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WAI RA.RAPA by K.Cairna, Mas terton 

(An article dealing with th i~ re gion appeared in t he las t. \lelling t.on 
is s ue, Vol.2, no . 4. Mr. Ca irns reports tha t t he field inspection of 
s ites ha s continued in all parts of the ~airnrapa. The na ture a nd 
ori g inal find-spot of artefacts occupie s muc h of the tiroe s pent on 
res earch aa does the ga thering of traditiona l information - Ed.) 

- - ~-ooOoo~- -

WELLINGTON by J.R.S.Dnni e ls 1 We lling ton. 

Uescri ptions of We lli ngton s ites have been publi shed s ince t he e i gh t een
~eve nti es , notabl y by El sdon Bes t, uod recen tly th i s work has been coll a t ed 
nnd r eviseJ by G.L.Adkin i n t he " Gr ea t lla r hour of Ta r a" , Thus the r e ore 
nmp l e r efe r e nces to consult be f or e r ec ordi ng in the f ie l d . Unfor t unate ly 
such pub li cat i on ~eans thnt. the i mportant sit.es hnve been we ll known for mnny 
yea r s a nd have suffereJ foss i king and haphazard excavat ion as a resu l t. . 

The WELLI NGTON REG ION: The area covered by the .iellington group el:tends nort!; 
along the west coast to the Otl\ki Rive r , a goort bo·1nc!ary since the country 
beyond is denlt with i n G.l . Adkin ' s "llor o,•henu:i.'' . Trips have also been .'.!erle .; 
to the south 11airnrapa and to l.a piti I s land, the let~er rich in the r e':la in s 
of ~laori a nd European settle.ilent, pllrticularly of t!:e 'f!ta ling pe ri o1l , Ti.e 
IYel lin~ton district proper contains t•fo distinct nrens fr9:u the s rchneo lo:; ice l 
point of v iew ; the lan1l around the !e llington an•I Porir un lls r hoars to ru'.rerue ; 
Bay in the north a nd the distinctly different sout!:era portion of the Horo11henua 
dune belt, The re are diffe r ences , of course, io the ty pe or 11ork to be done in 
these two arens . Around jel lington , for example, traces of pa and village s 
survive whereas mi1ldens have been scattered or bui 1 t over or have been buried 
by sh ing le sli<Jes. In the case of the sandhill country erosion he.s cles troyeJ 
many important settlement sites but is continuall y exposing middens nnJ other 
m11terial, 

PA SITES: 
There were r1auy fo r tif i ed pn in the ~l'e l lin~ton a r ea but , with the 

exception of those built by the early Ngai-Tara peop l e , earthvorks ippee r to 
lt/\ve been kept to a minimu:n, possibly because of the difficulty of digging 
into the hnr <l \lellington subsoi 1. 'l'lte r e a r e , ho..-ever, sor;1e good enr t.h ..-orks 
/\u<l terr ncing on these older s i tes . Perhaps the best of t hese i s the ~ek~ ra 
pn described by !:iusnn Davis i n last. yea r's .ie l l i ngto ..i News l etter(Vol. 2, oo,4), 
This wel l pr eserved head l and pa hns a si:z.enb l e terraced occupll tioa a rea 
de f ended by a d i tch and scarp 7-1 0 feet hi gh and 150 f ee t in leng t~ . 

One of the best preserve<! pa in '.ie lling ton itse l f , the Hang itntnu pa l\t 
::>eatoun, i s pe r hnps the o l dest. . lleput.eJ to bui 1 t by Ngn i-l'nra SO•le 700 years 
" JO , it consists of n ter r aced citadel area on n sma l l hel\dlRnJ so~e 200ft . 
above the beach nnd s o nssocioted village aren, t.erre.ce<I ~nd probably li ghl ly 
defended , on more gently s l opin~ ground sone 300 feet inl~ud , Oa the heed l eu<l 
it1<e l f there a r c abou t f ourteen ter r aces , so;ne stra i ght h•1t most se ii-ci r cular 
i n pl an , e nc ircling t he r ound summit. These , t ogethe r Yith the now sha ll ow 
f o~qe in t he ridge be hind , are we ll preserved despite t he ~ct. i on of Cook 
S trait winda and rain, 
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None of the l a ter ie llington tribes seem to have equa lled the feats of 

