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WARFARE DURING ARCHAIC PE RIOD OF MAORI CULTURE 

.',cc..;:.-.iir.: ';.J Duf'f (1)57 : p;.26) no ""°OM cl~'Js h· ve b'3en fcunc! in ~::Jc.-::u::tsr 
::!!c:'i C·~p~ j ···~-:_::~ '1~"",.. .. 4:;h t ":""'l~f'·~re "7::?.5 unl:na~: a ·rie·:: $Ubscrib~ t o ~y 2t...._; ·s 
(19~0 : pt: . 205) ··-ho .,J.~o cl-!i!:l~-:. +4 "'t nei'" ~~r ;ir~~p~s n1Jt" siJ.3 '1f ::.._7.:i!: !'" 7~ 
b'?'?r. ob ~1-1ed i n _:~11n.ic sct+,l~cnts . ;:oqevc!', G-cl -;on ( 135::) ':'.! ~sticnei tr.is 
th-"sis . .nd I t'Y.l '.l."l ir.c:inc"'.l. ~c '.lo sc en the b:isis th:lt: (:.) tbre i:; net 
s'.lffi.ci ::-- ~ ~-~~i~1:~) t!::ai: !?.bl ~ t'; ru~rcr~ :_'; i:hil~ (b) t he:. ... e i , c1: ~~1~ c . .ctr~::,·, 
;cr!:i!:2.e ~;';.~.:-:.: ! '?".~"l~!!C(') t~~'t :-ci nJ;~ t~ 11.C..:.t-:d -r~!'-:i: ... ., :.:.i:-i:! ; tl:e ~~C.:iic :-~?.·.:~: . 

. .' .. t t~:? ::. ... :?~ :?nt t!.,...c, 'thi; ~':~!z:-..co i s U. the :-::l:'!:! o: .&;;tr(~e st~~ z.~ if"'.=:s 
{..,; '"' ""'-~-r) '°' - ""-1 'h •c--, 4 .o.tt~n.l .. ·-· _::;.,_.. ., b""' '• " tJ.i .. .,.,..._ "--=••:'\ ro · ,.~· .... . \----• - ; o+-, - .Cl ..... -... ..... ~.;, c.. ......... i...~ '.1 a \.i.-t..C.1 :n ... -C... ~....:: .. •• P. ............. J. .. ... , .... J..l.! ,.1 ....... ~ 

of ~::l-;,.;n _-: -~j~"'OS"' at ::,1
.::-: :-'c~!lt 1 in c.i,~· t,i ':o 'il.:>C'n's -:'.;: :c::?.s: ~7i..:"?'!~~ 

( .:is .;:; 1;:7: -:r.:.:'acc !'!"•s2;, 1:::-13 em :ip .1 25-158). 

fa t~e ceo.ir.:>e of su..-ve-,rl-'1.; Ot:.iat.'.lll:i u (r:.:::.:; 1 :.uc::la.::d 27~-!.!..3 : :: 42) ~n :· ~ 
::'1c~.-u :1~b 1.!r, l~st ,j"en.r , c. c;.·;e f'fti.5 :'o-J~~ et.m~~b:r:'3 S'.?VC~tl l".::..:ly ci!:.:.~:-~d o.r_, 
·li s a: :; :.:: 1tl.~:: ed ~::~! '::~on3 in associ:l tic:i t7ith ~ rtv su!"ftii:.:-J ov~n~. In n.!.:.i. ticn t.J 
th.is ::?t".-:e!"i .'.11 1 ~ ··o ~J c 1A (:Ut':') nd~e3 r.el"'e rcco·1ered frcm a:ionJ roe~:~ n•"? 1-r :L 1 
en-;rc.'lcd o:: tL. cave b:.t also c :nta.int?d 11:n t a9poc.rs to be thn ::;r-ip ot '.l S"tcne 
club (:ns. 2) . 

In f'ora, th~ gri9 rasc!:lble3 the :;rip of the tr~tion::il Ctuthe.o Isl:mc! - ru 
(Jig. 1) but ~::'ers f'ra:i it in that it h:is a finely- fl::iked sur!'ace rath~ th:-r " 
cruis * er.d ro..i.;: ly eround one. i.!ade of close zrain9d basal.t , su:-f'ace eviden.: .:? 
S'.l!;gest s ccnt.:...nu!!.l usage. 

