

c111:1 tt)'in~, cl<'.? 
9 . f l :u ·c· n._y stone tools, or woode n ~(nori A r tHa.clA b~«-n founJ ncnr o r on you r proµcrty? 

wo11l11 li ke to tnkc mcnsurt•11w11h: of tlu.•sc n r liclcs :iml this can be done nl your home:, H ncccss::a ry. 
10. U Mnori sites hnvc nlre:u.ly disoppcarc d from your property plcnsc advise, os o ny in· 

(11r1un lio11 is bette r noted than lcfl. If n s ite hns bc;cn ploughed we: s till request the i11fornrntion 48 
llH· tli .. turht.:tl .bH rfncc woulcl be only ti·8 inclics. Surfucc fcaturc!f hcin~ d .. 1troycd Jocs no t nece1· 
s:Hil.'· llh'."\tt th:tt tl1c site h:tM nv vnl11t:, :u precise cxc:iv.o.tions by s killed nrcht\colo~ri~h arc 
M.Ulll.' limc s ncCCMULr,v to a tlcpth or 10· 12 fct!t in New :f':cu.lnnd . 

11. Do yon kno"~ of nn_\' ~lnori s ilc• w liic h nuty he dcstroyctl in the future . eil lit: r b .t· 
pldU!-fhiuj!. rnru1inµ . lndldiu,:-. ur v1uuln lism, i ( AO p erhaps they could be fnvcsli~atc.d before: tlc• tru<"· 
liun ln.kcs ila tUIJ :lnd they Arc lost r orcYCr? 

I"' Coultl yon refer lhi t mnllcr to ~·ou r (::arm c.•mpluyecs~ :ind thcer families. perh:-tpic they hA'f'C 
uuliC' .. ·d !t>Ouu•thin1t nntl fniJ,•d lo me ntion the matte r t o )' OU, pcrh:ips they h:tvc been employed on 
the (."\rm for 1unn)' yc:lrs, nnc1 cun rccnU 'Oiuts of \'aloe ~ 

Thi• sur\•cy will l>e the hn•ls for n •tud~· which m~y t~ke 60 yen rs or more lo complete, so 
the ;iuporl nucc of your in(urmntion C~1nuot he Of :inytJ1 inµ but incs thnotc.obJe va)ue. 

An~· JCitc <'OtUitlcret.l TAPU »LoulJ lttill be rcconled, And this in fo rmation would ~ lrentcd •• 
"tri,·U.v conrtlenU:il, l)nd rccor,tctl on the New Ze aland Arch:ieological As!5ociAlion •J.lCCin.I fo rm re· 
scn· .. ·d for Sc~rct sit~s. 

I w@ul1l ~ ~l'n. tcful U )"On could supply Answ~ra to any of the nbove quc.stiontt, or Altern nllvc· 
ly, jni;: t put a mn1'k or write ••yes" nlo··gsidt!' those quct tions which apply. 

Thi.s work is or utmost lmportnnc~ if we at. to r econstruct the hldOt)' of this dlsttlct, and 
tl1crclo rc your nJ.~istnnce woulJ he ~rently npprcd ntc 41, cuulc.l ) 'OU nulsl by aJvising m~ o f ouy 
!\il,·.ic ·- by tclcphonin~, ""riling, completing the answers to the a ho\•e questio n.a , or by ca.llin.fC 
on me. 

To mr lhnnko I add the tha nlc1 or future generations. for without your help thl• lcnowlcdite will 
b.: Inst. 

Yours rallhrully, 
K. R. CAIRNS. 