Sga i - Tar a in eartbYorks construction, some sites appearing to be very lightly 
defenrled considering th!!i r i mportance . C:ven the vital .l'airaka pa at. Fu.i:e ru~, 

descri bed as the " gete vny t o the iel lingto n a rea", seems t.o have been safe
guarded fro :l behiad by on l y 11. single dit.ch, ac r oss a wide ope11.. ridge, a!Jout. 
100 yar ds i n lec.gtll • . \ny o t.iie r defences oust have been in t.be form of pa li s 
adi ng . Goo d natural defens iv e positions, r equ iring the minimum of earthwo r ks, 
11er e of CO\!rse used vi.Je r e poss ibl e . Such was the case nt Puke r ua Bay whe r e a. 
pa was built more than 300 f eet above the beech, on 11. tableland flank ed 011.. 

t Yo s i de s by deep str eam gul lies . On Kapi ti I s land t he old citadel Katihe 
was built on a h ill ri sing sharply froc the valley flo or at the north end of 
the isl and , the hill itself isolated fro'.':! the ri rlge to the stJutb by 11. deep l y 
notched saddle , thus on ly a little artifi~i al sca r ping wns necessar y . The 
s ize of the pos•holes st.i ll vis ib le on thi s pa shows thr. t only a sce. 11 s t.oc kllJc 
~l\s r equi re d to coaplete the defences . 

Stockades ~ere t.he ma in defence in the Otaki-,aikenae sand duue areas 
l\lso althou!;h ?et.er Bedr.et.t r ecords oce instance of 11. sma ll pa, built on a 
sandhill jutting into a swamp, defen<le..! by a ditch 6ft . deep and Ht.. :ride, 
•ith a bank beh ind. To judge f rom enr ly Eur opean ev i dence, howeve r, this site 
nust ha•·e been exceptionl\l in soul.hero horo .. ilenua and, like many of the smn l 1 
~llingLon pn 1 mus t ~ave been only a te~porary.refuge rather than en occupied 

a sit<? in t·he t.ruo? sense . ~. ost of the so-cal l ed pa built in this area in t.he 
30 1 s nod 40's of lost century would probably have b~eo in the nature of 
stoc~aded ke.iog;e. on l y . 1'his vas certainly 110 prio r to the inve.sioos from t.r.f' 

north . One veteran of the var parties of t.he 1S20 °s told S.Percy Smith that 
• ther!! •e re uo pa in Horo11henu~ and t!:e ir easy progress down the const to 

Fuke rua suggests that the people were unprepared for any sort of att'lck. 

Socr;e of the best of the '1ellingt on sites remain intact, notably the .:>111 

pn at Seatoun and I sll\nd Bay 11h ich vere built on steep headlands , unsuitcble 
even for suburban housing. ~ost of the sit.es a r ound t.he city, howeve r , 
ioclurling T11r11. 1 s original pa(s evere l) on the ~i rimar peninsula , have 
disappeared, Shingle slides nov cover a series of old fishing vill ages on ti ~ 

sou•!• ·.;el lington coast. Io Horo'll·hen•1n the erosion and changing river cour ses 
typical of the area have made it i~possible to locate many of the i mport.not 
sites recorded or meot.ioned earlier . 

PITS: .Pits hnve bee n recorded on e1any s ites nround Wellington . None meas ured 
have so far exceeded 3fL. in depth and 7ft . by 4ft . in outline, and it is 
cler.r fror.i th..-i r surro:1nding and arrt.ngement that some , a t. l east , of t.hese p1 ts 
were useJ for food stro11.&e• Groups o! pits have been recorded at tvo pa ; L~e 

the ;tairak11. pa 1 near Pukerua , he.s r~ctangu l ar sur f ace pits arre. nged in one 
straight l ine along the top of t.he steep cliff ove rlooking t.hc beach ,.!tile t.!ie 
~e.kare pa, at liakara, a site on a sloping headland, shows a straigh t l ine of 
pits dug into t.lw highest habitation terru.ce just inside the main defences , 
So~e of the small terraced village sites around the Porirun Harbour possess 
quite l a rge raised-ri~ surface pits , usually about two pe r s ite , and on the 