I put fo:r~rrl the IvPoth-?sis that thi s club grip is ~ .i.rchaic origin on the 
basis th:it: (a) it docs n~t have a _-rrund surface (a f eature of cl:lssic ~"ao:-i lit::U.c 
:l:iterie.l gcnc::.-:ill:r) . (b) It "".!.~ fc;m;l in associ ation ;-;i th :.toa- HuntP.::.- ·.:aor i t-.r;.>e 
e.d:;es . (c) It .. ~:; f~nd in th~ vicinity of a site ~~~1e:-e sL"t otrer ,i,rchaic :.dz;;; :.--r~ 
'Je0 n r eco·:;?rea. . fd) It ~r.:i.s associated \'7it h seve:-,..1 ch:L.-r~ ard di~.?.rtic...U:itcd :;;:el:­
tons t h:.t su.:,£.:?-t --!·:'-.re 1-d , finally, (e) thP. grip r e:;eobl es t!-ie .;rip f o!'O <'.l.'.' -:·- -. 
'.::h~-:r.·o Js:br.C. ~: "" cl•.ib desi_:::r.ed by Pol.f?lesi~ns "":"bo, after l e:ivi.nc; :'c·~ - -'ll ,,"1 , 
esta.bli.>h'?d ti:-?::::;tlve.:; , acc.Jrdin:; to Susgs (19.SO: PG • 198), in t he isllilrls in c . 
1CCQ . Tu:it is , before tl:e Classic period of :!eori Culture (see also D.iff 1957 : p.:; .33 ) . 

. i.~TTI':\.CT II . 

"';b .:;ecc..::d s tone :t:'tif"ct th-,t is possib~ the ¢p of a prototJPe ~ .. ,"s 
r eccver3d f'ro;r. PiC.zecn '.!t . (r:~:JS 1 , :1..:Jclr.lo.nd , 418-563: rr 42) a Classic:.:!. ::1ori ::'=1 
site neu:- t he 7emS::i :U.ver. 

In f o:-.:1 (:?i~ . 3) i t does n?t cJ_osely reseoblo the =-:e.n'.l'.i:et: &rip ; but none the 
12ss i s distinctly part of a s-':one club . 7iith f in tl:,• f'bked ed~es and ro.igl-.l~r 
.;roi.:nd f ace (not ' polisr.~d ' ), it l'l:tS fouro among surface shel l - f'lsh ne'ir <;t roun..l 
hwse ( s ee bslo17) . But , unlike the :.ran.i.Jr~ 7ip , 77e.s not a.ssoci:lted '\'Tith t:oa­
l!unt er : '.aoris artif :ictuaJ. :natcri!l.l. Hol'lever, the ~·s def ences con sist of: ditch- s 
and ban.'<s ( see belo17) atrl c 0.;nsequentl:,r it is possib l e t hat it is of Ar chaic origin. 
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?u_-ther, in fonn, it does no t in the least res aoble aey knC111n Classic !.leori p!!.tu 
form . And, significantly' it docs not have a finely ercum surfacs - althcugh 
surface evidence points to much handlinJ; . 

ARTIFACT Ill. 

A. third stone artifact ms reco,rered close to whe::-e several Archaic adzes were 
fooni near otuataua ,P!. (?IZl!S 1, Auckland 274.- 443 : Ir 4.2) . Unlike the other t wo , it 
appears to be the hand of a short stone club (:<'lg. /.+.), Partly fleked o.na. roughly 
polishad, it is three inches long ana. two inches ITT.de: it has no cutting ed::;e . 
Ori.;inally, it 11wld have been appro:d.oately 10 inches lon&, as wcul d , no doubt, 
th·~ Pidgeon ~!t. club. Surface evidence suggests ouch hardling . It 1'7es shaped 
from a close grain basalt. 

:CCt.:Il'J HOOSE. 

Close to Ihum:iteo ~' a small caitemporary !.'.3.ori villa:::;e on the :.!a.nukaa H~rbc.1.1r, 
a. round house ;-ms found in association -:rith a ba?'l.k am ditch, '11h:!.ch suggested a smtll 
fo::-tified Kain~a of ,\rc!iaic origin (NZf.:S 1, ,\uckla.ttl , 284:-451~: :r /.+.2). Situated close 
to the Oru~i Cree:: and along the se:i cliffs fomin.; the ''.am.c:au Drai.nase Scheme 
boun:iary, this site has not yet been fully exca·mted, and conseq.iently there is not 
y et a grea t deal of evidence to prove , definitely , tha t it is of .'.rch!lic orit;Ln. 
r:o·7evcr, similcr stzuctur es luve been obsez-.,red 'l.t the ".711:-au lioa- Hunter Camp, ruxi 
Su~~s (1960: pg. 195) cbims that :.Joa.- H . .mter :l!lori hcuses 1'7'?re of th"? g211eral 
~·cn.iic ~stern Polynesi::>.n t ype noted in Tclliti, :Sester Island, the :.:arquesas and 
!!e-r;iii; t'.vit is , they 1Tere either oval or room. 

