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consultations with the N-tionsl Historic Flaces Trust, and the
Ngnti-Toa Domain Board, the Group were given a small grant and
asked to clear the ruins so thot they could be turfed and 2 com=-
memorative plaque crected. There hos been o lot of work
involved in this project, and as yet it is only half completed,
for we have had to move tons of the beach boulders that were
part of the original constructions The local inhabitants think
that we nre building o motor comp (thcre is one planned for that
area) but within o fow weeks we should be able to confound them
with a carefully clecared site.

A vast omount of recording remains to be done in the
Wellington district, but n good stzart has been mnde this year.
Te arc fortunate to have had during the year the expert advice
available at the Dominion Museum, whcre the Conchology,
Ichthyology, and Vertecbratc Zoology Departmehts have been most
helpful in identifying material collected during recording,

We have 2lso had much help from local landowners and enthusicssts,
who have led us to sites, os well as contributing material to
the Museum collccticons.

The maps that illustrote this article were dravm by Miss
We. Mumforde The Photographs are by Mr., Fronk O'Leary.

WORK IN THE VAIRARAPA. by K. Cairns.

- "The History of the Wairarapa Maoris" is steadily being
rccorded. After gathering rcfcrcnces for some years, the
field chocking of sites is progressing well, and during the
year much of the ceastline hes been covered.  Expeditions with
locol enthusiasts hove been most successful, and their know-
ledgec of important sites most useful.

Furthermore local collections have been examined and
recorded, and cvery cndeavour has been made to secure the exnct
locality of artefacts recorded. It is hoped ultimately to
cover the arca from Palliser Bay north to the Manawntu River, and
nlthough the programme is ambitous, progress to date is en-
couraging. A number of inlend settlement arcas hove been



20, ’
examined cnrcfully this yoor, and their relation to other local
sites plotted.

Imong sites visited during the year wos the lorge settlement
crec. in the inland district, knom ns Rongitumou, nbout twenty
minutes by car from Masterton. An area of approx. 40 acrcs,
spreading over several adjoining hills is covercd by pits of vor-
ious sizes ond shopes; ond a further 100 acres shows sceottercd pits.
The most intceresting fenture of this site is the presence of
crescent shaped pits which hove olso been noted on other sites
in the district., The site hos no defensive features,

Artefoets from the "niraropn areas include a Type 4 adze, of the
hogback varicty, 14" long, and o stone sinker of white quortz
with ~ notched periphery. Also found hcre wes o whalebone rdze
6".longe £ mon bone was recovercd from o cooking site, amongst
burnt stone ~néd chhrconl, ond wes identificd by J. Yoldwyn, of the
Dominion Muscum ~s probobly Lnomcloptecryx sn.

Lnother site visited during the year was in the Lioke Horowhenue
arcn, where o midden compound composcd entirely of freshwoter P
musscls,  Hyridclla Mcnziesi mcasurced 50' x 30' and varied in
depth from the outer edge where it was 1" decp, to 18" in thc centre.
Carceful exnminntion yiclded no othcr shell, coxr any bone, -
Other middcns of this typc ~re present in the district.

The Vairou Bar was nlso visited during the year, ond
surfoce sites visited in the comprny of Jin Eyles. = Site
records were mode of two scttlement-aress in the Pelorous Scunds,
close to the Government Tnlking Trock, ond they “erc closely
examincd ond photogr--hed, L clenrly defincd Mrori Wolking Trakk
vp toc onc of the arers shows w7ell in onc photogroph.

An intcresting excovotion under the lendership of Dr. T.T.
Barrow;, of the Dominion Museum, wns donc in Palliser Boy, and the
cxpedition recorded some unususl fectures.,

MO/, REM INS FROM THE ~“ELLINGTON DISTRICT by J.C. Yoldwyn. .

This account is intended mcrcly as a prclimincry rcview of the
sub-fossil nnd srchreclogicnl mon m tericl from the Tellington .
diztriet which I ~m %t presunt stulving =t the Dominion Muscun.