>western arm of the barbourthere are a series of much veat.he r ed circu l a r 
s urface pits on a grassy f l et 1 possib l y a former cultiva tion ground, 

STO~£ J AIJ.S : The u se of stone wa lls, though not v i despr ead, is interesting • 
._ :-Oear l'aekakariki, Peter Beckett r ec orded the us e of a low stone wall to 
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s trengthen the base of a palisade where the ground was too hard to sink 
post.holes to any depth. This ia the enly recorded use of stone walls for 
•le fence in tbe 'il'el 1 ington area. The site was destroyed some 20 years ago so 
that it is now impossible to check on Beckett's details. At Fit~roy Bay a 
long wall about 4 fe~t hi gh was apparently used as a retaining wall behind 
somecultivntions and, on Kapiti Island, a series of i;toue walls are arranged 
in ~ rectilinear pattern to enclose about 7 acres of cultivable ground, 

MIIJDENS: On the more hilly Wellington sites tlte midden refuse would probably 
liave been cast down the steep slopes and subsequently buried under the shingle 
s lides. In other placeR, however, middens are· still 'Very noticeable. At 
i'orirua they form an a l most continuous line for three miles along the shore of 
tLe inner harbour and some, tightly packed in layers, measure up to 60ft. in 
length . Little bone is found, as a rule, in these middens altbougl1 several 
l nrge pieces of whale bone have been recorded. 

There _ are also large midden areas, so1ne covering two or t:1ree acres, in 
the foredunes of the Otaki-Vaikanae belt, Near ~a ikanae there seem to be two 
di i;tinct series of ~iddens, perhaps dating from rlifferent periods, One series 
runs for about three miles along a high se ries of old fixed dunes, about ha lf 
a mile back fr om the beach, containing broken shells(~ostly small types) 
packed tightly in charcoal l aye r s with sm!ll l oven stones and soir.e bi rd and fi iih '" 
bone. These middens have yei l ded a nuaber of artefacts including s:nall flake 
tools and some larger tools m~de from local r ive r-bed stones . Quite a large 
nuruher of s truck flints were found close hy one midden. Altogether, the 
iulcmd 01itldens of the Waiknnae area, nep.r as they :nust have been to the inland , 
vill ages and cultivation l\reas, seem to bnve been centres of COl!llUuni ty life. 
On the other band, the seri es of middens nenrer to the beach e re r ather 
different. These consist of loosely heaped l'lounds of unbroken s hells, 
including some l arge r types not found in the inland mitldens, with l a r ge amounts 
of pumice, ml\ny oven stones l\nd some bone. Although so:ne of these mi dden a reas 
cover up to two l\Creas of ground they contain fev stone tools or other artefacts, 
There is, however, wuc b c1oteria l associated with the vhl\ ling period such as 
trl\ces of hoop iron, mirrors nnd the usunl rum bottles . None of these are 
founll further inland so it appears that the two midden se ries are separated 
in time ns well as space , 

LOCAL AC'rIVITY: The loosely org!lll i eed Wellington gr ouphas been actively 
r ecording since the beginning of 1958, Many sites are now recorded in the 
untional Site Recording Scheme, Only a sing le excava tion has been carr ied 
out, n t ~lnknrn beo.ch, a 1 though severn l members took ps.rt in the preli minary 
excavations on the Tare.ta pa near Wa ng!lnui. A full scale investigation of 
this 11ite , by both We llington l\nd li'anganui archaeo logists, will be carried 
out this summer, 

In orrler to coordinate and strengthen archaeo l ogica l work in the \i'e lli ngton 
area a meeting of over 50 people decided to form a Jellingtoa Archaeological 
gr oup . The meeting empowered an interim coo~ ittee to prov i de a constitution 
for the new group and to maintain socie organised activity in the me&ntime. It 
is hoped that the new group will come into reality early next year. 