In reeard t o the embarla!lent, ditch e.nd 3encr3.l po~ition of the settle~ent, 
.:!~53 su5gest th:i.t the village 1ms a defensive position . In short , t.'le site is 

! so!:a-11 , fcrtifit'!d Archaic village. Finally, tl:is liyr,othasis is strengthene<l by 
t :1e findin:; or a nother S!:i.:l.ll fcrtified p~ition in the ar3a, ~7hic!1 I ~urveyed end 
s u,:o.;ested. 1'1"'-S of' .'.rob.tic ari:;i.n (?cylor 1962: PB• 81..). Littl e artifactual m'.!terhl 
.,.:'l.s recovered f'rom. th9 !.!a.nukau site . But sever'll lioa crop sto."les ':7ere fowxl. near 
tile :·o .. md. hcuse . 

In denling r.i.th the oarl:r (:Jaui-:.!aori) natives of the East Coast , :Tilson 
(1907 ps.130) claims th.'.:t they built their .2a in stro11,S positions, h:i.v:!.ng ra.oparts 
th:lt l'lere of'te.."l extensive. ' Sa!letil::es,' he s ays 'e:i.rtlmorks ·«ere thra::n up to 
did.de U.e ~ into t\10 or ::io::-e sections, r.hi.ch m::ul:l. seao to sho11 th'lt while the 
h3.j!.1S cocbincd n,:einst t he coillmon enellzy', they hll:l. t o s.ic rd against each other.' 
One or thGse _pg, , Tal'lhitirahi , near Opotiki, is described and an acco:mt of its 
histoI""~ is given by ITilson (1907 pp.8-9 , Pref3.ce ). 

In war, '.7ilson further cl.:l:l!IIS ( 1907 pg.1 29) , these ebarigi-nal !.!D.oris ;-;ere 
ccur1~cous ani h.'.'.d ' a cood r each i n the delive r:; o: their r1eap.:ins '. In reee.rd 
to these weapo."ls , h3 cl.aims that two ' r1ooden s1·:ord.s 1 r1cre recovered from a swnlllp 
near Hamilton, Waikc.to, which 'there ce.n be little doubt 1 ;;ere • ::nui-~:aori ' '.':'eP.pons . 
He believes that the stone ~ used by the l ater :taoris W3.S developed fro::i this earJ,y 
f'ona of weapon. 
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ARCHAIC WARF'ARE; ARTIF'ACTS. 
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FIG. I: CHATHAM IS. 

FIG.3: PIDGEON MT. 
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F'IG.2 : OTUATAUA PA. 
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lawi Point• 

Work 1a continuing at tbe aite, and puaibl7, out of it, erldence that 
eom eari, Moa-bunter Camps vere defended b7 ditches and b&nka will be forth­
coainc. At the preaent ti.lie, hbrose (1962 : 56 ) 1a inclined to be cautious 
in aaeeaaing the lateet erldence in eupport of this theor,. However, as tut.UX't' 
fieldwork eleevbere 1a projected, it ie perhaps prematun to assume that 
no clear and detin&te erldence of Moa-hunter defensive activit7 will be found. 
:! Suggs ( 1960 ' 227-8) is correct when he claims that warfare vas the princ­
ipal actiTit7 causing the PolJneaian lligratione and the material presented in 
thia paper of pre-claaeical Maori warfare 1a tenable, then the chance• of 
prorlng that the 1Moa-bu.nter1 Maoria bad no eoemiee (Duff 1957 : 26 ) ill 
rather reaote. 

' Additional note s In addition to the poseible atone l!UY gripe, a vhale 
bone grip vu recentl7 recovered froa Ellete Mountain, Mangere ( H42 : 268432) 
Pound 111% feet belov the surface, in a midden exposed b7 a qlJ&1T7 bulldozer , 
it •a11ure11 6ina in length from the baee of ite back edge and Sina. from the 
ba" of tbe 1cutting edge1 Tapering frm Sina. to 1 in. at tbe base, the eur­
taoe 1a rougbl.7 flaked and polished and is veil preaeM"ed. Several adaH, 
ot .A.rcha1c t11>9, ban been recovered cloee to the aidden area OTer the past 
111.z aontha. 

hbroae V. 1962. •:rurtber lmeatiptiona at Kauri Point•. 
IZil llevalet.ter s Vol 5 no.l 

Dutt Dr,R. 1957. •Noa-bunter P.riod of Maori Culture• Wtg. 

Golaon. J. 1959. • .lnthropollJ' in the South S.aa.• Bev Pl1J10ut.h. 

Sugga • R.C. 1960 • . • Ialand CiTilisationa of the Pacific•. U.S.A. 

Tqlor. il&D 1962 • Pukald Pa II a a brief 11UM97.11 

IZ.ll lievalet.ter a Vol 5 no.l. 

Te Bang1 Hiroa 1949. • The Coaing of the Maori.• Vtg. 

Vilaon. J .A. 1907. • !'be StorJ of Te Waharoa.• CbCb. 

ooo()()OOOooo 

• 




