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WARFARE DURING ARCHAIC PERIOD OF MAOR! CULTURE

Alon Tarler.

lccordirz to Duff (1357: ps.28) no stone clubs hove bsen found in Mos-Hunter

Vseri Campe; wideh meons that marfare wes unknorm: a view subseribad to by Cugss
3lso claimed that neither weapons por sigs of fizhiin: hova
in ‘vechnic settlements. llowever, Golson (1559) cuasticnsd this

thesis, nd I too anm irelined to 4o sc or the basis that: (a) there iz not

ad

vailsbls to support it while (b) there iz, on the cantrosy,

ijence that points to limited werfare durin;g the Archaic revricd.

= .'.‘_ﬂt‘__'.e -":'::s-evt tire, thi:_f evidence is in the fam o three st.:neraz-tix"f e
(Figs. 2=3=4}, 2 roaund heus2 defended by a ditch and bapi: anl the tontative
of" Golan ord Joby t Point, In odiition to ~ilson's 3ast Coast evid
{ilson 1507: 12=13 erd op.125-158).

In the course of surveying Otuataua pe (32S 1 Snelland 274=443: I 42) on tho
ianukay Herbour, last yeoar, =z cave was found containing several bodly charred arl
disarticul iz2letons in associstion with two surface ovens. In additicn to
this petarial, tro fye 1A (Duff) adzes were recovered from among rocks near ihe
ensrance of the cave that also cmtained what appears to be the grip of 2 stone
elub (Fig. 2)

il

In form, the grip resembles the grip of the traditional Chatham Island patu
(Fig. 1) but differs from it in that it hos a finely-fleked surface rather then a
oruised and roughly ground ocne. lade of close groined besalt, surface evidence
suggests continusl usags.

EYPOTHESIS,

I put formard the hypothesis that this club grip is of Archaic origin on the
basis that: (2) it does not have a sround surface (e feature of classic M¥aori lithic
material genarally). (b) It was foind in association with Moe-Hunter lfaori type
edzes. (c) I was found in the vicinity of 2 site where six other Archaic adz2s hove
bean recovered. (d) It was associated with severnl charred amd disarticulated sizelz-
tons thet sucgast werfare ard, finally, (e) the grip resembles the zrip form ol th>
Chath~a Tsland pstu: a club desizred by Polymesisns who, after leavings lew IJnaland,
established themselves, accordins to Suggs (1960: pg. 198), in the islends in z. A.D.
10C0. That is, befare the Classic period of lleori Culture (see also Duff 1957: pz.33).

ARTITACT II.

Tha szcond stone axtifact that is possibly the grip of a prototype patu was
recoverad frow Pidzeon Mt, (NZMS 1, Juckland, 418-563: N 42) a Classiczl izori pa
site near the Tamalzi Hver.

In forn (Tiz. 3) it does not closely resemble the llzmukau grip; but none the
less is distinetly part of a sione club, TAth finsly flaked edges and roughly
ground face (not 'polishad'), it was found among surface shell-fish near 2 round
house {seze below). But, unlike the Mamuksu zrip, was not associzted with Moa-
lunter !laoris artifactual meterial. However, the pa's defences consist of ditchos
end banks (see below) and comsequently it is possible that it is of Archaic origin.



108

Turther, in form, it does not in the least resemble any known Classic Maori patu
form. And, significantly, it does not have a finely zround surfacs - although
surface evidence points to much handling.

ARTIFACT ITI.

A third stone artifact was recovered close to where several Archaic adzes were
found near Otuataua pa (NZ2iS 1, Auckland 274=4143: N 42). Unlike the other two, it
appears to be the head of a short stone club (Fig. 4). Partly flaked and rouzhly
polishad, it is three inches lang and two inches wide: it has no cutting edgze.
Originally, it would have been approximately 10 inches long, as would, no doubt,
th2 Pidgeon Mt. club. Surface evidence suggests much handling. It was shaped:
from a close grain basalt.

ROUID HOUSE,

Close to Thumateo pa, & small cantemporary laori village on the IManuksu Harbour,
a round house was found in associaztion with a bank and ditch, which suggested a small
fortified Kainga of Archaic origin (NZUS 1, Aucklamd, 284=454: I 42). Situated close
to the Oruarangi Creck and along the sea cliff's forming the !Mamulzau Drainage Scheme
boundary, this site has not yet been fully excavated, and conseguently there is not
yot a great deal of evidence to prove, definitely, that it is of Archaic origin.
Towever, similer structures have been observed 2t the Tairan Hoa-Hunter Camp, and
Suggs (1960: pg. 195) claims that loa-Funter Maori houses were of tha general
archaic Fastern Polymesian type noted in Tchiti, Zaster Island, the llarguesas and
Mewaii; that is, they were eithar oval or round.

In rezard to the embarkment, ditch and zeneral position of the settlement,
chese suggest that the village was a defensive position. In short, the site is
a2 seall, fartified Archaic village. TFinally, this hyrothesis is strengthened by
the finding of another small fartified position in the area, which I surveyed end
suszested was of ‘rchaic arigin (Teylor 1962: pg. B4). Little artifactual material
was recovered from the Nanulkau site. FPut several lioa crop staonas were fourd near
the roaund hause.

EAST COAST ZVIDENCT.

In decling with the early (llaui-Maori) natives of the East Coast, Wilson
(1907 pz.130) claims thot thsy built their pa in stronc positions, having ranparts
that were often extensive. ‘'Scmetimes,' he says 'earthworks were throm up to
divide the pe into two or more sections, which would sean to show that while the
hapus combined against the common enemy, thay had to guard against each other.'
Cne of these pa, Tavhitirahi, near Opotiki, is described and an account of its
history is given by Wilson (1907 pp.8-9, Preface).

In war, Vilson further claims (1307 pz.129), these abariginal Maoris were
courageous and had 'a good reach in the delivery of their weapans'. In regerd
to these wespans, he claims that two "wooden swords' were recovered from a swamp
near Hamilton, Waikato, which 'there cen be little doubt' were 'laui-laori' weapons.
He believes that the stone mere used by ths later llaoris was developed from this early
form of weapon.
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ARCHAIC

ARFARE: ARTIFACT

FIG.|1: CHATHAM IS.

FIG.3: PIDGEON MT.
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FIG.2: OTUATAUA PA.

FIG.4: OTUATAUA PA.
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Kauri Point.

Work is continuing at the site, and pessibly, out of it, evidence that
some early Moa-hunter Camps were defended by ditches and banks will be forth-
coming, At the present time, Ambrose (1962 : 56 ) is inelined to bs cautious
in assessing the latest evidence in support of this theory. However, as future
fieldwork elsewhere is projscted, it is perhaps prematu®e to assume that
no clear and definate evidence of Moa-hunter defensive activity will bes found,
Zf Suggs ( 1960 : 227-8) is correct when he claims that warfare was the prine-
ipal activity causing the Polynesian migrations and the material presented in
this paper of pre-classical Maorl warfare is tenabls, then the chances of
proving that the 'Moa-hunter' Maoris had no enemies (Duff 1957 : 26 ) is
rather remote,

Additional note : In addition to the possible stone patu grips, a whale

bone grip was recently recovered from Ellets Mountain, Mangere z N42 : 268432)
Found six feet below the surface, in a midden exposed by a quarry bulldozer ,
it measures €ins in length from the base of its back edge and 5ins, froam the
base of the'cutting edge! Tapering from 3ins, to 1 in, at the base, the sur-
face is roughly flaked and polished and is well preserved, Several adzes,

of Archaic type, have been recovered close to the midden arsa over the past
six months,
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