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24 
WAIRARAPA by K. Cairna, Masterton 

(An article dealing with thi !" reg ion appeared in the l as t. 11e llington 
i ssue , Vol.2, no . 4. Mr, Cn irns r eports that. the field ins pection of 
sites has continued in all parts of the ~airnrapa . The nature a nd 
original find-spot of artefacts occupies much of the ti roe s pent on 
research aa does the gathe ring of traditiona l information - Ed.) 

- - ---00000--- -

WELLINGTON by J .R.S.Dnnie ls, ~ellington . 

Descriptions of We llington sites have beeu published since the eighteen­
sevent ies, notably by Elsdon Best, uod rece ntly this work has been col l ated 
and r ev i sed by G.L.Adkin in the "Great llarbour of Tara". Thus there nre 
nraple references to consult before r eco rding in the field. Unfortuna tely 
such publication means thnt the import.ant sit.es hnve been we ll kno l>'n for mnny 
years and l1ave suffered fossiking and haphazard excavation as a result. . 

The WELLINGTON REG I ON : Tlte area covered by the .l"e 11 i ng ton group extends nortl: 
along the west coast to the Otnki River, a goo1! boundary since the country 

.. 

beyond is denlt. with in G.l . Adkin's "lloro,,henu11. 11
• Tr ips have also been ."!lede "' 

to the south ua irnrapa and to kapit i I s l and , the leLLer rich in t he re~nins 
of ~lnori 11.nd European settlewent, p11rticularly of ll:e 'l'he. lin6 perio1l . 1' i1e 
lellin;ton district pr oper contains two distinct nrens fr o~ the s rchaeo logice l 
point of view; the lan1l a r ound the l'e llington and Porirua Ha r bours to I'u'rnrun ;. 
Bay in the north ancl the distinctly different sout!:ero portion of the Horo·~heoua 
rlu ne belt, \here are differeoces, of course , io the ty pe of vork to be done in 
these two areas . Around Wellington , for example, traces of pa ancl vill age s 
survive wherea11 midden11 have been scatLered or bui lt over or have been buried 
by s hing le slides. In t.he case of the sl\udh i 11 count.ry erosion has rles troyeJ 
many important settlement s ites but is continually exposing middens anJ other 
m11 ter ia 1. 

PA SITES: 
There were r1n.uy fortifi ed pa in the :l'ellington area but., with the 

except.ion of those bui 1 t by the early Ngai-Tara peop le, earthvorks !ppee r to 
lanve been kept to a min i mu:n , possibly because of the difficulty of digging 
into the hurd lielli ngt.on subsoil. 'L'here are, ho-..ever, sor:ie good enrth~·o rks 
nud t.errncing ou the se older s ite s. Perhaps the best of these i s the ~ekR ra 
pn de sc ribed by ::i usau Davis in lRst. year's \iellingtou News l etter(Vol.2, no , 4) . 
This we ll preserved headl a nd pa has a si2enb le terraced occup'\ tio:i aretl 
<lefentled by a rli tch and scarp 1-1 0 feet high and 150 feet in leng ti1. 

One of the best presen·et\ pa in :ie llington itself, the Rangitatau pant 
::>ea toun, is perhaps t.he oldest. . lleputeJ t.o built by Nga i -Tara so•Je 1 00 year s 
ngo , it c ons i sts of o t erraced citadel area on a sma ll he acl l llnd so~e 200ft. 
above the beach nnd an associot.erl village arec., terreceri rnd probab ly li ghtly 
defeotled, on more gen tly slopin~ g rouucl ~o~e 300 feet inl ~ud . On the heedlnud 
it1<elf there arc about fourteen terraces, so;ne straight l»1t most se ·11 i-circ11lllr 
in p lan, encircling the round summit , These , together Yith the now sha llow 
fo~~e in the ridge behind, llre well preserved despite the l\ct i on of Cook 
Strait winds and rain. 
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